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AIM(S) 
· To locate the practice of outdoor education within a range of contemporary issues problematic to its current and future development.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Critically appraise competing perspectives of outdoor education;
· Debate and make informed decisions on a breadth of issues relevant to the practice of outdoor education;
· Demonstrate effective group organisation skills for discussions.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

Students will be given the opportunity to research and discuss a range of contemporary issues relevant to outdoor education. Topics for discussion could include but are not limited to the following: 

· The role of Outdoor Education /Outdoor Adventure Education/Outdoor Learning in a changing educational and societal climate with a focus on the use, approach and outcomes of outdoor experiences in formal and informal programmes.
· Outdoor adventure programmes and the challenge of youth at risk. Different approaches to the outdoors as a therapeutic intervention will be considered highlighting the difference between adventure therapy and therapeutic adventure and looking more broadly at the emergence of nature-focused therapeutic/health initiatives.
· Research in Outdoor Education will be considered to clarify different research approaches and methodologies and consider issues of research alignment, outcomes and funding.
· Important societal issues including gender parity, professionalism and the role and nature of risk will be studied in relation to changing societal and outdoor sector expectations. 
· The interplay of technology, Critical Outdoor Education and sustainable practice will be discussed to highlight the role of outdoor education in preparing young people for the challenges of the modern world.




Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	44
	22

	Independent learning
	156
	78

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Academic Interview
	25 min interview (2500 word equivalent 
	50%




Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2500 words
	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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