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Writing your 
themes



Briefly introduce your findings section

Present your themes in a table:  This signposts both 
the themes and the order in which they will be 
discussed

The ASD research report:  

Present all your themes and subthemes in the 
table.

Then state that due to the word limit for the 
assessed report, TWO themes, along with their 
subthemes will be developed and presented in the 
Results section.

Select the themes that can address: 

- The different cognitive effects of social exclusion 
on people like Alan 

-Ways in which life could be made easier and more 
pleasant for an older person with ASD.

These cover the assessment title/requirements



Name and explain each theme.

The name of the theme should clearly indicate the 
content .

Explain why the subthemes form this theme.

e.g. because they identify ways in which being alone 
can effect the lives of older people with ASD, and 
these effects cannot be artificially separated.

Then move on to the first subtheme belonging to 
the theme.





Task: Thematic Analysis practice

Using your pilot data transcript begin to make notes about what your interviewee talked about.

▪ Keep in mind that you are interpreting the interview with a view to contributing some understanding about the 
research topic.

▪ You are NOT cherry-picking only those phrases that support your own opinion

▪ You are NOT selectively editing quotes so that they can be interpreted in the way you want them to be.

▪ You MUST preserve the context of the participant’s words – you are giving your participant ‘voice’, so they must 
be heard.
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