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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      √
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME: LUKE CONNOLLY 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2222445

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The medias impact on the public perception of UK police officers and the impact this has on UK officers

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic because I feel passionate about the subject and feel it is one of the greatest current issues in UK policing. I believe it is worthy of consideration because it is relevant, current and measurable through real data that I will generate through the course of my research. 

I feel that as a researcher there is plenty of quantitative data out there to help me build and generate my research to be suitable for an undergraduate dissertation. I believe that the question I have set out is a question I will be able to answer and draw out a conclusion backed by the data obtained. 

“The relationship between the British police service and the media is characterized by a complicated and tumultuous history. Although the media has played a significant role in fostering positive perceptions of policing and creating an aura of intrigue around police operations, inherent conflicts persist within this relationship, leading to a fluctuating level of trust between the two entities.”  (Mawby, 1999) 








	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1) Members of the public response to specified questionnaire 
2) Serving officers response to specified questionnaire 
3) News / Social media based information from direct sources 
4) Follow a quantitative approach to prove or disprove my theory 
5) Utilise news facing incidents where different perceptions have been generated in the public on the back of media reports 
6) Formulate the anonymous responses to surveys in graphs broken down into demographics to show if different demographics have different perceptions 





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

“The foundation of British policing is rooted in the concept of consent-based policing, largely influenced by Robert Peel's 9 Principles of Policing, which were first disseminated to all newly appointed officers in 1829. These Peelian Principles emphasize the necessity for officers to remain acutely aware that the legitimacy of the police force hinges on the public's acceptance of their actions and conduct, as well as their capacity to earn and sustain public respect. Furthermore, it underscores the importance of recognizing that garnering public respect and endorsement is essential for securing voluntary cooperation in the enforcement of laws.” (Cellars, 2023) 

The literature review below contains a wide range of sources which have been obtained from Google Scholar, Google Books, online documents and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s (UWTSD) online library. These sources consist of academic journals and existing primary research in the topic area of Medias influence on Publics perception of modern policing. Most consistently searched terms included ‘Medias Role’, ‘Police Perception’, ‘Police public relations’ and ‘UK policing state’. The literature within this section may be considered to assist the researcher in the creation of primary research and the methodology for data collection.

There is a solid foundation of existing research on academic sources and forums such as reddit, I will attempt to breach the gap on how these methods of reporting and media driven relationships affect the officers ability to due there daily dutys and cope from a mental health stand point. 

“The British police have historically benefited from their perception as a largely non-violent entity that operates with public consent. However, this perception has often masked a considerable degree of violence, which was largely tolerated by society as it predominantly affected marginalized groups. Nevertheless, as the twentieth century progressed, there emerged a growing societal aversion to violence in daily life, leading to heightened examination of these policing practices.” (Williams, 2011) 

Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I aim to use a combination of research methods comprised of Exploratory, Descriptive and Casual. As I will be looking at the relationship between three partys, Media / Public / Police I will be exploring the concept of “Public Perception” in hopes to bring forward new knowledge. I will aim to use a quantitative approach utilising my results and data pulled from questionnaires and surveys. I will aim to highlight and explain the cause and effect relationship between the media and public perception on officers. I will use data capture to see if there is a positive or negative correlation between the two. My research will be a combination of primary and secondary data sources. I will be mainly using questionnaires, interviews and journal papers alongside web pages for news /media releases. I will take a deductive approach as I have a theory in mind and will be relying on large samples of data from police officers and members of the public. The quantitative data collection will facilitate me in having a statistical analysis to help me confirm a hypothesis. 

I feel these are best suited to my research because of the style of researcher I am, I feel that these will help me gather a broad analysis covering all three angles of my question








	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be recruiting the support of current serving officers by posting and emailing the questionnaires / surveys out using google docs and share point to gain their point of view of the current circumstances

I will also be recruiting the general public by posting the survey on social media pages and forums like reddit to ascertain their perception on the current situation and relationship between police and themselves. 

I will be focusing on a generalisation approach instead of specific experts with an ideology. I feel this is the best approach for me because it makes the data relatable and accurate to the question. As I am trying to ascertain the relationship from public to police. 

I will reference select news releases to show if there are any common forms of report when it comes to police incidents. 

Social media will be referenced at times as often there is a selected style of reporting incidents instead of the wider picture. I aim to dispel these select methods and open the topic up. 




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There maybe potential ethical issues as I will be asking members of the public to anonymously stipulate their demographic through a range of socioeconomic variables. 

I will attempt to remove any problems by keeping the participants anonymous at all times. 



	TIME SCALE:

My time scale will be governed by the dead line turn around set out by the university 
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