A critical assessment of a study on the effectiveness of English grammar teaching and learning in Chinese junior middle schools 
  University of Wales Trinity Saint David

Name：Chen Yingying
  Student ID：2211306 
Introduction

 Chunyi Ji and Qi’ang Liu’s article made an attempt to explore the effectiveness in English grammar teaching and learning in Chinese junior middle schools and it is expected that they will be helpful for English teachers when they present grammar knowledge. The present paper aims to test the factors affecting the effectiveness of students' grammar learning and teachers' grammar learning. Meanwhile, the research try to examine the current situation of the English grammar teaching and learning. The author predicted that the situation of student's English grammar learning, teachers' English grammar teaching and difficulties encountered during students' grammar learning may have a significant impact on the effectiveness in English grammar teaching and learning in Chinese Junior Middle Schools. It tried to find a more effective approach to enhance the teaching and learning of the grammar after analyzing the English grammar learning, teaching and difficulties encountered during students' grammar learning. The results of this study will help foreign language researchers better understand the grammar learning of Chinese junior middle school students and provide valuable reference for improving the efficiency of English grammar teaching. In this study, the survey subjects are not widespread enough, so there are some limitations to these studies. Further studies can be conducted on the basis of this study, and the subjects can be students in different regions. It needs to focus on analyzing the important factors that influence the effectiveness of students' learning, and offer a dynamic and referential choice and application of English grammatical teaching. Over the decades, the value of the grammar teaching has always been a bone of contention. The debate about how to teach the grammar and To what extent grammar is taught will never be a solution. It is supposed that grammar teaching is less important to the teenagers compared to the adult. The role it play in the listening and reading is not so good as the writing does (Celce-Murcia, 1991). In terms of the current junior high school English teaching, most of the teaching and learning is still based on the high school examination as the baton, and many teaching contents are mainly set up in the middle school examination points. English grammar has been a challenge for many teachers and students for a long time. Although it requires teachers and students to spend a lot of time in English grammar teaching, the effect is not so obvious. Though most Chinese middle student can speak fluent English, they can not meet the requirements for grammatical accuracy. As the applied linguistics pay high attention to the learning from teaching in China, learing strategy plays a vital role in language learning. For Chinese student, what learning strategy is the most useful? How to put the learning strategy into effect in the learning class？The research was conducted to analyze the above current problem. How to improve students' grammatical competence and make some suggestions.

Method

  For collecting a full rage of information, the researchers design a questionnaire survey and interview from different point of views. Students and teachers were asked to answer 15 related questions through the questionnaire, which aims at understanding the learning affect of students' grammar learning and the current teaching method of grammar teaching. In my opinion, since the subjects of questionnaire survey and interview were only students and teachers from three different junior high schools in Zhejiang Province, the scope of questionnaire survey and interview was small, which could not represent the status quo of grammar learning and teaching in middle schools in other regions of China and foreign countries, and the data were not representative. Therefore, literature analysis could also be adopted. Find out the existing problems of middle school students' English grammar and comparative analysis of the current situation of middle school English teaching. Since the influential factors of the original research and analysis are not accurate enough, quantitative and qualitative analysis methods can be adopted to find out the key factors affecting English grammar learning and teaching. In the follow-up research work, a series of experiments can be alternative methodology. It was carried out to determine which grammar teaching method can most effectively affect students' grammar learning effect. Compared with the original text, the use of grammar-translation teaching method, task-based language teaching method, communicative teaching method, situation teaching method and presenting in a more inductive way than a deductive way is understood only through questionnaires and interviews. Experiments can be more specific and persuasive, and the effective English grammar teaching methods can be precisely identified. The experimental class can be in this school or in middle schools in other cities, which is divided into six classes of the same grade. Class 1 adopts the traditional teaching mode, Class 2 uses the task-based teaching method as the experimental class, Class 3 employs the situational teaching method as the experimental class, and Class 4 carrys out the communicative teaching method as the experimental class. As an experimental class, Class 5 implemented the cooperative teaching method. As an experimental class, Class 6 presented comprehensive English grammar teaching method. After a month's teaching practice, the final scores of the six classes were counted at the end of the month, and the data were analyzed by SPSS software. Through group cooperation and discussion, learners can discuss a certain grammar phenomenon.

