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[bookmark: _Toc129298448]Introduction
Common law is crucial in many aspects of the British legal system, including the interpretation and implementation of laws as well as the settlement of legal disputes in situations when specific legislation is irrelevant. Civil law deals with a wide range of legal issues, such as property disputes, family law issues, contract disagreements, and personal injury lawsuits. The basis of the civil law system in the UK is provided by common law and statute law.


[bookmark: _Toc129298449]Common law
In the UK, common law is the dominant legal system and it was created in England. Common law is founded on judicial precedents and decisions, as opposed to statutory laws, which are created by legislative authorities. The judgements issued by judges in the past serve as the foundation for common law in the UK. These judgements are conclusive in any later cases with circumstances similar to those in the earlier judgements (Teubner, 2019). Both these legally significant cases and evolving legal ideas throughout time serve as the foundation for UK law. In the UK's legal system, common law continues to be very important, especially in areas like contract law, property law, and tort law. Statutory law, or legislation enacted by Parliament, is an additional essential element of the UK legal system. The common law system serves as the foundation for the majority of the British court system. This shows that judges base their interpretation and application of the law in specific situations on previous decisions and broad legal principles.
[bookmark: _Toc129298450]Civil law
In the UK, civil law governs legal issues concerning disputes between private parties, such as people or corporations. Criminal law, on the other hand, deals with offences against the government or society as a whole. Criminal law is separate from civil law. Although statutory law is formed by Parliament and establishes the rules and regulations that govern many areas of civil law, common law is based on judicial decisions and precedents that have been established by prior court cases (Gerner-Beuerle and Schillig, 2019). Several aspects of civil law are governed by statutory law. When civil law is involved, the parties often demand restitution for damages for losses or harms suffered as a direct or indirect result of the other party's actions or inactions. In civil law disputes, which are typically resolved in specialised tribunals known as civil courts, it is frequently the plaintiff's responsibility to prove that the defendant is liable for the harm or loss suffered. As it allows both private parties and public agencies to seek compensation for wrongdoing or damages, civil law is a crucial component of the legal system in the UK and supports the maintenance of an equitable and fair society.
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There are some notable philosophical and practical disparities between common law and civil law in the UK's hybrid legal system.  Judges in common law nations play a crucial role in the process of interpreting and establishing the law via the judgements they provide in specific cases. Instead than creating new legal theories via their decisions, judges in civil law are primarily responsible for ensuring that the law is applied in line with the laws and codes that have been established (Kischel, 2019). Legal precedent, which asserts that decisions taken by courts in the past have binding authority in later cases with circumstances similar to those in the earlier judgements, is the cornerstone of common law. 
This contrasts with the common law tradition, which gives legal precedent a greater priority. In instances regulated by civil law, it is often the plaintiff's responsibility to prove that the defendant is accountable for the loss or harm suffered. Depending on the specific legal issue under discussion in a common law dispute, either the plaintiff or the defendant may bear the burden of proof. The adversarial aspect of the British legal system gives each side the chance to present their case to a judge or jury, who will subsequently provide a decision based on the facts presented. This is true both under common law and civil law (Deakin and Markesinis, 2019). The corpus of rules that controls various disciplines is known as common law. Although though each of the common law and civil law systems in the UK has unique characteristics of its own, they coexist to provide a complete and effective legal system for individuals and organisations seeking legal rights and remedies. 
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Common law is seen as having originated in the UK with William the Conqueror's establishment of Norman rule over England in the 11th century after his conquest of the country in 1066. Local customs and traditions were employed to resolve legal disputes at the period since England lacked a centralised legal system. Many legal modifications that occurred throughout the 12th and 13th centuries under King Henry II eventually led to the development of the common law (Schäfer and Ott, 2022). The establishment of a system of royal courts, where judges would tour the country to hear cases and enforce the king's laws, was one of these developments. 
A taxation system was included in this reform package along with other elements. Judges' rulings in specific instances throughout time influenced the common law in a number of ways. At some time, subsequent cases with identical facts to the original case had to abide by the rules set by these rulings. The common law had already established itself as a cornerstone of English law by the 14th century, and in the years that followed, it grew and broadened even more (Siems, 2022). Throughout the 16th and 17th centuries, there were several modifications to the common law. New ideas were added to the law in areas including contract law, tort law, and property law. 
Around this time, equity law was also emerging. Several new laws and reforms were put into place during the 19th century, modernising the legal system as a whole and advancing common law. A few of these developments include the creation of new tribunals and courts, the codification of certain legal principles, and the adoption of new legal procedures. The common law continues to play a significant role in the British legal system today (Postema, 2019). In circumstances when there is no appropriate legislation, its guiding principles are utilised to interpret and implement the law as well as to settle disputes. 


[bookmark: _Toc129298453]Examples of the common law working in practice in UK
The common law is an essential part of the UK's legal legacy and character and continues to evolve as a consequence of the judgements delivered by judges in particular instances. The common law is a crucial part of the British legal system, and courts often use it to interpret laws and settle disputes. Tort law, a subset of the law that deals with civil wrongs including negligence and defamation, seeks to hold perpetrators accountable (Baker, 2020). In tort cases, common law principles are used to determine who is at fault and how much compensation is appropriate. For instance, the duty of care idea, which is often acknowledged as a crucial aspect of negligence law, was developed in the well-known case of Donoghue v. Stevenson. 
Contract law is another area where the common law is often used. Over centuries of established legal precedent, the common law's principles of offer, acceptance, and consideration have been refined and evolved. The courts will use common law principles to determine the rights and obligations of the parties involved where there is no specific legislation that governs the contract. The common law had a major impact on property law in the current legal system (Postema, 2019). Common law is the basis for concepts such as adverse possession, which holds that a person may rightfully claim ownership of property after residing there for a certain period of time. 
Parallel to this, common law developed the concepts of easements and covenants, which restrict how other people may use property. The common law nonetheless plays a substantial role in the case, even in criminal law proceedings where the application of statute law rather than common law is the main focus. For instance, common law provides the foundation for the idea of men’s rea, which holds that a person must have a guilty mindset in order to be judged guilty of a crime. According to this point of view, the behaviour had to be intentional (Siems, 2022). The common law is usually seen as a crucial element of the legal system in the UK, and the courts commonly use its principles to resolve disputes and interpret the law.


[bookmark: _Toc129298454]Conclusion
Common law is based on existing precedents and court decisions, while civil law is based on written rules and regulations that have been adopted by legislative authorities. Contrarily, civil law often relies more on the application and interpretation of specified laws and regulations than it does on prior legal judgements.  Although common law is typically associated with topics like tort law, contract law, and property law, civil law frequently covers a larger range of legal topics, including family law, labour law, and administrative law. 
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