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	In this article I will be assessing how climate change is accelerating global inequality. I examined this subject because I believe if an intervention doesn’t happen then the issue will only get worse. I focused on the rising inequality occurring in Africa particularly as it is the continent most affected by this problem. From my research, this matter stems deeper than just climate change, which origins dating back to the Atlantic slave trade. To conclude, this is a social, economic and environmental issue but not all hope is lost, I outline solutions currently being proposed and offer some of my own as well, which are relevant to the reader.
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Climate change = Long term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns.
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Introduction

So how exactly is climate change exacerbating global inequality? Well, the primary driver is that less developed countries have less resources to be able to invest into climate change prevention, such as building flood defences. Meanwhile, developed countries have the capital at their disposal to invest into negating the effects of climate change. So, while yes, it’s true there was already significant global inequality before climate change started having a greater negative impact on world economies, climate change is still exacerbating this issue. It’s important to address this issue as it sheds light on two pressing global issues. Furthermore, action to resolve these issues needs to be taken immediately before it's too late, and substantial damage has been inflicted. In this article my aim is to inform the reader on how these social issues are related and which population demographics are primarily affected.

Literature Review
There have been many articles published on this issue, as climate change especially is one the biggest environmental contemporary challenges facing humanity. Moreover, social inequality has been brought into the public’s attention more as the gap between rich and poor is only growing, even in developed nations (Singleton, 2023). One article I will be focusing on is one published by Oxfam, a reputable charity. This article covers the link between climate change and inequality in lots of detail, while also providing solutions for fixing the issue (Oxfam, N/A). Here are some facts taken from the article which convey the scale of this challenge: “People in low-and lower-middle-income countries are around five times more likely than people in high-income countries to be displaced by sudden extreme weather disasters.” And “The world’s richest 1 percent of the population are responsible for more than twice as much emissions as the poorest 50 percent.” The second fact perfectly encapsulates the symbiotic relationship between these two issues. This is because the richest one percent of the world have the resources available to them to protect themselves from the negative consequences of climate change. For example they can afford to buy property away from the coastline to prevent their house from being flooded. Meanwhile, poorer communities don’t have the finances to buy a property far from the coast, meaning their house is likely to be flooded. Extreme weather events, such as flooding, are linked to climate change which is mainly caused by the richest percent of the global population. 
Another report written by the United Nations outlines the basic theory of how these two issues are deeply interlinked. It describes the relationship as a vicious cycle, with initial inequality causing disadvantaged groups to suffer disproportionately from the negative consequences of climate change, subsequently resulting in greater inequality (Winkel, 2017). 
So both the article and report agree on the vulnerability of lower income demographics to the extreme weather events caused by climate change. Meanwhile did the article and report disagree on anything? Not particularly, as there doesn’t seem to be much debate surrounding whether these issues are connected or how big of a concern they are. The only debate regarding these issues is who is responsible for fixing the problem.
Discussion
So how exactly do the greenhouse gases that western countries produce accelerate climate change and global warming? Why is climate change even a bad thing? Doesn’t the climate change on its own naturally anyway? Well this is the science behind it all. “Greenhouse gases act similarly to glass in a greenhouse: they absorb the sun’s heat that radiates from the Earth’s surface, then trap it in the atmosphere and prevent it from escaping into space.” (European Parliament News, 2023) Now this is a natural process essential for maintaining earth’s temperature warm enough to host life on Earth. The problem is that human activity has contributed greatly to the increase in greenhouse gases, which as a result raises the average temperature of the globe. As a consequence, more extreme weather events occur such as heatwaves and droughts. The most well known greenhouse gases are carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide. Carbon dioxide is mainly released in the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels like coal and oil (CO2 Human Emissions, N/A). The biggest contributor of Methane is manure from cattle, which is indirectly caused by more developed nations and their demand for beef in particular. To back this claim up, the USDA reported that “Americans overall consumed a whopping 30 billion pounds of beef in 2021.” (Lallanilla, n.d.) All the cattle being farmed for the beef industry has to excrete, which then produces methane gas. 
