Into the Forest by Anthony Browne
Into the Forest by Anthony Browne is widely regarded as a postmodern picture book because it combines fairy-tale references, visual complexity, ambiguity, and reader participation. 
It relies heavily on intertextuality
The story is filled with references to traditional fairy tales such as Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Jack and the Beanstalk, Hansel and Gretel, and others. Readers gain deeper meaning by recognising these familiar stories within the text. 
It requires active reader participation
Readers must identify fairy-tale characters and visual clues hidden throughout the illustrations. Meaning is constructed by the reader rather than being directly explained by the author. 
The illustrations carry meaning beyond the text
Important information is conveyed visually through symbolism, hidden references, and recurring motifs. Readers cannot fully understand the story by reading the words alone. 
It blurs fantasy and reality
The story begins with the realistic problem of a missing father but moves into a dreamlike forest populated by fairy-tale figures. The boundary between imagination and reality is deliberately unclear. 
It embraces ambiguity
The text never fully explains whether the boy's journey is literal, imagined, symbolic, or psychological. Readers are left to interpret the significance of the forest and the father's disappearance. 
It challenges traditional narrative structure
Rather than following a straightforward fairy-tale pattern, the book combines multiple stories and narrative strands into a single journey. The forest becomes a meeting place for many different tales. 
It subverts traditional fairy tales
Familiar characters appear in unusual ways, often detached from their original narratives. Fairy tales are reworked and reinterpreted rather than simply retold. 
It encourages multiple interpretations
The forest may represent fear, growing up, loss, anxiety, imagination, or emotional uncertainty. Different readers may construct very different meanings from the same text.
It focuses on psychological themes
Rather than presenting a simple adventure story, the book explores emotions such as loneliness, fear, uncertainty, and family separation through symbolism and metaphor. 
It questions the idea of a single meaning
There is no authoritative explanation for the events. Readers must draw conclusions based on their own experiences and interpretations, a central postmodern principle.
It uses visual symbolism
Recurring images such as the forest, the red coat, shadows, pathways, and fairy-tale objects carry symbolic significance and invite interpretation. The pictures often communicate themes that are never explicitly stated in the text.
It appeals to both children and adults
Younger readers may enjoy the adventure and fairy-tale references. Older readers can explore deeper themes of loss, identity, family relationships, and psychological development.
Into the Forest is postmodern because it uses intertextuality, visual-textual interplay, ambiguity, symbolism, reader participation, and the subversion of traditional fairy tales. Through its blending of multiple fairy tales and its open-ended exploration of fear, loss, and imagination, the book encourages readers to actively construct meaning rather than accept a single authoritative

