After World War 2, the UK and European Union joined forces in terms of economic cooperation, meaning that trading with each other would to deter the countries waging war on each other (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). So, the UK and the EU have previously had a good relationship and trading has been relatively easy with the UK and the EU (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). However, June 2016 saw Conservative MP and then UK Prime Minister David Cameron call for a referendum on EU membership (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). UK voters were invited to decide whether they wanted to remain in the EU or leave. (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018).  If the UK voters chose to leave the EU, the UK would become independent. To Cameron’s surprise, the UK voted in favour of leaving the EU; although there was only 4% in it with 52% voting to leave and 48% voting to remain, leading the UK to the current Brexit decision. Negotiations are well under way and the UK plans to break away fully from the EU in March 2019 (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). David Cameron, the former tory MP was in favour of remaining in the UK, even though it was his idea to have the referendum (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018) and after the remain voters losing the Brexit decision, Cameron immediately resigned the next day, giving way to the UK’s current Prime Minister Theresa May. (Hunt Wheeler, 2018). May is said to have also favoured the remain campaign, but has said that ‘Brexit means Brexit’, and has vowed to listen to the voice of the UK voters (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). May will ensure that we leave the EU on under the notion that this is the outcome the people of the UK wanted and voted for (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). England and Wales voted in favour of Brexit while Scotland and Ireland voted to remain, however the figures were still very close, at nearly a 50/50 decision (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). 
Negotiations with the UK and EU are every much still in play and they hope to come to an agreement quickly over travel, transport and trade before the Brexit transition takes place meaning that the UK will be independent and can then make its own trade deals from 2021 (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). 
After reports of Trump and the UK Prime Minister Theresa May walking hand in hand and apparently getting on it has been said that Trump and Brexit are ‘growing apart’ after Theresa May did not back his Twitter feed in wish he reshared posts from British far right groups (Rachman. 2018). Whether May shared these views or not it can be suggested that due to the nature of them is she did publicly show support for these it would perhaps not play in to her favour so, she was reported t have been ‘forced to condemn’ Trump for these posts (Rachman, 2018). May claims that Brexit is beneficial for the UK to become a ‘Global Britain’ future which support international, rules- based liberal order, while Trump’s vision will always be an ‘America First’ one, who is said to be suspicious of any international institutions (Rachman, 2018). It could be suggested that these contrasts of views could put the UK and America’s relationship in jeopardy; as many differences of political opinions collide (Rachman, 2018).
[bookmark: _Hlk515124800]Wales is said to have favoured the leave vote due to concerns about immigration (Jones, 2016). For example, Ebbw Vale has a small amount of immigration, yet the community still voted out because of this, even though immigration does not affect them as much as funding from the EU does (Cadwalladr, 2016). £1.8bn of EU funding was to be spent on Welsh projects until 2020, however, the UK plans to go independent and break way from the EU in 2019 which means that this funding may well be withdrawn in 2019 (Cadwalldr, 2016; Hunt, Wheeler, 2018). O’Hagan points out that the current tory government will be unlikely to compensate for Wales’s loss of EU funding (O’Hagan, 2016). So, essentially, overlooking the facts and not focussing on more local issues has meant that Wales have ‘shot themselves in the foot’ (Jones, 2016).
