Early Modern Philosophy

Module Code: CSPH5020

Module Lecturers: Prof. David Cockburn and Dr Rebekah Humphreys
School of Cultural Studies

Email: cockburn.david@gmail.com  / r.humphreys@tsd.ac.uk
Course overview

This module will introduce students to the work of various influential 17th and 18th Century philosophers, including Descartes, Spinoza (often referred to as the rationalists, on account of their belief that reason is a reliable source of knowledge), Locke, Berkeley and Hume (often referred to as the empiricists, on account of their belief that experience is the only source of knowledge). Through studying the work of these historical figures, students will examine some of the major philosophical issues and problems faced by those figures and the solutions they developed in response. This is not a history module, but one aim of the module will be to locate the work of the early modern philosophers in its historical context. The issues and problems that students will explore include: scepticism and knowledge, the nature of the mind and its relation to the body, the material world, the problem of induction, the fact / value distinction, freedom and the emotions.
Indicative reading

Reading on Descartes

Descartes, Meditations (especially Meditations 1, 2 and 6). 
Recommended version: Descartes: Key Philosophical Writings, translated by Elizabeth S. Haldane, edited and introduction by Enrique Chavez-Arvizo (Hertfordshire: Wordsworth, 1997). This book contains many of Descartes’ texts.

Descartes, Discourse on the Method, part 4.

Descartes, Passions of the Soul, Part One
Tom Sorrell, Descartes (Oxford, OUP Past Masters, 1987).

John Cottingham, Descartes (Oxford: Blackwell, 1986).

Bernard Williams, Descartes: The Project of Pure Enquiry (London: Penguin, 1978).

Gary Hatfield, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Descartes and the Meditations (London: Routledge, 2003). 

A. Kenny, Descartes: A Study of His Philosophy (New York: Random House, 1968).

Margaret D. Wilson, Descartes: The Arguments of the Philosophers (London: Routledge, 1978).
Charles Taylor, Sources of the Self, pp 143-64  

Reading on Locke

John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Book II chapter viii; Book II, 

    chapter xxiii, sections 9‑11    
J.L. Mackie, Problems from Locke, ch. 1 especially sections 1‑3. 
Jonathan Bennett, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, ch. IV 
                       OR 'Substance, Reality and Primary  Qualities', American Philosophical 

                                Quarterly 1965, 

                        OR Learning from six philosophers volume 2, ch 25  
Reading on Spinoza
Spinoza, The Ethics 

Stuart Hampshire, Spinoza
Roger Scruton, Spinoza
Genevieve Lloyd, Spinoza
Stuart Hampshire, 'Spinoza and the Idea of Freedom', in Marjorie Grene (ed), 
                                   Spinoza, a Collection of Critical Essays 

Reading on Berkeley

Berkeley, Three Dialogues. You should read the whole of the first dialogue.

Berkeley, Principles of Human Knowledge, sections 1-17. 

A.C. Grayling, Berkeley: The Central Arguments (London: Duckworth, 1986).
G. Warnock, Berkeley (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1953). 

Reading on Hume

Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, Appendix I, in Hume’s Enquiries Concerning Human Understanding and Concerning the Principles of Morals[1748], ed. Selby-Bigge, third edition (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975). 

Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature [1739], ed. Selby-Bigge, second edition (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978), Bk.III, Part I, Section 1. 

David Hume, ‘Sceptical Doubts Concerning the Operation of the Understanding’, in Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748), Section 4.

Barry Stroud, Hume (London: Routledge, 1977).

Jonathan Bennett, Locke, Berkeley and Hume (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971).

A.J. Ayer, Hume (Oxford: OUP, 1980). 

Alasdair MacIntyre, ‘Hume on ‘Is’ and ‘Ought’, in The Philosophical Review, Vol.68, No.4, Oct.1959, pp.451-468.
Websites
The following website is an excellent resource for accessing primary texts:

Jonathan F. Bennett, ‘Some texts from Early Modern Philosophy’, www.earlymoderntexts.com
Indicative content

The course is taught via lectures and seminars. There will be one two-hour lecture and one seminar per week. You will be given readings for each week. You will be expected to read the relevant texts, and should be prepared to discuss the topic and reading material. Indeed, during seminars you will be encouraged to discuss the topic and the readings. You may be expected to give a presentation at least once during the course of the semester. Do not feel restricted to the readings given in this booklet only. There are plenty of resources available in the library, as well as online articles accessible through JSTOR. 
Week-by-week guide
Indicative content 
Week 1
Descartes: the problem of knowledge
Week 2
Descartes: mind/body dualism
Week 3
Descartes and Locke: bodily based experience

Week 4  
Locke: primary and secondary qualities
Week 5
Berkeley’s idealism
Week 6
Berkeley’s idealism
Week 7
Hume: the problem of induction
Week 8
Hume: the fact / value distinction
Week 9
Spinoza
Week 10
Spinoza
Assessment

Coursework: 100%

Two essays (2,000 words each; 50% each)

All assignments are to be submitted via Moodle. If you have any problems submitting your essay then please just email your essay to the relevant lecturer. 
Please include a cover sheet with your assignment.
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