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Task 1 - How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?
This essay will cover how past instances of police malpractice and misconduct over the years have impacted modern day professional policing. It will touch on the Brixton riots and the Scarman report that led on to the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 before moving on to stop and search and if the public still have confidence and trust in the police, then lastly what the police are doing to try and reinstate their trust. 

Police malpractice and misconduct dates back decades and there has always been examples of this in the media. The Content team (2017) of the legal dictionary states that “police malpractice and misconduct is when a police officer or other professional worker has neglected their duty by breaking the law or where a Police officer has physically done something wrong like excessive force and causing injury”.
In 1981 a well-known incident occurred called the Brixton riots. Wheatle (2021) explains he experienced the riots first hand that this was a time when local young black men heard at the time another black man was a victim to police brutality in Brixton, who already were suffering from police malpractice and misconduct from unlawful searches in the street of black ethnic people. This resulted in what locals said, “a divide in the nation”. The police brutality caused a protest that quickly spilled into a 3-day riot costing damage over 7.5 million pounds and over 300 injuries to people.
Furthermore, Cook (2021) wrote an article on the Scarman report and said that in 1981 the British government ordered an inquiry into the handling of the Riots and was led by Lord Scarman. The report concluded that the police need to build stronger relations with the public.
Trevelyan (2017) states shortly after 1981, in 1984 The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was introduced. The act was introduced to govern police powers such as arrest, investigations, and searches which in turn would help reduce police malpractice and misconduct across the country by following these codes as the police service didn’t have any legislation for guidance.
GOV.UK (2022) released statistics of the population in the UK and showed that the population recorded was 59.6 million people. The total percentage of white people is 81.7% with a further 9.3% being Asian followed by 4% being black, 2.9% mixed and 2.1% being other ethnic background. These stats show that only 4.1 million people are black or mixed race. 
Further to the above statistics, Police.UK (2022) released statistics based on the home office to show that in July 2022, 15184 people were stop searched with only 4452 of the searches being positive meaning police action was taken. Police.uk then states that 6142 black people along with 2603 mixed race people were stop searched in the same time scale. 
Abbas (2019) suggests that you are more likely to be searched by the police, in fact, he states you are ten times more likely.
Considering this Dahlgreen (2014) argues that the public still have confidence in stop and search and that the police would use it ethically. The young gov poll shows that 76% said they support stop and search whereas only 17% opposed and 9% were unsure. 
The Brixton riots is a prime example of police malpractice and misconduct and because of incidents like these, this has caused a detrimental impact on trust and confidence in the police. In turn this has caused victims of crimes to not come forward. BBC News, (2020) released a report stating that the public are losing faith in the police, and they are not getting victims positive results. The report said that only 7.8% of suspects are charged in 2019. Mynenko and Ditcham (2022) also argue that the police service relies on police consent and trust and that in recent months the trust is still being affected by crimes by serving police officers such as the kidnap and rape of Sarah Everard who fell victim to, at the time, PC Wayne Couzens. The article then moves on to say that, “according to the 2020 Crime Survey of England and Wales, public confidence in the police has been on a downward trend over the last two years – from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020”. Brown (2021) was the founder of these findings. The article swiftly moves on to more positive things with the Corona virus pandemic stating that the police have played a vital role during the pandemic enforcing rules set out by government to help keep the public safe. 
HMICFRS (2021) released an article explaining the positives that different forces across the UK have been able to combat the pandemic alongside their typical police role day to day. The article states that the police were dedicated and committed and that the police again have demonstrated to the public that they can still fight crime and adapt to the everchanging circumstances. The police during the pandemic were expected to carry on as normal even when day to day life was not.
Eve (2018) identified 13 different stories of police bravery and professionalism, one of the stories explained that an officer confronts a burglar when off duty when she witnessed a neighbour being burgled.  

To conclude, the police in the UK over many years have made mistakes which in some cases have proven life threating to victims. Officers have abused powers over time which in turn over the years have diminished the trust that the public hold in the police and the confidence in which they must rebuild. However, on the other hand the police service is still fighting the good fight and trying to rebuild the wounds caused by the small minority and still being there when the public need them the most. There is no definitive answer as to whether the police have lost complete trust, but statistics do show that over the years the public are losing more and more confidence due to malpractice and misconduct. 
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Task 2 - How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?
The most talked about incidents that received the most media coverage are that of the murder of Baby P, the child sexual exploitation case in Rotherham and more recently the murder of Sarah Everard. Evidence will then be shown as to how this has affected policing and weather the media has an effect. Lastly this essay will cover social media and the benefits it has. 