England is said to be the ‘dominant power’ in the UK; London’s Westminster Government make most of the decisions which affect the whole of the UK (Sloan, 2017). For instance, the current Tory Government have been accused of motioning a ‘Power Grab’ to ensure they remain in power and can pass legislation without consulting other parliamentary members or have any other input for other parties, particularly when negotiating Brexit (Peck, 2017). This means that no debates or votes will take place on decisions made by the conservative party, which could affect left-wing supporters who do not support tory laws, while the right-wing will benefit without the fear of any legislation being overturned or argued against by another party, such as Labour (Peck, 2017; Beckett, 2015). This is just one example of how much power England hold over the rest of the UK. In England the favoured vote of Brexit means that any other part of the UK must also leave the EU, however Scotland favoured remaining in the EU which sparked concerns that they may well break away from the UK to remain in the EU (Logan, 2017). Scotland are proud of their differing legislations from England and their devolved Government, for example, Scots benefit from receiving free medical prescription, whereas in England this is void unless one is in receipt of benefits, so if somebody can not afford it and show evidence of benefits must they then go without? (Logan, 2017). Scotland also welcomes immigration which many EU leavers in England and Wales did not support; stopping immigration being a large part of Leave voter’s agenda. (Logan, 2017; Cadwalladr, 2016). It is possible that Scotland may hold another vote on whether they should go independent and after Brexit being implemented they may well decide that this time round they should go independent to ensure they remain in the EU and also to break away from the dominance of England’s laws and the Tory ‘Power grab’ (Logan, 2017; Peck, 2017; Beckett, 2015; Black, 2014). Scotland’s First Minister, Alex Salmond once claimed that Scotland needs to break away from the ‘shackles’ of London’s UK parliament and ‘choose its own destiny (Black, 2014). Therefore, if the Scottish society are not in support of the Tory power grab along with Brexit and England being a dominant force over the UK then they could well take their devolved government even further by becoming completely independent (Black, 2014; Logan, 2017; Sloan, 2017). Scotland becoming independent and leaving the UK is detrimental because Scotland leaving would take a large part of Britain’s military and weaken the UK by largely decreasing its size, laving it as some have described as a perhaps laughable ‘Little Britain’ (Forsyth, 2014). Not only bruising Britain’s ego of becoming smaller and taking a lot of their military force, Scotland becoming independent will take their factories and leave the individuals left in the UK with fewer jobs, and these factors are just for starters, never mind about Scotland’s oil (Black, 2014).
The National Assembly of Wales was first stablished in 1998, leading to the devolution of Wales and giving them more power over what happens in their country (Gov.uk, 2013). Wales then moved forward with their devolution in 2007 after creating The Government of Wales Act 2006 (Gov.uk, 2013). By 2011 a referendum was held which saw Assembly Members vote in favour of Wales’s own Government being given more law making powers, there are now 20 areas that Wales has control over, these are: agriculture, fisheries, forestry and rural development; ancient monuments and historic buildings; culture; economic development; education and training; environment; fire and rescue service and promotion of fire safety; food; health and health services; highways and transport; housing; local government; National Assembly for Wales; public administration; social welfare; sport and recreation; tourism; town and country planning; water and flood defence, and; Welsh language (Gov.uk, 2013). Any other matters not part of that list is not devolved and as Wales is still part of the UK would have to go through parliamentary systems (Gov.uk, 2013). Unfortunately, many of the laws above are helped by the EU funding which is now in jeopardy after the decision for Brexit (O’Hagan, 2016).
UK citizens are currently protected under EU laws and will remain bound to these laws until the UKs transition from the EU is complete. After this period the UK will be able to make their own rules and human rights acts. McSmith claims that migrants are at risk of being affected by a change in laws post-Brexit. Currently migrant workers in the UK are able to claim child benefit for their child/ren living in a different country, McSmith believes this will be an ‘early casualty’ after Brexit. Other EU laws current in Britain are employment regulations (McSmith, 2016). An employee is not required to work over 48 hours per a week under EU law, while this legislation can be removed once the UK leaves the EU, Brexit campaigner Andrea Leadsome doubts that deregulation will occur, and employees will be made to work more. Only after Brexit can this claim be found to be that of a factual nature (MsSmith, 2016). Immigration, perhaps the biggest factor for Brexit supporters and Ukip leader Nigel Farage fans, Britain may have to say goodbye to free movement of labour after Brexit (McSmith, 2016). According to Brexit leaders, a points system similar to Australian borders will be introduced, making it much harder for migrants to enter the UK (McSmith, 2016). Could this cause an influx of illegal immigrants and backfire Ukip claims though? So while there are many more examples of protection and freedom under EU laws whether or not these will remain in the UK or be replaced by new laws, only time will tell (McSmith, 2016). Ironically, McSmith says that many of the laws, once possibly removed, the Brexit supporters would not be pleased (McSmith, 2016). Pros and cons were not taken into account perhaps, as well as real facts being reported. A Brexit campaign claimed that the UK sends the EU £350 million a week and by voting leave the saved millions can be spent on funding the NHS – this has now been found to be a false claim (Merrick, 2017). Buses were covered with this claim making it possible for millions to see and drum up Brexit support only for Brexit campaigners, such as Dominic Cummings to then change their tune and admitting that Brexit could be ‘an error’ (Merrick, 2017). In fact, perhaps the most troublesome truth is that the NHS may well be privatised after Brexit (Gingihy, 2015).
