Research Project Proposal



Name: Elijah Thomas 
Lecturer: Scott James
Module: BMTP5022 Research Methods and Field Study 
Word Count: 2085

















Table Of Contents 


Introduction to the importance of rail travel in the tourism sector….


Research methodology and a brief overview of research design….


Significance of study and importance of research….


Timeline and budget….


Conclusions and limitations….


List of references….






Introduction

Train travel within the travel industry plays a pivotable role in the importance of delivering events and attracting destination tourism across the globe. Rail travel in tourism is stated to be considered the ideal mode of transport and the most ecofriendly. There is a demand for enhancing rail travel into plus within destinations (Dileep and Pagliara , 2023). Rail travel is important in working to connect the greater communities, enabling millions of people to travel between destinations for many purposes such as work, education and visiting families. This is particularly important in the events industry especially as it allows visitors to be able to access destinations where events are held which usually wouldn’t be accessible without being able to drive. A valuable case that would provide information on rail travels popularity would be Taylor swifts concert in Edinburgh June 2024, Due to the size of the event train line’s offered travel advice as well as offered later trains, this shows the role of rail travel in events being pivotable in creating attendance (Jack, 2024). In summary rail travel is an asset in Britain that increases tourism and event success providing high numbers of attendance (Rail review, 2019). Additional benefits of rail travel include the expansion of the economy, Research carried out by oxford economics shows that supported the economy by providing £42.9 billion (Oxford Economics, 2021), This research project will dive into the relevance of these factors of rail travel in the events industry and a plan to undertake research to make rail an economic and sustainable choice
 
Research Methodology

This research project will be following a set research design, A plan set forward to carry out the research project. The benefits of a well laid out research design can enhance the validity, and the reliability of the data gathered as well as highlighting strengths and weaknesses across a research plan (Pedersen, 2024). There are two different key frame research designs being explanatory and exploratory research, which are both a combination of mixed methods of research. The explanatory research approach focuses on gathering quantitative data first and analysing it then carrying out qualitative data to then support and find reasons as to what the quantitative suggests. Strengths of this research design include that it’s easy to analyse and collect the data however weaknesses are it can be time consuming, whereas exploratory research focuses on the opposite carrying out qualitative data first then quantitative data to then test the findings of the data and if the numbers match the explanations, Strengths of this design include that its flexible provides contextual understanding however weaknesses are it can be hard to analyse and can contain bias (Hassan, 2024). Carrying research out for the rail travel’s role in event attendance the researcher is going to go for the explanatory approach as it will provide the best explanations, save the most time and help provide understanding into past and future rail travel within events.

To gather data, the researcher will use both qualitative and then quantitative data collecting methods to gather information on how rail travel influences visits to events using mixed methods. The researcher is going to implement surveys into the research, for example within the survey will include quantitative questions asking people “how much do you use rail travel day to day”, and “how often do you use rail travel to travel to attend concerts or events.” Surveys are shown to be the structured data collection that can provide easy to analyse results (Makieła, 2023), To then gather qualitative data the researcher is going to incorporate qualitative questions that further expand and provide explanation to the quantitative data, for example “what are your opinions on using rail travel to attend events” to further expand on the amount of people who use rail, To further gather qualitative research the researcher is going to use interviews, Which will give me a in person perspective on top of the survey answers, Therefor enhancing the quality of data and further backing up the survey collection (Linkedin, 2023). The researcher is going to stick to surveys and interviews as these tools will provide accurate results keeping to a simple approach

When carrying out the data collection sampling will be used on the audience, Sampling In research is selecting a demographic within the population to take part in data collection to study, this smaller demographic is usually smaller, easy to analyse and more relevant to the research than a full large population (K. Thompson, 2024). To sample the right data, The researcher is going to use a mix of probability sampling where any candidates can be selected and non-probability sampling where specific research candidates are used, Firstly stratified sampling will be used, which consists of picking a certain demographic subgroup for example university students between 18-21, Stratified sampling will save time within the research, Save costs and provide efficient answers (Frost, 2021). The researcher will also be using self-selection sampling which consists of providing the option to partake in research for example optional surveys and volunteers for focus groups. Self-selection sampling will provide quick results, provide more accurate results with a willingness to participate and overall be a more ethical form of sampling (Hassan, 2022). The researcher is going to sample the demographic of young people and students between 18-21 in the data collection and then use self-selection to offer the opportunity for research candidates to get involved in focus groups.