Virtual college (2019) states that a baby whose name is Peter Connelly, suffered physical abuse over several months back in 2007 where he was abused by his mother, mothers new boyfriend and a family lodger at their home address in Tottenham. Baby P is reported to have had over 50 injuries and had been seen over 60 times by authorities leading up to the date of his death. Sellgren (2010) argues that Baby Peter was failed by all agencies showing that multiple agencies such as healthcare, police ,social services and the local councils all failed to safeguard Baby P. Alongside this, the LSCB (Local Safeguarding Children’s Board) Haringey released a report into the death of Baby P, LSCB (2009) which concluded that the interventions from authorities were lacking urgency, lacking thoroughness, inefficiently challenging to the parents and inefficiently focused on the children’s welfare. This shows if the correct processes were followed, and the early signs were identified then the life of Baby P could have been saved. Ofcom (2021) state that there are rules and guidelines in place that stop broadcasters and journalists from naming children under the age of 18 to protect them. This helps the police to investigate crimes more thoroughly without adding more stress to the investigation. Therefore, the Baby P name given to Peter Connelly was done to protect this child’s identity whilst the investigation took place. 
Secondly, in 2014 a professor by the name of Alexis Jay released a report into the handling of child sexual exploitation of an organised crime group of predominately Pakistani males between the years of 1997 and 2013. BBC News (2015) shows that 1400 children, some as young as 11, were exploited between 1997 and 2013 and was first acknowledged by community workers in the area. In 1997 a project was set up amid these concerns called Risky Business. This was set up to work with children between the ages of 11 and 1.  In the early 2000s agency workers met some of the children at risk of the CSE and reported this back to their seniors who believe that youth workers were “exaggerating” the issues. In 2003, a report by Dr Angie Heal suggests that there are many children in Rotherham that were being exploited sexually. The report then finishes with a request that new legislation is to be brought in to combat CSE in Rotherham. Parliament (2014) backs this. 
Lastly, Sarah Everard was murdered by a plain clothes policeman who was off duty. This tragic killing of Sarah Everard by former Police Constable Wayne Cousens. Manning (2021) writes strong evidence to state that, on the 3rd of March 2021, Sarah Everard was walking home after visiting a friend’s house in London when she was illegally stopped by Wayne Cousens, who was off duty at the time. Cousens pulled up alongside Everard in his personal car wearing his police belt and appointments in plain clothes and snatched her from the sidewalk where she would later be raped and killed by him. BaMaung (2021) suggests that this case caused the public to lose trust and confidence in the police and can only be regained if the police were to change their culture and for professionalism to be challenged by all officers and not just supervisors. Easton (2021) reports that The Metropolitan police acted appropriately at a vigil where disorder broke out in the wake of Everards death. The police watchdog said that the response amid covid restrictions had been measured however it called the media coverage a “public relations disaster”. 
UKEssays (2018) states that yes, the media does affect police strategies. They say that the way the media portrays the police changes the perception of the public meaning it affects how much information is then given to the media during an investigation which has a high profile. In turn this adds pressure on the police to give a positive outcome to an investigation. Morell (2016) also shows that the media does affect policing and the way the public sees them due to only a small minority of the public will come in to contact with police, meaning the vast majority will only see the police as to what they read from the media. Over in America, Gramlich and Parker (2017) state that most officers say they are treated unfairly by the media. A survey by Gramilich and Parker reports that 81% of police officers in America agree or strongly agree of the above. 
Finally, social media currently plays a significant role in policing. BBC NEWS (2012) reports that a study was undertaken by researchers in several European countries whereby the results showed that police forces with a strong social media presence have better relations with the public. The report then moves on to say that the forces who do not have a strong social media presence, there are unofficial pages and platforms that become very popular in the communities. 

To conclude this essay, it is clear that high profile cases are covered by the media all the time. The findings above suggest that media coverage adds, sometimes, unnecessary pressure to an investigation to which already sustains pressure causing the police to drip feed the media with information. Social media has been implemented to forces around the world to enable the police to control what the public can see allowing transparency with the police and the public building better relations. 
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Task 3 - How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
In the England and Wales, there is a Youth justice system (YJS) that deals with all children between the ages of 10 and 17 when involved in criminality. Youth Justice legal centre (2021) describes on their website that the youth justice system is the only part of the criminal justice system that deals with children. It involves multiple agencies like Police, Courts, and Prison Service who all work together with other agencies to help prevent the offending and reoffending of children. They put the child’s needs and welfare first setting this as a primary consideration. 
