Assignment 1 Primary Source Evaluation                                    Joshua Kemp-1702828
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay I will be discussing and analysing two different sources from around the time of the Titanic’s maiden voyage and sinking.  I will be discussing the provenance of the sources as well as when the source was written, what the motives were and what it is for. I will also be providing context for the source and as such I will discuss the background of it and I will suggest how the source could be used in a dissertation or even another project.
The first source that I am focussing on is a newspaper, specifically the 16th of April 1912 edition of the Daily Herald. The Daily Herald was created in 1911 as a strike bulletin and it was not until 1912 where it was published as a daily socialist newspaper.[footnoteRef:1] The newspaper was organised by Ben Tillett who was a trade unionist and George Lansbury who was a socialist Politian who became the newspaper’s editor.[footnoteRef:2] In the early years, the daily herald struggled for funding which meant that during the events of the first world war the newspaper was only published weekly, however daily publishing resumed after the war in 1919. George Lansbury the editor, sold the newspaper to the labour party due to the papers financial difficulty and this was even after a supposed £40,000 donation by Lev Kamenev in 1920.[footnoteRef:3] The newspapers political views were socialist which progressed into Labour, so this meant that the papers intended audience were probably working-class citizens.[footnoteRef:4]The Daily Herald was a predecessor to the Sun newspaper which is interesting considering that the Sun’s political views are conservative.  [1:  ‘Daily Herald’, The British Newspaper Archive, < https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/titles/daily-herald> [Accessed 13 March 2018].]  [2:  ‘Daily Herald’, The British Newspaper Archive.]  [3:  ‘Daily Herald’, The British Newspaper Archive.]  [4:  ‘Daily Herald’, The British Newspaper Archive.] 

The contents of the newspaper include articles about the sinking of the Titanic which of course, is the main article. Other notable articles included are the Earls Court strike, Covent Garden labour troubles and an article about the Brighton Exhibition. Another article included, talks about the inaugural meeting of the socialist party.[footnoteRef:5] The core article which is about the sinking of the Titanic would have been written quite soon after the actual sinking due to the fact that the event happened late at night on the 14th of April into the early hours of the 15th which was a day before this newspaper was published.[footnoteRef:6] This particular article talks about the event of Titanic hitting the iceberg and that many people were saved. However, it does state that “confirmatory details are anxiously awaited, and friends of passengers are making continual enquiries at the White Star offices, for unfortunately the wording of the information received gives ground for the fear that there has been a serious loss of life.”[footnoteRef:7] This means that it was not certain which passengers or even how many people had survived at this point. Another quote from the article suggests that people at this time thought the Titanic was still afloat. It says “The “Titanic” herself, meanwhile, having disembarked her 1,500 passengers and most of her crew on board the Allan line “Parisian” and the Cunarder “Carpathia” is being slowly towed by the “Virginian” towards Halifax.”[footnoteRef:8] This is interesting as it suggests that the belief at this time was that the Titanic was safe and afloat rather than the reality which was that it was at the bottom of the ocean. Obviously, the Titanic was not being towed but many people believed this probably because newspapers including this one spread the fake news. The reason that newspapers had spread this was because of an honest mistake that just caught on. The mistake was that some amateur wireless operators merged together two completely separate messages about the Titanic and a ship called the Deutschland. The messages that they muddled up where asking if the Titanic was safe and a message saying that another ship called the Asian was towing the Deutschland to Halifax which ended up with the two messages merging and ultimately the Titanic was deemed to be safe and being towed to Halifax.[footnoteRef:9] [5:  ‘Daily Herald - Tuesday 16 April 1912’, The British Newspaper Archive, <https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0000679/19120416/019/0001?browse=true>  [Accessed 13th March 2018].]  [6:  Amy Tikkanen, ‘Titanic’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 22nd January 2018  <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Titanic> [Accessed 15th March 2018]]  [7:    ‘Daily Herald - Tuesday 16 April 1912’, The British Newspaper Archive.]  [8:    ‘Daily Herald - Tuesday 16 April 1912’, The British Newspaper Archive.]  [9: Peter Elverhøi, ‘Acquitting the Iceberg’, Encyclopedia titanic, <https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/acquitting-the-iceberg~chapter-21.html> [Accessed 13th March 2018].] 

The actual structure or layout of the newspaper easily identifies the time period it is from. It is clearly distinguishable as being in the old style of newspaper. This is because of the layout. The writing is in columns and is separated by a black line running down the pages. Every so often the smaller text of the main body of the article will be broken up with larger text which denotes to the reader the title of an article. This makes it easy to know where the different articles come in and it grabs the attention of the reader and allows them to find the different articles easily if they did not want to read the whole thing. The layout coupled with the fact that the printing looks dated makes it easy to deduce the time period the newspaper is from.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  ‘Daily Herald - Tuesday 16 April 1912’, The British Newspaper Archive.] 

As I stated earlier when discussing the origins of the newspaper, when the paper began it was inherently a socialist newspaper. It can be seen in this particular edition of the newspaper that this is the case because in the last column on the first page there is a long article about a meeting of the British socialist party. It could be argued that the main reason that this newspaper chose to include an article about this is because of the papers political background which provides a big insight into the makeup of the newspaper.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  ‘Daily Herald - Tuesday 16 April 1912’, The British Newspaper Archive.] 

