Agriculture and Environmental Management PowerPoint Notes

Introduction

· State lesson direction, topic, aims and objectives.

What is the CAP?

· It implements a system of agricultural subsidies and other programmes.
· The changes since its implementation include a cost reduction (from 73% of EU budget in 1985 to 37% in 2017).
· Image – Its long history is important because, prior to this, there was no successful agricultural integration in Europe. Although 55% can be found in rural areas, about 77% of the EU is rural also. Those 12 million farmers are full-time. Agriculture accounts for 6% of the EU’s GDP and provides jobs for 46 million people. CAP uses about 40% of the EU’s common budget, which is roughly 50 billion Euros per year.

The 9 CAP Objectives

· Ensure – In 2017, farmers earned on average just under half of what could be gained in other jobs, from a third a decade ago.
· Increase – Pressures on the EU’s agricultural resources have increased due to a growing demand for food and industry, which is driven by changes to demographics and disposable income.
· Rebalance – Agriculture is characterised by a stagnant and low share of value added in the value chain, due to high input costs, variation in production and incorporation of new services.
· Action – EU agriculture has a key role to play in helping to reach the commitments of the Paris' agreement and EU strategies on sustainability and bio-economy by stepping up its ambition in terms of GHG emissions.
· Care – Agricultural soils in the EU contain the equivalent of 51 billion tonnes of CO2 which is significantly more than the greenhouse gasses emitted annually by EU Member States.
· Preserve – Just as agricultural activity depends heavily on various types of biodiversity, so also it plays an important role in the conservation of farmland-dependent habitats and species.
· Support – A vibrant agricultural sector needs skilled and innovative young farmers to respond to societal demands, from quality food to environmental public goods.
· Vibrant – The CAP plays a major role in alleviating some of the unemployment and poverty pressures on rural areas. A recent study by the World Bank demonstrated the positive role played by the policy in reducing poverty.
· Protect – The overall sales of veterinary antimicrobials across 25 European countries have decreased by more than 20% between 2011 and 2016.

2019/20 Agriculture Bill

· It’s first reading took place on 16th January 2020 and is having its second reading today. Then explain the process of how a bill becomes an act.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This legislation is important because, now we have left the EU, we have left the CAP and, therefore, a new set of policies must be introduced. 
· The new additions include requiring ministers to consider and encouraging environmentally sustainable food production, setting out multi-annual plans starting in 2012, reporting on food security at least once every 5 years and several varied measures concerning farming and the countryside.