Youth justice statistics (2022) published statistics for the year of 2020 to 2021. The statistics show that 15,800 children were cautioned or sentenced, 8,800 entered the service, 3,500 children committed knife or offensive weapon offences. These 3 statistics are all on a decrease and lower than the year previous however 3 quatres of children remanded in custody received a non-custodial sentence and the average time from offence to completion of the case at court increased from 172 days to 219. 
The above statistics show that early intervention programmes that are run in local communities’ work. Richmond.Gov (2020) explains just some of the programmes that are available to children who are in the YJS. The website shows 4 different types of courses and programmes tailored to crimes like knife crime prevention programme. This course is given to a child who has committed a knife crime offence and allows the child to see the consequences of knife crime which in turn helps reduce the number of children who carry a knife in public. The website also covers a course called the work this way programme. This programme is designed to assist the offender with starting employment to help prevent reoffending. The course covers 10 workshops which include CV writing, interview practice and guest speakers. 
Thomas (2023) reports that the youth Justice system is working and has been given an outstanding rating by HM inspectors stating, “a credit to the town”. Thomas then goes on to suggest that the service is reducing reoffending and protecting the public. BBC news (2021) also reports that there are fewer youths entering the YJS. 88 in total entered the Swindon YJS whereby 25 needed child protection plans meaning that the YJS were putting children’s needs first. 
On the other hand, UNICEF (2019) argues that although the figures are falling the youth justice system is failing in their duty to protect children. UNICEF states that there is a “key area of concern” for the BAME group. BAME stands for Black Asian and Minority Ethnic background. Year 2018 to 2019 showed that if you fell in the BAME categories you were 4 times more likely than a white background to be arrested. 51% of taser use on ages between 10 to 17 were part of the BAME group. 
Failure on the above programmes the youth justice system and the Courts may impose a youth rehabilitation order (YRO). Trevelyan (2017) explains that a youth rehabilitation order is imposed by the court after committing a criminal offence and could last up to 3 years. Trevelyan, L then goes on to explain a list of possible requirements that must be followed during the YRO. Some of these can include drug testing, education, supervision, and unpaid work (16 – 17-year-olds). Expanding on supervision, this means a youth offender between the ages of 10 – 17 is required to be supervised by the youth offending team (YOT)who are attached to all police forces. BBC News (2020) released an article stating there were “major concerns” with a youth offending team in Bradford. The YOT team have reportedly lacked strategical leadership and failed to deal with child sexual exploitation concerns. 
In 2019, Public Health England (PHE) (2019) set out a framework, called CAPRICORN, to assist many multi-agencies to help prevent the offending and reoffending of child offenders due to the health of a young child in the justice system having worse health than a child in the general population. Public Health Wales goes on to list the types of agencies that can use this framework, some of them being the Police, Local authorities, youth offending teams (YOT), Schools and other local multi agency partnerships. PHE then explains their focus of the CAPRICORN framework which is designed to help these agencies as well as friends and family to take action and prevent the offending and re-offending. The CAPRICORN diagram shows a circler wheel that contains the individual and family in the centre showing the types of root causes and transformations depending on if it is a downstream prevention of re offending or upstream prevention of offending. The types of actions families can take at a downstream prevention are things like peer mentoring and building life skills. When upstream prevention is needed actions like reducing sources of stress and promoting stable environments can be taken. Finally Public Health England argue that with this framework there are possible risk factors that need to be considered. The types of risk that a young offender or child can be subject to are, abuse, family breakdown, language difficulties and gang membership. However, there are protective factors that can be put in place to minimise this risk like inclusion, learning language, parents being there consistently and healthy social relationships. 
ACES also play a big part in the offending of children. Liverpool CAMHS (no date) suggests there are 10 possible adverse childhood experiences. Soke of these are things like abuse and neglect and they suggest that this has a knock-on effect to children when in adulthood life.
The conclusion of this shows that youth offending over the years has progressively reduced. Evidence shows that the introduction of programmes imposed by the courts have made an impact on youth offending and re-offending and assists in building a child ready for adult life with regards to employment and housing. The CAPRICORN framework as also made an impact giving agencies of all levels including families and communities a tool that can help them act against particular roots of causes and transformations of a child. There are multiple articles and evidence to prove the youth justice system is working but small pockets with in this, like the youth offending team, have sadly shown that there is still required improvement when dealing with children from a BAME background. 
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Task 4 - Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?