There are a few ways that this source, the Daily Herald newspaper, could be used in an extended project or dissertation. The first being that in a project or dissertation about the Titanic, this newspaper would prove to be a valuable asset in discussing and talking about this subject. This is because it is a primary source from the time period, which means that it could have been one of the first sources covering the event and such it would provide valuable insight into how people reacted as the first news of this came through.  Another way that the source could be used would be if the project or dissertation was discussing the history of the Daily Herald as a newspaper. You could talk about the coverage of major events in the newspapers history such as the Titanic or other equally major events.
The second source that I will be discussing is also a newspaper and it is called the London Standard which was also around at the time of the sinking of the Titanic. The London Standard originated in the year of 1827 by a businessman called Charles Baldwin and it was first edited by Dr Stanley Lees Giffard who it is interesting to note that the company made a marble bust of.[footnoteRef:12] At the turn of the century the newspaper already had numerous owners and editor changes and was struggling to compete with the more popular Daily Mail. The paper was then bought by Sir Edward Hulton who was a proprietor of many different newspapers and already owned five at this time.[footnoteRef:13] In 1923 Hulton became ill and sold the newspaper to Lord Beaverbrook who happened to be the owner of the Daily Express. Lord Beaverbrook was a conservative which meant that the newspaper inherited his political views. Due to its status as a conservative newspaper it was inherently anti-Labour as can be seen in its printings during the 1945 election where it labelled photos of labour party members as wanting to be dictators.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  Stephen Brook, ‘A history of the London Evening Standard: seeing off rivals for 181 years’, The Guardian,  14th Jan 2009 <https://www.theguardian.com/media/2009/jan/14/history-london-evening-standard > [Accessed 16th March 2018].]  [13:  Stephen Brook, ‘A history of the London Evening Standard: seeing off rivals for 181 years’.]  [14:  Stephen Brook, ‘A history of the London Evening Standard: seeing off rivals for 181 years’.] 

Similarly to my analysis of the previous newspaper, I will be looking at the 16th of April 1912 edition of the London Standard. As with the Daily Herald, one of the main articles in this edition is about the event of the Titanic the day before. The article headline reads “Wreck of the Titanic” and subheadings under that read “Iceberg collision” as well as “2358 passengers on board” and “All Saved”. It is interesting how they also included the sub headline “Thrilling story”.[footnoteRef:15] This perhaps suggests that they could have included this to entice people to buy the newspaper so that they could read the story. It is also interesting that they said that all the passengers were saved. This contradicts what the Daily Herald edition from the same day said which is interesting because different newspapers had different beliefs as to what actually happened. However, similarly to the Daily Herald, it is evident that the London standard also believed that the Titanic was still afloat and was being towed due to the fact that it says “The Titanic’s passengers are all saved and are expected to arrive at Halifax aboard the Baltic at some time on Wednesday. The Titanic herself is being kept afloat by her watertight compartments. She is in tow by the Virginian and will probably be safely brought to port.”[footnoteRef:16] It is noteworthy that the newspaper stated the Titanic passengers were on the Baltic when in reality it was the Carparthia who housed most of the survivors.[footnoteRef:17] [15:  ‘London Standard Newspaper Archives’, NewspaperArchive, < https://newspaperarchive.com/london-standard-apr-16-1912-p-7/ > [Accessed 20th March 2018].]  [16:  ‘London Standard Newspaper Archives’, NewspaperArchive.]  [17:   Amy Tikkanen, ‘Titanic’.] 

It should also be noted that the article on the Titanic fills up the entire page. However it is not on first page but rather the seventh.[footnoteRef:18] This is surprising because with a news story this big and important it would be expected that it would be placed on the front page not relegated to the seventh. The fact that it is not on the first page perhaps suggests that the editor did not think it was a big news story which would be confusing to say the least. Similarly to the Daily Herald the layout of the newspaper is in column form and is read from left to right through the columns. This means it is easy to identify what time period it is from. The actual front page of the newspaper feels cluttered and it is not easy to discern what articles are on it.[footnoteRef:19] The fact that this is the case means that it does not catch the eye of the customer, so they may have gone on to purchase a paper more eye catching. [18:  ‘London Standard Newspaper Archives’, NewspaperArchive.]  [19:  ‘London Standard Newspaper Archives’, NewspaperArchive.] 

In terms of using this newspaper in an extended project or dissertation it would be used in the same way the Daily Herald would be. This means that it could be used if someone was doing a report on the history of the newspaper they could look at big news stories that the newspaper reported on. As well as this it could be used in a discussion about the sinking of the Titanic in discussing how different newspapers or media covered the event.
These two different newspapers, although both having articles on the same event, have different ways in reporting on it. The Daily Herald sees it as a big news story and puts it on the front page in an eye-catching way whereas the London Standard possibly thinks the opposite and places it on the seventh. It is interesting that they take on different views about this. The two newspapers are also different on the political front as well. The Daily Herald is Socialist which later progresses to labour. It also should be noted that the Daily Herald is a predecessor to the Sun whose political views are conservative. This is different to the London Standard whose political views are conservative and has been throughout most of its timespan. Both the papers use a similar sort of layout which consists of columns and is read left to write with each column separated by small black lines travelling down the page. This is because it was a widely used style during this time period which easily distinguishes it from other time periods. The two papers also differ on the content about the event of the Titanic. The Daily Herald states that the common information going around was that there was a serious loss of life.[footnoteRef:20] This is different to the London Standard which states that everyone was saved and were safe upon the Baltic, so this suggests that they thought that no one had perished at all.[footnoteRef:21] It is also interesting that the London Standard believed the passengers were aboard the Baltic when they were really upon the Carpathia. These two newspapers provide good insight into what people were thinking at the time of the event and allows us to see how they reacted and what they thought happened and what was happening at the time, such as the Titanic being towed. Personally, I prefer the Daily Herald as it is less cluttered and is more eye catching when compared to the London Standard whose appearance seems quite dull and basic. [20:    ‘Daily Herald - Tuesday 16 April 1912’, The British Newspaper Archive.]  [21:  ‘London Standard Newspaper Archives’, NewspaperArchive.] 
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