Results

 In the study, 148 students took part in a survey about learning English grammar. According to the descriptive statistics of students' grammar learning situation, 41 percent of the students have strong interest in English grammar learning and nearly half of them think learning English grammar is very important. However, only six percentage of the students think they have a good knowledge of English grammar while most of the student feel unclear about the grammar knowledge. Therefore, the situation of the effect of junior high school grammar learning is not optimistic. When it cones to the descriptive statistics of grammar teaching condition, a total of 30 teachers participated in the survey of English grammar teaching. It indicates that forty-seven percent of teachers and students work well together in grammar class. Among the main grammar teaching method, grammar-translation teaching method and situation teaching method accounts for 40 percent and 22 percent respectively. The proportion of TBLT and communicative method in classroom teaching is the same, both accounting for 18 percent. From the data, we can see that teachers are actively seeking effective grammar teaching methods, and 40% of teachers think that they should use more induction rather than deduction in teaching. Although the students' performance in grammar class is positive, the learning efficiency and accuracy are relatively low with little effect. The teacher's teaching method is still mainly based on the traditional grammar translation teaching, or only uses a single grammar teaching method, and fails to make reasonable use of comprehensive grammar teaching method according to the knowledge content and students' reality. It can be seen from the reflected problems that there are irreconcilable contradictions between students' learning strategies and teachers' teaching strategies. Students lack effective learning strategies to master grammar knowledge and teachers lack awareness of integrating teaching methods. As for the descriptive statistics of difficulties that are often encountered during students’ grammar learning, more than half of the students don't understand the grammar knowledge taught by the teacher in class, a quarter of the student realize that they have many oral grammatical errors And having many written errors constitute 11 percent of the student’s grammar learning difficulties. The rest of the students said they did not have much time to learn grammar.

Through questionnaire survey and interview, we know that students adopt different learning strategies to consolidate grammar knowledge. Sixty-one percent of the students actively completed exercises in class or after class to consolidate their grammar knowledge, nine percent of the students applied the grammar knowledge to practical communication and consolidation, 19 percent of the students read a lot of English materials to internalize grammar knowledge, it is known that among the numerous strategies for grammar consolidation, Students believe that reading is the best way to improve their grammatical analysis ability. 

The results of the survey demonstrate that teachers need to encourage students a lot to read to promote the absorption of syntactic systems and improve the efficiency and accuracy of English grammar. Whether in class or after class, teachers should stimulate students' sense of self-efficacy, give play to students' subjective initiative, respect students' dominant position in grammar learning, try to rationally use comprehensive teaching methods according to students' learning conditions, guide explicit and implicit teaching respectively, and subtly point out students' mistakes. Only when students master effective English grammar learning strategies and teachers can effectively and flexibly use teaching strategies can teachers and students cooperate closely and the effectiveness of grammar teaching and learning can be generated.
Learning strategies are mentioned at the beginning of this article. However, the description of learning strategies only mentioned the definition, and the author did not make a detailed analysis of the effective learning strategies for students' grammar learning. Although the author mentioned the strategies for the consolidation of grammar knowledge and analyzed the strategies for the consolidation of students' grammar learning, he did not make a deep analysis of this data. There is no investigation and research on these three questions. (1) How do junior middle school students use English grammar learning strategies? (2) What are the problems in the use of English grammar learning strategies for junior middle school students? (3) What are the factors that affect junior middle school students' use of English grammar learning strategies? After analyzing the above problems, some suggestions and enlightenments are drawn. As for why middle school teachers' teaching methods and the implementation of teaching strategies conflict with students' learning effects, the author does not conduct further research and give an explanation. Nor does the author conduct a comprehensive study on the existing problems in grammar teaching. The author only focuses on the use of teaching methods, which is not conducive to drawing scientific conclusions.

This study did not specifically explore the effectiveness of situational teaching method, cooperative learning method, communicative teaching method and task-based teaching in the integrated application of junior high school English grammar teaching in the construction of students' grammar ability. It did not combine specific lesson examples for analysis and research, and the conclusion was too abstract and lacked of process. 

As for the details, the article mentions that teachers' language input in class is insufficient. This means that students should do a lot of self-study outside class. Because of the importance of grammar learning, their mastery of grammar knowledge directly affects their learning interest and efficiency. There is a lack of logic and coherence between sentence expressions, and there is no causal relationship between conclusions. As a whole, there is a sharp contradiction between the learning effect of students and the use of teachers' teaching strategies mentioned above. How to effectively solve the low efficiency of junior high school English grammar learning and teaching, and how to perfectly combine the current situation of students' grammar learning with the application of teachers' teaching strategies, the author seems to have failed to solve this problem. The questionnaire design in this paper is too simple, unable to deeply investigate the problems existing in the current situation of students' English grammar learning, the reasons for the low efficiency of students' English grammar learning, the problems existing in the application of teachers' teaching methods and strategies and a series of influencing factors affecting the effectiveness of grammar teaching and learning.
Conclusion
On the whole, this paper has a specific topic, a unique perspective. The topic of the paper "make a mountain out of a molehill", seek a novel and unique perspective, and taking a certain point as the breakthrough point, this paper makes an in-depth analysis of the root causes of the problems in English grammar teaching and learning, explores the essence of the problems deeply, presents the problems in grammar learning and teaching with three small questions, and then puts forward suggestions on the existing problems of grammar, thus achieving the goal of "seeing the big with the small". The author can analyze the errors in grammar teaching through examples and grammar classroom teaching practice.
However, the suggestions for teachers' grammar teaching put forward in this paper are not entirely based on the problems obtained from the investigation of this paper, so it avoids some key issues. It provides valuable reference for improving the efficiency of English grammar teaching but the research issues are not comprehensive enough, and the argument part of this paper is not rigorous enough. 


