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	NAME: Daniel Cleland

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031307

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Caught red handed: A critical evaluation of “reasonable chastisement” and how it being outlawed in Wales has affected police investigations and related crime and its statistics of adults and children, compared to other countries.

INTRODUCTION:
This is a proposal to research into the topic of “reasonable chastisement”, it being outlawed in Wales, and how it has changed the way police and partner agencies deal with incidents of this nature, as well as how it has impacted crime rates involving children and adults compared to other countries. The reason why this topic has been chosen is because it is relatively new in the fact the chastisement was only recently made illegal in Wales, with the introduction of the Children (Abolition of defence of reasonable punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2020), which came into effect in March of 2022. The research will ultimately evaluate the success of this new legislation by analysing the proposed data and research topics.

Studies have been conducted by University College London (UCL) as well as analysis by a team of experts backed by 20 years of research. This evidences how physical punishment of children is not only ineffective but more so harmful to a child, increasing aggression and anti-social behavioural levels within them (NSPCC, 2021).

Not only this but the majority of crime rates in young persons aged between 10 and 17 years of age has decreased from previous years (Gov.uk, 2023) which could indicate the early signs of success of the Children Act 2020.


This research would take a deeper look into this data, evaluating the information and suggestion any potential issues with the recorded data. Finally, making an informed conclusion on the success of the outlaw of chastisement, and how policing has adapted to the new law and suggesting if improvements could be made.

The research will cover the main areas stated below:
· An explanation of chastisement, and the implications that the use of chastisement has on young person’s such as behavioural issues and adverse childhood experiences (ACEs)
· An evaluation of how the police and other agencies deal with chastisement cases in terms of safeguarding, prosecution, and alternative methods as well as if discretion can be correctly used and justified.
· An analysis of statistical data for not only crime rates of children in England and Wales, before and after the outlaw on chastisement compared to other countries, but also the crime rates of adults prosecuted for chastisement, also compared to other countries.
· Conclude on the success of the new Welsh legislation based on statistical data as well as issues and complications.

This topic is worth consideration for an undergraduate dissertation to enable broadening of knowledge of safeguarding, particularly around child related issues and impact factors such as mental health, drugs, and alcohol. Studying this topic at a higher level will develop skills and knowledge which will assist in being able to confidently deal with cases of such nature in a policing career, as well as challenging any unconscious bias and personal thresholds.
The study would also allow for valuable insight to be gained into the different types of chastisement, including hidden chastisement, and how the “reasonableness” of it may differ between each individual person, police officer or even country.

	


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

On the 19th of July 2018, the policy institute for Wales conducted a review of evidence into children’s attitudes towards chastisement or physical punishment, and the link between it and child outcomes (GOV.WALES, n.d). The report concluded based on the balance of evidence that the development of a child is harmed if severe physical punishment is used against them, and that the effectiveness of physical punishment for defiant children is no more than other nonphysical forms of discipline. However, it also states how there is no definitive evidence to “reasonable” physical punishment having negative outcomes on children, but rather there is evidence to support its association with negative outcomes (Public Policy institute for Wales, 2018).  This report ultimately assisted in the introduction the Children (Abolition of defence of reasonable punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2020) in 2022.


On the 21st of March 2022, Section 1 of the Children Wales Act came into force and removed the defence of reasonable punishment against children. Since its introduction all physical punishment of children is illegal in Wales, including by parents or carers, and anyone else who is acting in loco parentis in any setting in Wales (Wales safeguarding procedures, 2022).

Information on the bill being passed explains that after the ban of reasonable punishment, the police would take on and investigate any reports of physical abuse against children under the crime of common assault or battery (Legislation.gov.uk, n.d), and would apply two tests, those being if there is enough evidence to charge the person acting in loco parentis, and is it within the public interest to do so. The child’s best interests would also be considered when the police are investigating incidents of this nature (GOV.WALES, n.d).

Although there are yet to be specific statistics relating to the outcomes of the introduction of the Childs act and banning of chastisement in Wales, crime rates in young persons aged between 10 and 17 years of age has decreased from previous years in the UK (Gov.uk, 2023). This could indicate early signs of success within the new law change on chastisement. However, there may also be issues in the recording of these statistics, such as the crime rates not being separated from Wales, where chastisement is now illegal, and England, where is it still legal.  The statistics may also have been impacted by other factors, such as the covid pandemic.








	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
This study will use secondary research as a method for analysing, reviewing, and evaluating previously written and researched literature on the topic of chastisement. This will include government documents and other written reports.

Primary research methods will also be used by way of a questionnaire, which will seek to provide quantitative data to be analysed. The questionnaire will seek to obtain information on the general publics knowledge and opinion on chastisement.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
This research will use online questionnaires which seek to obtain information from members of the public as well as professionals working within policing and social services. 

Information obtained from members of the public is crucial to understand the current levels of knowledge that they have around the researched topic, as well as opinions of the current legislation.

Information obtained from professionals will aid in understanding the outcome of the law change, and if it has had a positive impact on police investigations and a reduction in the number of children falling victim to physical punishment.





	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There are no known ethical issues within this research and how it will be undertaken.
The online questionnaire will be voluntary and anonymous and in line with data protection, and will also avoid questions that could reveal ongoing incidents of physical abuse against children.
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