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Endorsing sustainable consumption and production are important aspects of sustainable 

development, which depends on achieving long-standing economic growth that is consistent with 

environmental and social needs. Most government policies in this area focus on stemming the 

environmental impacts of unsustainable industrial production practices, mainly through regulations and 

taxes. Endorsing sustainable consumption is equally important to limit negative environmental and social 

externalities as well as to provide markets for sustainable products. For example, Obligatory government 

actions to promote sustainable consumption include performance standards and mandatory labels to 

limit damages from products when they are consumed or used. In terms of changing consumption 

patterns, these tools are the most direct policy instruments for eliminating unsustainable products from 

the market. As the range of consumer concerns widens, governments are being called on to regulate more 

products in the interest of the environment and general welfare. 

 

  