This essay will focus on how a partnership approach is the most effective way to rehabilitate offenders. It will cover what a partner approach is and the 3 ways that are used in the UK to rehabilitate those committing crime. The essay will then cover a more local approach used called the Clink and how this has helped offenders secure work after serving time in prison.
Berry. G (2011) explains from a report that a partnership approach is used when a single organisation can not tackle a problem effectively enough. A partnership approach simply means that two or more agencies or organisations work in hand with one another to tackle the issue to achieve their goals. 
The Law Dictionary (2022) suggests that there are 3 ways of rehabilitating an offender to help prevent reoffending. The first is Parole and this is commonly used in the justice system to reintegrate offenders into society before the end of their prison sentence. The second is Treatment, this is more commonly used for Drug offences whereby the offender is addicted to drugs and is then given an obligatory programme to treat the addiction to help them become a member of society again. Lastly, in house prison rehabilitation programmes such as the clink restaurant. This can be a range of courses like job skill workshops, language courses and religious services. 
Thomas. D. A. (No Date) states “The most recently formulated theory of punishment is that of rehabilitation—the idea that the purpose of punishment is to apply treatment and training to the offender so that he is made capable of returning to society and functioning as a law-abiding member of the community”.  Prinsonphone (2015) states that rehabilitation is a complex issue but to reduce the rates of reoffending it is the only solution. They argue that prison cells have become progressively overcrowded as early as the 1940s and is only getting worse. They then move on to say that in 2011, Peterborough prison launched a rehabilitation programme where they use money from charity to fund housing costs, education and finding of a job after the release from prison. They say that in the 3-year period of its launch, by 2014 they had seen an 11% drop in reoffending. However, Hagg.E.V.D (1982) argues that if rehabilitation works every time then there would be no recidivism. Nickerson (2023) states that “Recidivism refers to the relapse of an offender into criminal behaviour”. Hagg goes on to say that if every criminal was to be recidivised then this would reduce the crime rate to zero based on all the offenders being rehabilitated, however this can only happen on their first offence. Hagg suggests that not every criminal is apprehended on this first crime meaning it to be highly unlikely that the world would ever see a rehabilitated system of offenders. Ministry of Justice (2019) has recently announced a new partnership with the department of working pensions to assist with offenders who leave prison find jobs and work to take them out of criminality and works in hand with the current rehabilitation of offender’s act 1974. Unlock (2021) supplies a short guide on the Rehabilitation of Offender’s Act 1974, the act offers a person who has been given a caution or has a spent convection less than 4 years an opportunity to apply for jobs and insurances without having to disclose this when applying, meaning that a company would be more inclined to recruit a rehabilitated offender. This came into effect in 2014. However, not all offenders are eligible, the criteria are based on what crime was committed and that the act only covers jobs applied for within England and Wales. 
The Clink (2023) suggests on their website that their partnership approach is very effective. The clink restaurants are restaurants that are open to the public to dine at their locations across the UK. They are situated within prison complexes and are staffed by those currently serving prison sentences. Their partnership approach allows themselves to work closely with His majesties prison service and the probation service. There website details a wheel diagram showing the reader the key parts of their work that rehabilitates those integrated into the project. Firstly, Charity. The clink is a charity with a gold star approach to governance. Secondly, they work with the Accredited city and guilds training college to award offenders with education whilst working in a real-life environment. Then the restaurants who have high standards and break down barriers allow the public to see the change of offenders within the project. Once this is complete, the offenders are then reintegrated into society and reduce reoffending of those on the program by 65.6% making the community safer. The clink opened in May 2009 and by 2019 they had 441 prisoners, awarded 225 certificates to offenders, partnered with 280 companies for offenders to work in on release and catered for 2 royal events. All prisoners within the prison are eligible to work in the clink restaurant however the offender would be suitably screened and vetted to ensure the most suitable candidate is selected. 
Ministry of Justice (2014) states that the Ministry of Justice is helping to fund rehabilitation programmes by injecting a further £2.4 million into the projects. The clinks restaurants mentioned above received themselves a total of £200,000 in addition to there funds to help them pay for legal support to their voluntary partners who work alongside them. 

To conclude, the above shows that partnership approaches to rehabilitate offenders does work. Statistics above support this conclusion. Even though rehabilitation programmes do not work with all offenders, these projects are the way forward to reduce crime on the streets of the UK and put more people who have offended back into the working society and with the help from government funding, and most of the projects being charity based, cost of these programmes to run is yet to pose a problem to these vital projects. 
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