When conducting research It will need to adhere to ethical considerations, it is important to allow candidates to participate in the research without pressure and providing consent beforehand, this ethical consideration takes into fact that the participant can retract and reinstate their consent to participate at any time. As well as this they can also consent on how their data is used and whether they want to be involved in future research. Not adhering to this ethical consideration can cause candidates to not want to conduct any research in the future, lose faith in the research and future candidates will also be hit with ethical concerns (Helen, 2018), Other ethical considerations to be considered are the confidentiality of candidates undertaking research, this is an important in data protection of the candidate and falls in line with consensual research. Not adhering to confidentiality can put candidates’ data at risk and then cause ethical issues and an unwillingness to participate in the future, in short data protection, confidentiality and consent are important aspects in research (University of St Andrews, 2024). It can break important legislation such as the data protection act 2018 in using candidates’ data fairly and effectively (Government of UK, 2018)


Significance Of Study 

This research project proposal is important to the field of study and can provide great benefit to the field, carrying out research on rail travel is important in not only gathering information on the success of rail travel for events but as well to promote sustainability, Rail Travel is considered a sustainable mode of transport, Study shows that freight transport only contributes to 2% of travel energy demand and emits far less carbon (IEA, 2019), Gathering research on rail travel in events will set out clear numbers of how popular rail travel is and be able to set out clear goals to be able to promote rail travel as a sustainable option, This leads to the preserving the planet and making tourism and events a more sustainable practice, This isn’t the only benefit that this study on rail and events provides it also is a cost effective alternative. Overall rail travel between 2020-21 costed around 20.7 billion to sustain. Making it a cost-effective mode of transportation (dataportal.orr.gov.uk, n.d.), studying rail and promoting it as a sustainable option for events will not only be environmentally friendly but save valuable industry money  

Carrying out this research will also create great innovation, with rail travel contributing around costing around 20.7 billion to sustain it also brings 22.7 with 9.2 billion coming through passenger expenditure (dataportal.orr.gov.uk, n.d.). This research aims to contribute to this number and increase it, increasing rail travel will also boost global and local tourism as it becomes a cheaper and sustainable option. Studies show that rail travel in 2019 contributed 43 billion in economic growth (www.riagb.org.uk, n.d.), This will lead to the expansion of tourism and the economy over the UK being able to innovate landmarks, local businesses and hospitality. Not only will it boost the economy and innovation in the UK, but studies show that the UK is still suffering from the Covid pandemic with a lack of tourism coming inbound (Neath, 2024). This research aiming to promote and study train travel will contribute to promote rail and therefor increasing domestic tourism around the UK which will therefor help bring tourism numbers back up. The biggest contribution researching and promoting rail travel will make is convincing travellers to choose rail travel and a sustainable mode of transportation, which contribute to carbon emissions 1% compared to a 45% from rail travel. Helping promote sustainable tourism and preserve the UK’s Environment (National Railway Museum, n.d.)

Findings from this research will be able to be used in future research and real-world practices over time, first off the results of this research will create insight for UK rail companies. Providing an insight into passenger’s experience across rail travel will help rail companies to be able to promote themselves and through this it may create new train routes, promote certain destinations and make rail travel a smoother experience to help promote tourism and boost local destinations (Oliveira et al., 2017),  Gathering research will also contribute to future research and develop new opportunities, With rail travel becoming a more popular mode of transport and tourism expanding there will be more opportunities for new research studies. This research can expand to the hospitality and tourism industry and contribute to sustainable development of the travel and tourism industry. This research will be able to contribute to new technology, bringing innovative ideas to the industry and helping improve policies and practices among hospitality and tourism industries (Youssef El Archi and Brahim Benbba, 2024)

Timeline And Budget 

The Timeline for this research will go as follows, Phase 1 will be creating the survey that is going to go out to candidates this will be complete by November the 25st 2024 and aim to have at least 30 responses, From there phase 2 will begin where by December 2nd the researcher have analysed and drawn some conclusions from the survey where the researcher will move on to starting interviews where the researcher will aim to interview at least 10 people providing context to the survey answers to answer data to draw significant conclusions. This will be aimed to be completed  and analysed by December 18th. From there the 3rd and final phase will begin where optional research is offered to candidates where they can take part in optional focus groups further expanding on their answers from the surveys and interviews. This will be completed by the 16th of January 2025. This will provide plenty of time to not only conduct but analyse the answers and draw conclusions from the data, this research’s project will be free to conduct surveys, interviews and focus groups will be free to do although time consuming, the only optional cost may be using train travel around Wales to meet a wider range of people which will fall into a budget of £7-10 


Conclusion And Limitations 

This project has its both strengths and weaknesses, The strength’s this project has is that using a variety of mixed data collection methods, There will be a variety of responses that provide easy to analyse data with context following after leading to conclusions being drawn easier, As well as this using methods such as survey’s, Interviews and focus groups are free making this project cost effective and successful in its purpose. However, it also has weaknesses in that with methods being free they are also time consuming, which results in it taking weeks go through each method and analyse the data which can be draining to the researchers and the candidates who decide to participate in the whole project which may also affect findings. In terms of productivity gaining mixed methods from surveys and interviews will be the most effective as they will save the most time and provide easy to analyse answers which can be expanded on with other data collection methods. Surveys and interviews provide honest and unbiased opinions which is what is needed to find out methods of making train travel an eco-friendly and popular travel option.
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