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Rationale

The electives experience is a non-assessed professional development opportunity for student- teachers.  It takes place in a school setting and focuses on gaining a deeper knowledge and understanding of an area related to a personal interest.

The student-teachers follow a particular subject or theme of interest by engaging in activities such as:

· Observation;
· Conducting interviews;
· Reading research;
· Engaging in professional dialogue.

During the visit, time will be allocated for different types of activity in order to ensure each individual has a broad range of experiences within a given subject/theme. The intention is for student-teachers to receive a comparable experience, enriching their understanding and giving them a USP when applying for posts in schools. 

Having undertaken the elective, the student-teachers disseminate their findings to the professional community in the elective placement, e.g. teachers, governors, or the leadership team in order to show their understanding and to share with the school positive aspects of the experience and new knowledge gained. This can be done by using the Estyn good practice model, available at the following link: 
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/effective-practice/improving-wellbeing-and-standards-attainment. 

Arrangements

Electives will take place within the Network in which the student-teacher has been placed for the duration of the PGCE programme.   University Tutors (Professional) will match student-teachers’ interests with the placements available in each Network.

Each experience will differ slightly depending on the setting, however the expectation is that each student-teacher spends five days in the school and that members of school staff will have been allocated the role of electives coordinator for the duration of the electives visit.

Expectations

Student-teacher role:

· To prepare a rationale for the choice of elective;
· To engage fully with the electives experience in order to enhance their knowledge and understanding;
· To undertake personal research linked to the area/subject;
· To share the experience with a variety of audiences in a professional manner;
· PebblePad – evidence from the Elective Experience should be uploaded to the “Research” section of the Professional Learning Passport (PLP) Work Book.

[bookmark: _GoBack]School role:

· To allocate a member of staff as the “electives experience  coordinator” to the student-teacher team;
· To ensure the student-teachers are supported throughout the experience by key staff members;
· To provide a wide range of opportunities for student-teachers to gather information;
· To engage in reflective dialogue with the student-teachers at various points;
· To welcome observations and comments made by student-teachers.

University role:

· To ensure student-teachers are prepared for the elective opportunities;
· To support student-teachers and school in a triad of reflective dialogue;
· University Tutor (Professional) to support Networks in the organisation of experience.

Student-teacher rationale for the choice of elective

Student-teachers need to show a high-level of engagement with the electives offer from the outset and evidence of undertaking self-directed research in their chosen area prior to the experience. When choosing from the range of research contexts offered by their Network, student-teachers should consider the following questions:






Suggested Timetable for PGCE Electives

	Setting and Date
	Activity

	
Day 1 

Monday 
2.3.20

Elective School

Meet
	
Induction Day – getting to know the school and its local context. 

For example:
· Expectations regarding professional behaviour in school
· Allocation of base room/work-space
· School tour and meeting key people

Meet – student-teachers have the opportunity to share their rationale and focus with the electives experience coordinator and each other as a means of rehearsing their lines of enquiry.

Meet – student-teachers have the opportunity to engage with relevant school policies.

Together with the electives coordinator, the opportunities for data collection should be planned and agreed.






	
Days 2 & 3 

Tuesday 
3.3.20

& 

Wednesday 
4.3.20

Elective School

Test
	
Test – Data Gathering

Student-teachers begin to follow their lines of inquiry and gather overall data to try and answer their questions. 

This activity may include:
· Interviewing relevant staff;
· Staff/pupil (group) trail;
· Policy/documentation scrutiny;
· Pupil voice (groups);
· Consideration of wider links – multi-agency, community, parents;
· Questionnaire;
· Review of data;
· Review of professional learning opportunities;
· Consider wider issues relevant to area of research – transition points, governor involvement.

All ethical considerations reacting to anonymity and consent will have been addressed in the University preparations.







	
Day 4 

Thursday 
5.3.20

Elective School

Prepare to Share
	
Reflect, Review and Clarify (Student-teachers and Electives Coordinator)

Student-teachers should use the time to review and clarify any unanswered aspect of their research.

Findings should be shared with a peer in order to offer a critical eye, and the presentation report should be finalised.

The electives coordinator should ensure that all student-teachers are on-track to complete the report.






	
Day 5

Friday 
6.3.20 

Elective School

Share
	
Present in a Professional Setting (Share)

The final day of the Elective is for each student-teacher to present the report in a professional setting with school-based staff.

Presentations should take the form of an executive summary and should not be lengthy.  

Student-teachers should focus on presentation skills including articulating ideas clearly, using evidence to support claims and communicating in a professional manner that supports a professional dialogue.

Evidence from the Elective Experience should be uploaded to the “Research” section of the Professional Learning Passport (PLP) Work Book.












Question 1


 What are your reasons for this choice of elective?


 Does it relate to an aspect of previous study?


Question 2


 What key reading have you already undertaken?


 Are you choosing from an informed position to maximise the experience?


Question 3


 What do you intend learning from the elective experience?


 What lines of enquiry have been raised from your reading?


 Is there evidence of engagement with the area in other experiences e.g. community volunteering, clubs and societies?


 Does it relate to future plans e.g. choice of phase or type of school?


 Can you talk about some of your key reading to justify your choice?





 Have you formulated some research questions?


 What methodologies might you use?
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