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A running idea in our piece is exposure, a disguised depiction of current global issues. Ours is imagined as a fantasy piece, but rooted in the reflection of a  real-world problem facing ESPECIALLY the young, climate change. Greta Thunberg’s urgency to act inspired our piece’s honesty to reflect danger that needs to be remedied and challenged NOW. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fantasy can be an effective combination of both escapism and relatability for any age. Children experience it more intensely, more easily. But any fantasy can only remove from reality so much before total alienation; the removal of relatability. Therefore, you must retain an anchor to reality. This anchor is important, but undesirable if superficially educational. Too on the nose and your boring, your message is unlikely to stick. I mention all this because the quicker we equip them with knowledge, the better equipped for the rapidly changing world they are. The better affect is education in disguise, education that appeals to the imagination, and leaves something to be figured out. It avoids patronising the audience. We want to respect children’s intelligence. Our show’s goal is to teach responsibility. Triggering the imagination is important, it appeals more easily to that age demographic AND encourages further creative thinking later in life. Endorsing, stimulating and rewarding analytical, perceptive, and imaginative mindsets are conducive to a more responsible, reliable and independent adult, and helps to combat naivety and ignorance. 
Another direction we’re going in is addressing the importance of individuality that helps boost the overall collective. Socially, we’re quite aggressive and defensive these days. So frequently I hear about arguments over topics involving homosexuality, transgenderism, race and gender equality. These attitudes often come from a place of resentfulness and insecurity. Our piece directly discusses none of these points, but it does help plant the seed of acceptance of those who are different. The importance of kindness and recognising their value as an individual, free of prejudice. If we can set aside our prejudices, we can come together in a more productive, collaborative manner. Theatre is additionally considered helpful for developing a child’s empathy and emotional intelligence. Our piece frequently offers different perspectives on things one 
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might be quick to judge. The ‘scary’ monster for example, that is in fact just sad, lonely and scared. 
According to research conducted by Dr. Natasha Kirkham, senior lecturer in Psychology and Researcher at Centre for Brain and Cognitive Development at Birbeck University, the average child can experience improvement in academic tests by up to 4%, just by experiencing the performing arts.  
https://www.encoretickets.co.uk/theatre-benefits-childrens-development

The importance of academic skills like maths shouldn’t be understated, but neither should the arts. Calculations and facts are immediately accessible online or via calculator. But the arts educate you in a more subjective, personal way. Everyone has an inner expressionist. Our show’s biggest theme is collective consciousness, and I believe it would be beneficial to inspire something similar in the children watching. A collective consciousness of children who embrace an inner, individual expressionism. This way they can adopt their own vision of the world, and are encouraged to share it with others. They should feel as though they have a responsibility to help make the world a better place, to have the voice to question and challenge it when necessary.


