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ARCHIVAL EXERCISE: LLYWELYN AP GRUFFYDD

	I chose to search for archival sources for the life and career of Llywelyn ap Gruffydd.  The way that I go about searching for such sources is by first checking places where I know that they will be or where they probably will be.  This would be the main archives that must have information related to my research.  In addition to obvious archives, I can check secondary sources and see what they list as primary sources.  These can be as unscholarly as Wikipedia or a history enthusiast’s website.  No matter how questionable their conclusions, if they have a good source, it is still a good source.  I can also check Amazon or other book sellers or libraries for books.  Once I have a secondary source, I can check the footnotes in that book or the primary source section of the bibliography at the back.  Possibly I can find another secondary source that I did not know about that would give me new primary sources.  I can also search academic journal articles such as those in Jstor or less official ones on Academia.edu.  These will focus on specific aspects of my research and possibly cite a more obscure source than would a general book.  Further, I can hope that as I check all these sources, I will have new ideas of where to check.  When I have done finding all the information on the primary sources that I can, I would check all the archives where they are located to find them, and I would see if, alongside these sources, there might be something else at the archives that was not mentioned.

Aberystwyth
     National Library of Wales
          Llanstephan MS 1
(This manuscript does not have any material about Llywelyn.  However, it is a Welsh translation of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Britianniae, which was very influential even to the point that Llywelyn referenced it in the letter he wrote rejecting Edward’s offers if he surrendered.  Thus it would be key to understanding how he thought.)
          Peniarth MS 20
(Peniarth 20 contains one version of Brut y Tywysogyon.  This is a chronicle and contains information about Llywelyn ap Gruffydd.)
          Peniarth MS 55
(Peniarth 55 contains Gruffudd ab yr Ynad Coch’s elegy for Llywelyn ap Gruffydd.  It shows how many of the medieval Welsh viewed Llywelyn and the effect of his death.)

London
     British Library
          Cotton MS Otho VIII
(Cotton Otho VIII contains a record of the Treaty of Montgomery between Henry III and Llywelyn.  Since this was the highlight of Llywelyn’s career, this would be very important.)



London
     Lambeth Palace Library
          Archbishops’ Records
               Register of John Peckham
(John Peckham was archbishop at the time of the conquest of Wales and met with Llywelyn in an attempt to bring about peace.  His register should have some information related to the conquest and his meeting with Llywelyn.)

London
     The National Archives
          SC 1/3/163
(This is a letter dated 1262 from Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn to Henry III discussing Llywelyn’s health.  Llywelyn became seriously ill, and Henry made plans in case he would die.  Perhaps this is the means by which he was informed of Llywelyn’s condition, and it might reflect on Gruffydd’s relationship with Llywelyn and both princes’ relationship with the king of England.)
          SC 1/11/143
(This is a letter from Llywelyn to Edward I listing his grievances against the prince of Powys Wenwynwyn, Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn.  TNA lists it as being written 1274–78, so the exact date is not known.  However, Gruffydd, along with Llywelyn’s brother Dafydd, had tried to assassinate Llywelyn in 1274, and then both men had fled to England, so this letter most likely contains Llywelyn’s complaints concerning that attempt and a request for justice.  If so, the letter would give a good idea of the facts of assassination attempt and what Llywelyn understood of it.)
          SC 1/13/124
(This is a letter from Edward I to Llywelyn dated 18 July, 1280 which describes how the Treaty of Aberconwy between them should be interpreted.  This treaty was another key point in Llywelyn’s career.  Since Edward used it in his relations with Llywelyn, his interpretation of it is critical, and how he handled telling his interpretation to Llywelyn would give an idea of their relationship and possibly how they viewed each other.)
          SC1/16/107
(This is a letter by Llywelyn’s brother Dafydd listing what he held against his brother.  Like SC 1/11/143, TNA gives a date range of 1274–77.  Since this is the same significant years, this letter could be an explanation for why he took that step.  Regardless, this would be an important letter for describing Llywelyn’s relationship with his brother and how both brothers related to the king of England.)

Oxford
     Bodleian Library, Jesus College
          MS. 111 (Red Book of Hergest)
(The Red Book of Hergest contains another version of Brut y Tywysogyon.  It may have the same information as Peniarth 20, or it may have something different that could shed new light or reveal a contradiction that would need to be examined.)

	I have found ten archival sources for this exercise, but there are many more that I would need to explore before I could hope to understand the life of Llywelyn ap Gruffydd and his impact on medieval Wales.  As the prince of Wales who united much of Wales under him like few Welsh princes before him and won recognition from the English king, key aspects of his career are those related to his relations with his fellow Welsh princes and with the king of England, such as Llywelyn’s complaint about fellow Welsh prince Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn and Edward I’s interpretation of the treaty made between him and Llywelyn.  Further, as the last prince of Wales whose death made final the English conquest of Wales, another key finding is the elegy written upon his death which reflects how many saw the impact of his death.
If I were to carry this research further, I would thoroughly follow my methodology described above and make use of all the relevant sources found in these particular archives and others, not just the ten that I have listed.  Thus, since Llywelyn was a Welsh prince who was in correspondence with an English king and possibly English nobles as well as the archbishop of Canterbury, the archives of the National Library of Wales, the British Library, The National Archives, and Lambeth Palace Library should be thoroughly checked.  Then it is essential to check secondary sources for further primary sources.  I have J. Beverley Smith’s Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, which, since it is such a massive book, should have already found most of the relevant primary sources.  Other books on Llywelyn would need to be checked as well as articles on Jstor or Academia.edu or whatever journals my school has access to.  Also, I would need to track down any other articles that I might come across.  Finally, unscholarly websites and google should be checked just to make sure that I did not miss anything.
