Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

When working with vulnerable adults in Wales, there is key legislation in which professionals are bided by. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2020) support practitioners to apply the principles of the Social Services (Wales) Act 2014 (Social Care Wales, 2024). Section 126 of the Social Services (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014 defines an adult at risk as an adult who is experiencing abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support and as a consequence of this is unable to protect themselves against the abuse and neglect. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2020) indicate seven potential categories of abuse and neglect, which include, physical, sexual, emotional, domestic violence, financial self-neglect, neglect and modern slavery (SCIE, 2015).  Furthermore, social services have a duty under Section 126 of the SSWBA (2014) to make enquiries should they have reasonable grounds to suspect that an adult is at risk of abuse (Social Care Wales, 2024). The Act further states that the Local Authority should then consider if any action should be taken. 

Under the Social Services (Wales) Act 2014, the National Independent Safeguarding Board was introduced. The purpose of a Safeguarding Board is to identify areas of practice in which improvements are required. Moreover, it is the Boards responsibility to identify training needs to assist in the protection and prevention of abuse and neglect of children and adults at risk of harm in the area of the Board (Section 135, SSWBA 2014, referenced by National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, n.d). It is also part of the Safeguarding Boards duty to ensure that national policies and procedures are relevant and fit for purpose (Social Care Wales, 2017).

To prevent adults being at risk of harm, Section 127 of the SSWBA (2014) introduced Adult Protection and Support Orders. Once ascertained from the Court, the Order can be used to enable a Local Authority to enter a property to explore if an adult is at risk (Ingram, 2022). Ingram (2022) also notes that each Welsh Local Authority has a designated officer who is able to apply to the Court for an APSO should they feel necessary. It is well established that Article 8 of the Human Rights Act gives individuals the right to a private and family life, and therefore, the North Wales Safeguarding Adults Board advise that applications to the Court will only be made if other less intrusive approaches have been exhausted (North Wales Safeguarding Adults Board, 2020). Furthermore, the Board guidelines note that should the granting of an APSO place an individual at further risk, it would not be appropriate for this to be applied for (North Wales Safeguarding Adults Board, 2020). 

The SSWBA (2014) is the Welsh equivalent of the Care Act (2014) which is in place in England (Ingram, 2022). Other legislation that is applicable within adults social care in Wales, includes the Mental Capacity Act (2005), and the Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The introduction of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 ensured that adults at risk were safeguarded in a similar way to children. Under Section 2, identifies a statutory duty to report adults at risk and for Local Authorities to investigate suspected abuse or neglect (Social Care Wales, 2024). 


One of the main differences between safeguarding in adults and children’s social care is that an adult has the rights to self-determination (Ann Craft Trust, 2024) which means that they can choose not to protect themselves from abuse. Where there are concerns surrounding the capacity of an individual to make these decisions, for example, due to an illness or disability which impacts the way their brain works, or due to substance or alcohol misuse, (SCIE, n.d) a Mental Capacity Assessment can be carried out, which was introduced under the Mental Capacity Act (2005).  The Mental Capacity Act (2005) applies to people involved in the care and support of individuals aged 16 years of age and older, who reside in England and Wales and are unable to make all or some decisions for themselves (SCIE, 2022). A Mental Capacity Assessment assess whether an individual is able to understand the information presented to them, retain the information to make a decision, weigh up the information and communicate their decision (SCIE, n.d). Should an adult be deemed to have capacity, they have the rights to make an “unwise decision” under principle 3 of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) to not receive care and support from the Local Authority. 

Children on the other hand are not considered to willingly place themselves at risk of harm, and therefore the Local Authority has a duty to investigate any concerns relating to a child’s welfare. In some circumstances, children and adolescents are able to give their own consent, opinions and wishes. Professionals working with young people can be guided by Gillick Competency and Frazer Guidelines to help balance the need to consider their wishes but also to ensure their safety (NSPCC, 2022). Gillick competency is used to help assess whether a child is mature enough to make their own decisions, and to understand the consequences of said decisions (NSPCC, 2022). Professionals should consider Gillick Competence when working with children and young people who may wish to consent to treatment without their parent or carers consent (NSPCC, 2022). 
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