The earlier chapters of the dissertation have explored research through the stages of introductory, investigative, planning and analytical stage, with the previous chapter focusing on findings from the questionnaire sent out to serving police officers. Each chapter has contributed to the research aims, while this concluding chapter of the dissertation seeks to offer recommendations related to the challenges of repeat victimisation in cases of domestic violence. 
This chapter will also present a conclusion to the research question ‘’assessing the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation of domestic violence’’. Alongside this it will consider limitations of the study and suggest any further academic investigations that could be undertaken in the future.
Extensive research and analysis of current and existing research surrounding repeat victimisation in cases of domestic violence. In the proposal sheet of the dissertation, I set out the following objectives:
1. To identify the gaps and challenges of police actions and improving the outcomes for the victims
2. To assess the effectiveness of police interventions in reducing repeat victims of domestic violence in women
3. To examine the current policing policies and procedures and how they are used
4. To identify if there any disengagement from domestic violence victims with the police
These objectives have been completed in the literature review and the data analysis and findings by researching current and existing data and completing a questionnaire from serving police officers.
Main findings
This chapter will analyse the findings of the questionnaire discussed in chapter 4. This section will focus on three themes and will aim to assess the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence.
Theme 1: Multi-agency partnerships
Questions 6 and 9 specifically refer to police safeguarding measures such as DARA/DASH. DARA/DASH are used by the police as risk assessment tools at domestic violence incidents to gather evidence to share with multi-agency partners and trigger referrals to MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference). MARAC is used to share information between different agencies and is an example of multi-agency partnerships that are used to support domestic violence victims. 100% of the participants were aware of these safeguarding measures and when asked if they adequately support victims of domestic violence, 57.1% selected that they agree with the statement. This shows that the participants believe multi-agency partnerships support victims and when asked what the most effective police response is to reduce repeat victimisation, 54.8% selected multi-agency safeguarding. However, research suggests that DASH does not allow officers to identify victims that are at high-risk of repeat victimisation of domestic violence (Turner et al., 2019). Research also suggests that police officers’ inexperience with domestic violence victims may lead to them incorrectly scoring victims which could lead to a delay in them receiving support (Nathoo, 2025). This contrasts with results from question 11. 69% of participants have served as a police officer for under 8 years which may relate to research suggesting inexperience with domestic violence incidents. 
Theme 2: What contributes to repeat victimisation
The participants were asked what factors they believe contribute the most to repeat victimisation (question 13) and 35.7% selected lack of legal consequences. Similarly, when responding to Question 15 (Appendix C), 47.6% mentioned they believed harsher or stronger sentencing would help to reduce repeat victimisation. However, the victims being reluctant to support investigations was the most selected answer to question 13. This is supported by research suggesting women are reluctant to engage with the police, this may be due to past police failings, fear of further violence from the aggressor or fear police will not take them seriously (Vomfell and Povala ,2023). The two factors may also be linked in contributing the repeat victimisation, as victims may be more reluctant to support investigations if they do not believe that there will be legal consequences faced by the perpetrator which could then put the victim at further risk.
Theme three: Effectiveness of police interventions
The results of the questionnaire provide conflicting evidence on whether the participants agree that police interventions are effective at reducing repeat victimisation. 78.6% selected either agree or strongly agree for Question 7 (Appendix B) and 73.8% for Question 8 (Appendix B) relating to evidence-led/victimless prosecutions. However, this contrasts with their answers to Question 10, where 42.8% answer “not very confident” or “not confident at all” that police interventions reduce repeat victimisation. Similarly, 64.3% selected no for Question 14 (Appendix B). These results suggest that officers do believe that although police interventions are important in reducing repeat victimisation, many of the officers questioned do not believe current policies and procedures are adequate in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence. This is supported by the statistics that show the domestic abuse rates and repeat victimisation are still high and disproportionately affects women in the UK (For, 2025). As domestic abuse and repeat victimisation is a significant problem in the UK, this suggests what is supported by answers to questions 10 and 14 (Appendix B), that current policies and procedures are not adequately supporting victims and reducing repeat victimisation. 
Limitations 
One of the limitations of this dissertation was the limited to a word count of 8000 words of the undergraduate dissertation and the deadlines to complete each chapter. Many options to gather more information and research such as conducting interviews with victims would have been explored if there were no restrictions. Another limitation was the number of participants in the questionnaire with only 42 serving police officers responding and may not represent the full perspective on police officers with dealing with domestic abuse. Despite these limitations the questionnaire provided valuable insight and supported analysis in the dissertation.
Recommendations
Future research should explore long-term effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures when dealing with victims of domestic abuse particularly across different ethnic minority backgrounds, victims with socioeconomic and economic hardship. Existing studies show short-term outcomes; however, they do not show whether police interventions and proactive measures reduce the reoffending of offenders and reduce repeat victimisation. Further research could examine victims’ perspectives regarding confidence, trust and willingness to engage with police and partner services. It would be important to gain perspectives from victims of domestic abuse that are affected by social dynamics, immigration status and economic dependency. These are key factors that increase the vulnerability of a victim to abuse which have been under explored and could lead to incorrect data or a lack of data on victims from different ethnic or social backgrounds. (Weir, 2024). Further studies into the effectiveness of multi-agency safeguarding would be vital to provide better insight into a victim’s situation after domestic abuse has been reported to police. This data could be used to improve police policies and to determine which strategy is the most effective in reducing repeat victimisation. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, this section of the dissertation has used data collected by the questionnaire and in the literature review to examine the main aim of the dissertation, if police interventions, policies and proactive measures are effective at reducing domestic violence rates and repeat victimisation. Ultimately, the data suggests that officers believe police interventions are important at reducing repeat victimisation, but further improvements need to be made to policies and procedures. This dissertation highlights how domestic violence and repeat victimisation is a prevalent issue in society and further research focusing on victims from different social and ethnic backgrounds could be used to improve current policies. 
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