Now I will be focusing on a real life example of climate change accelerating inequality, which is how climate change is negatively impacting the continent of Africa. “Africa is responsible for only a fraction of global greenhouse gas emissions but is suffering disproportionately from climate change.” (World Meteorological Organization, 2023) Africa is considered to be the poorest continent in the world (SOS Children's Villages, N/A), this is determined by various indicators such as income per capita and literacy rates by the Human Development Index. Not only is climate change negatively impacting the continent with 110 million people directly affected by weather hazards in 2022, but it is halting the economic growth necessary for the continent to develop into a modern superpower. Despite global pandemics such as COVID 19 and the war between Russia and Ukraine, Africa’s economy is predicted to grow at the second fastest rate in the world in 2024 (African Development Bank Group, 2023). However, this could be halted by the effects of climate change. Africa as a whole is responsible for less than 10% of global emissions, however it is the continent least capable of dealing with the repercussions of the mass polluting continents of North America and Europe. To put into context how unsustainable the modern Western lifestyle has become, if the world population was to live like an American citizen, we would need 5.1 Earths! (Earth Overshoot Day, 2022) This swings us back nicely to the theme of the article, which is richer countries creating more greenhouse gas emissions, accelerating climate change, leaving poorer countries worse off in the process. 
Now is the issue likely to get worse? Well after examining the current literature and outlined solutions, I would predict that yes, this issue unfortunately will get worse. Why do I predict this? Well according to climate scientists, by 2100 the average global temperature is likely to increase by 2.7°F, unless an aggressive mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions is enforced (EPA, N/A). Yes, countries around the world have pledged to try to reduce the rate of climate change such as the Paris Agreement formed in 2015, which 196 UN member states agreed to. However, not enough is being done to stop the planet warming at the predicted rate. For every 2°F of warming, it’s forecasted that there will be 15% less sea ice. As a result, sea levels will rise around the globe, submerging thriving coastal towns and cities. 
There are numerous solutions for trying to reduce the social and economic inequality between Africa and more affluent continents such as Europe and North America. Also there are several solutions for more developed countries emitting a far greater proportion of greenhouse gases. A very big debate is whether it is up to individuals, governments or private companies to change their lifestyles, policies or trade strategies. I think it’s a mix of all three. We can all as an individual reduce the amount of greenhouse gases we contribute to and the environmental footprint we have. That’s the solution I want to focus on the most in this article, as you reading this, can’t change anything other than yourself ultimately. Yes, governments need to pass more regulations to help protect wild habitats such as forests from logging, for example. Yes, companies need to be held accountable in ensuring that they are sourcing products sustainably instead of depleting the earth of its finite resources at a rapidly alarming rate. However, as an individual, you can have a bigger impact than you may believe in shaping the future of the planet. This won’t be a popular sentiment as people often offload responsibility and look to blame others for problems they or others are facing. Now I’m not saying that one single individual or even individuals of more developed countries are to blame for the current climate crisis or growing inequality. That is not my point, I just think it’s important to focus our energies on things we can control over things we can’t as much. So what can someone do to reduce their climate impact? What’s on your plate is a good starting point as it’s something humans have to do, and food production is responsible for almost 60% of global biodiversity loss (WWF, N/A). It has been shown that eating less meat is better for the planet as more forest has to be cut down for cattle to graze rather than to grow vegetables.
Conclusion
In conclusion, I think there is no easy fix to such vast problems such as inequality and climate change. I have highlighted some solutions an individual can make to reduce their environmental footprint and solutions being suggested to fix global warming and inequality globally. I think it’s important to remain optimistic even in the face of a bleak future. Luckily, global consciousness of the negative impacts from climate change and the social issues it exacerbates is increasing. More and more people are eating a vegan diet, joining climate activist groups and buying products which are ethically sourced. Governments are working with environmental groups to implement new policies in regard to slowing down greenhouse gas emissions. 
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