


SEMINAR SESSION 2 – WEEK 9
A Taxonomy of Research Gaps (DBA Level)

Learning Objective
By the end of the session, students should be able to:
· Identify and classify 7 types of research gaps 
· Critically evaluate gaps in literature 
· Apply gap identification to their own DBA research topic 
 Based on the article: Taxonomy of Research Gaps

 STRUCTURE OF SESSION (60–75 mins)
· Step 1 (10 min): Individual reading/refresh 
· Step 2 (25 min): Group discussion 
· Step 3 (15 min per group): Presentation + feedback 



 GROUP A 
UNDERSTANDING & CLASSIFYING GAPS
Focus: Conceptual clarity of the 7 gaps
 Task:
Identify and explain the seven types of research gaps from the article.

Discussion Questions
1. What is a research gap, and why is it central to doctoral research? 
2. What are the 7 types of research gaps identified in the article? 
· Evidence 
· Knowledge 
· Practical–Knowledge 
· Methodological 
· Empirical 
· Theoretical 
· Population 
3. How are these gaps different from each other? 
4. Which gaps are: 
· Most common in business research? 
· Most difficult to identify? 
5. Why does the article argue that:
“research gaps are often subjective and poorly defined”? 

Application to Own Research
Each student should:
· Identify ONE gap type relevant to their topic 
· Example format:
“My research addresses a methodological gap because previous studies rely mainly on surveys…”

 Group Output (15 min)
· Explain all 7 gaps (clear + simple) 
· Provide 1 real example from literature 
· Provide 1 example from group members’ research topics 


GROUP B 
CRITICAL EVALUATION OF GAPS
 Focus: Deep analysis + critique

Task:
Critically evaluate how research gaps are constructed and justified.
Discussion Questions
1. How do researchers identify a gap from literature? 
2. What is the difference between: 
· A real gap 
· A weak/forced gap 
3. The article suggests gaps emerge from: 
· contradictions 
· missing knowledge 
· lack of methods 
 Which of these is strongest for DBA-level research and why?

4. How do you justify a gap academically? 
· What evidence is needed? 
· How many studies should support your claim? 
5. Why is simply saying:
“There is limited research…”
❌ NOT sufficient at DBA level?

Application to Own Research
Each student should:
· Write a gap justification statement using this structure: 
“Previous research has focused on X and Y. However, there is a clear ______ gap because ______. This is important because ______.”

Group Output (15 min)
· Present: 
· What makes a strong vs weak gap 
· 2–3 example gap statements (good vs poor) 
· Share 1 refined DBA-level gap statement 


GROUP C –
 FROM GAP → RESEARCH CONTRIBUTION
 Focus: Linking gaps to research design & contribution
Task:
Move from identifying gaps → building research contribution

Discussion Questions
1. How does a research gap lead to: 
· Research questions? 
· Theoretical contribution? 
2. Which gaps lead to: 
· Theory development? 
· Practical impact? 
3. Compare: 
· Theoretical gap vs empirical gap
 Which produces stronger DBA contribution? Why? 
4. How can multiple gaps be combined? 
Example:
· Theoretical gap + methodological gap → stronger study 
5. The article suggests gaps should lead to: 
“new lines of inquiry” 
 What does this mean in practice?
 Application to Own Research
Each student should:
· Identify: 
· 1–2 key gaps 
· 1 research question derived from them 
Example:
Gap: Lack of empirical testing
RQ: “How does X influence Y in [context]?”
 Group Output (15 min)
· Present: 
· Gap → Research Question → Contribution flow 
· Provide: 
· 1 strong DBA research example (from group) 
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