Placement guidance for Institutes
1) Enhanced Covid risk assessment protocol to be followed to identify who is high risk
2) Any students which are identified as high risk: test with the placement provider whether a reasonable adjustment is possible (in line with PSRB requirements):
a.  adaptation of the placement 
b. adaptation to the nature of the placement 
c. delay of placement till later during the academic year or to summer 2021 [but able to be completed before the start of the next academic year] 
3) If none of the above are possible, offer student to
a. suspend placement (is it possible for the student to do everything else apart from the placement and then go into the next level provisionally and take the placement during 2021/22 – again only if allowed by PSRB)
b. suspend studies altogether and re-enrol during 2021/22.
4) For any students who are not identified as high risk but have high levels of anxiety relating the attending of a placement in a Covid context:
a. discuss with the student what safety measures have been put in place by the placement provider to support them during the placement.  If possible and appropriate, include the placement provider in this discussion.
b. discuss whether any additional safety measures can be put in place or any further adaptation can be made to the placement to allay anxiety (and/or concern for high risk family members) – see 2)
c. if none of these are acceptable to the student, consider the options outlined under 3).
5) For students who are returning from a suspension this year and have issues re the attendance of a placement, additionally the issues re finance will need to be considered so that a student can make an informed decision.
6) Key in all of the above is the dialogue with the student so that the student can make an informed decision, the importance of the risk assessment, and the requirements of the PSRB in relation to any accredited programmes.

