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Project Proposal: ‘Colonial Shadows’: St David’s College, Lampeter and the Legacy of Slavery’

1. Background
The history of British universities is deeply intertwined with colonialism and slavery, with institutions benefiting both directly and indirectly from financial contributions linked to the transatlantic slave trade (Draper, 2019). As Macdonald (2009, p. 1) argues through the concept of ‘difficult heritage’, societies often struggle to reconcile with morally troubling pasts that challenge public memory and national identity. St David’s College (SDC), Lampeter, founded in 1822 and now part of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD), is no exception.
On a personal level, this project reflects a developing engagement with themes introduced in the Difficult Heritage and Dark Tourism module. Initial research into the Thomas Picton monument in Carmarthen (Youle, 2020) sparked an interest in how histories of slavery and colonialism are remembered, contested, or silenced within public and institutional spaces. This inquiry led to a broader exploration of Welsh connections to colonial slavery. It revealed financial and institutional ties between Thomas Phillips, a plantation owner in St Vincent and a major benefactor to SDC (Scott, 2020). While UWTSD has taken some steps to acknowledge this legacy, such as removing Phillips’s bust from public display, there remains a need for deeper and more sustained engagement with the college’s colonial past.
This project will critically examine how colonial wealth linked to the slave trade contributed to the founding and development of SDC. It will assess the strengths and limitations of UWTSD’s current responses to its colonial legacy and propose recommendations for more meaningful engagement with its history. While primarily theoretical, the project incorporates practical elements, including archival research and site visits to the original SDC building. These methods allow for direct engagement with the physical markers of the college’s past, contributing to a more grounded understanding of how its colonial legacy is embodied and remembered.
This research contributes to the fields of colonial and postcolonial history, slavery studies, and heritage. By employing an interdisciplinary approach, it explores themes of institutional accountability and contested heritage, specifically examining how universities address their morally complex histories. The project aims to develop skills in archival research, critical historical analysis, and ethical reflection while contributing to the growing discussion on Wales and the legacies of slavery. 
2. Aims and Objectives
This project aims to:
· Investigate the historical and financial connections, both direct and indirect, between SDC and the colonial slave trade.

By the end of this project, I want to be able to:
· Identify and critically analyse historical evidence linking SDC to the colonial slave trade.
· Evaluate UWTSD’s responses to its colonial legacy.
· Formulate recommendations for how UWTSD might more meaningfully engage with its contested heritage.

3. Research Gap
While considerable research has addressed SDC’s colonial links, this project seeks to uncover further evidence of institutional connections to the slave trade. 
Key research questions:
· How was St David’s College financially and institutionally connected to and benefited from the colonial slave trade both directly and indirectly?
· How has the UWTSD acknowledged and responded to this colonial legacy?
· How does UWTSD’s approach compare to that of other UK universities confronting similar legacies?
· What further steps could UWTSD take to engage more meaningfully with its contested heritage?

4. Literature Review
St David’s College, Lampeter: Historical Foundations and Colonial Wealth
Existing scholarship on St David’s College (SDC) has primarily focused on its role in Welsh higher education, with Price (1977) providing a comprehensive history of the institution. However, more recent research has begun to uncover the college's financial connections to the transatlantic slave trade, particularly through figures such as Thomas Phillips, whose wealth played a significant role in shaping the college’s early finances. Scott (2024) highlights these links, calling for re-evaluating memorials and advocating for a decolonised approach to Welsh heritage.
Universities and Slavery
Research indicates that many British universities, including those in Wales, benefitted financially from slavery and the transatlantic trade, often through donations from enslavers (Draper, 2019). At UWTSD, research has revealed financial ties to figures such as John Scandrett Harford and Philip John Miles, whose wealth was linked to the transatlantic trade and Caribbean plantations. Despite this, colonial connections remain largely absent from the university’s official narrative (Davies, no date). Case studies from institutions like Glasgow, Oxford, and Cambridge demonstrate varied approaches to addressing these legacies, from financial reparations to curriculum reforms (Mullen, 2021).
Memory, Heritage, and Decolonisation
Drayton (2019) critiques traditional heritage narratives for reinforcing colonial power, advocating for more inclusive perspectives. Similarly, Chowdhury (2021) examines how movements like Rhodes Must Fall challenge dominant historical narratives by calling for removing colonial symbols. Both views are relevant to SDC, as they encourage a more inclusive and critical approach to engaging with its contested colonial heritage, especially in reconsidering how it presents and addresses its historical ties to slavery and colonialism. Universities are increasingly pressured to reassess statues and names linked to historical injustices (Burch-Brown, 2017). In Wales, The Slave Trade and the British Empire (2020) identified 209 slavery-linked monuments needing better context (Legall, 2021), while the Set in Stone? (2021) report emphasised community involvement in decisions about monuments (Sayed et al., 2021). The Public Commemoration in Wales (2024) calls for reassessing colonial-era monuments as part of decolonising public spaces (Welsh Government, 2024).
5. Methodology 
This study adopts a historical research approach, combining archival investigation with engagement with existing scholarship and secondary source material. Primary research will involve examining historical records and financial documents housed at the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives to uncover evidence of St David’s College’s financial connections to the transatlantic slave trade. The study will analyse UWTSD’s official publications, including reports, statements, and commemorative materials, to evaluate how the university has acknowledged and addressed its colonial legacy. A literature review will situate this case within broader academic debates on universities and slavery, contested heritage, and institutional memory. Given the sensitive nature of the subject, ethical considerations are paramount. The research will be conducted with academic rigour, avoiding sensationalism and approaching all materials with care. It will use inclusive and respectful language to reflect the complexity of colonial histories and their lasting impacts on affected communities.
6. Outcomes 
The primary outcome will be an academic essay that enhances understanding of how colonial wealth influenced the foundation and development of St David’s College, Lampeter. It will assess UWTSD’s current responses to its colonial past and offer practical recommendations for more meaningful institutional engagement with this contested history. A presentation of the project findings will also be given.
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