
Literacy



What is Literacy?

• Literacy is the ability to read, write, speak and listen in a way that lets 
us communicate effectively and make sense of the world.



Aims of this session:
• Gain a deeper understanding 

of the term literacy
• Consider the impact of 

literacy levels 
• Explore and develop 

strategies for improving 
literacy



Noun

the ability to read and write.



Task:

• Take a look at the 
Literacy Framework for 
Wales (the link is in the 
chat/ spreadsheet in 
Teams file)

• Refine your definition of 
the term ‘Literacy’.



Cross curricular responsiblities



Why is Literacy such a hot topic?

Task:
Read the following:
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-50587348

• https://seneddresearch.blog/2019/12/04/how-did-wales-perform-in-pisa-
2018/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-50587348


• The LNF became a statutory curriculum requirement in September 2013.
• Formative assessment against the LNF became a statutory requirement in
• September 2014 giving schools a full academic year to focus on embedding 

the
• LNF into their curriculum planning and their learning and teaching before 

being required
• to assess learners’ progress against it.
• The LNF was extended to cover three to four years and 14 to 16-year-olds
• (on a non-statutory basis) and made available in September 2015.



Developing Vocabulary

As Ludwig Wittgenstein put it over a century ago,
‘The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.’



How many words are there in the English 
Language?



How many words do you know?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

How many words do you know?

http://longstreet.typepad.com/thesciencebookstore/2010/03/word-cloud-the-236-different-words-of-the-cat-in-the-hat.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


What is the percentage of words known in a 
text to ensure comprehension

60 65 75 80 85 90 95



Task 1:

Watch and take notes on the presentation by 
Alex Quigley, for ResearchED 2017, discussing 
the significance of
vocabulary instruction in schools 
@https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jtw7kM
a3GT



Task 2:

Read and take notes on the Oxford 
Language Report.





Select

Explore

Explain

Consolidate





How do we create a word rich classroom?

Create a resource that you can 
share that will raise word 
consciousness or develop 
vocabulary in English.



Any questions?
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