Whether the same EU laws remain or not, Theresa May has stated in a Brexit manifesto that any new laws will be made in the UK area, such as, London (Surprise surprise!) Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast and decided by judges in the UK, not the current EU Luxembourg (Bennett, 2017). One EU law May has vowed to abolish is the EU Fundamental Rights Law, possibly creating their own (Bennett, 2017). Remaining EU laws are said to be those for the sake of business, but any seen as unnecessary will be revoked or discussed further on parliament (Bennett, 2017). Although not part of the EU after Brexit the UK still hopes to secure free trading remains (Bennett, 2017). Exactly what this means, no idea! It can be confirmed that Brexit is very confusing! The Labour party has criticised May’s approach to Brexit as reckless and they vow to always put jobs and economy first (Labour, 2018). They claim that a Conservative Brexit will weaken worker’s rights as employees and employers, whereas they will make sure that worker’s rights are retained, and their protection is put first (Labour, 2018). Labour’s party quote is ‘for the many, not the few’ which means they plan on equal rights for everyone not just the ones who can afford special treatment (Labour, 2018). If the conservative was to privatise the NHS, the lower class may not be able to afford their treatment, but the upper class would, making our new Brexit society an unfair one (Guardian, 2017). The Guardian states that the Government need to act on the NHS’s funding and quickly (Guardian, 2017). NHS senior figures fear that the Conservative party will continue to stretch the NHS until it reaches breaking point and they can privatise it (Guardian, 2017) even though the Tories claimed that the weekly £350m going to the EU would instead go to funding the NHS after Brexit (Gingihy, 2015). 
With the debate in society of Brexit having a positive or negative effect on the UK, Plaid Cymru MP Steffan Lewis has said that Brexit could have a devastating effect on the Wels economy (Steffan Lewis cited in BBC, 2017). The BBC reports that Wales is indeed the most at risk from Brexit (BBC, 2017). There is the loss of EU funding which the Welsh Government claim is £650 million per year (BBC, 2017; Rhys, 2017). This money goes on supporting people on to work and training, urban development, helping protect the environment, rural areas, farms, business and several other Welsh projects (Rhys, 2017). As Wales is the poorest region in the UK it is likely to hit Wakes the hardest by EU funding losses which give a great proportion to Wales (Cadwalladr, 2016; Rhys, 2017). Wales also has the highest amount of exports going to the EU, responsible for 60% (BBC, 2017). Brexit meaning lower immigration leaving the single market and the Custom Union, Wales will now face taxes from the EU when exporting goods which may not be an affordable cost after Brexit (BBC, 2017). The UK Government will also lose more money as it falls to them to compensate the loss of EU funding for Wales and other devolved Governments (Williamson, 2017). But as the UK transitions away from the EU which is reported to be the glue that hold the UK together the UK may well lose any current stability they do have (Williamson, 2017). There are already fears of the toxicity within UK relations, claims of recent ‘power grabs’ and Westminster’s dominance over other devolved Governments, the UK will need to find a way to work together and ensure that all Governments are consulted in any decision making and have the power to consent to these, although this may not be the outcome if the previous claims of legislation being passed without parliamentary activity are repeated (Williamson, 2017; Sloan, 2017; Peck 2017). 
The Brexit vote is said to affect the younger generation of Brits at they will be the ones to live in a post-Brexit UK and experience the full effects as oppose to the elder generation (Saker-Clark, 2016). Youngster in the UK have been able to freely travel, live, work and study in the current 28 EU countries with little restriction or having to obtain strict visas limiting their choices (Saker-Clark, 2016). After Brexit free movement restrictions will occur and perhaps visas which may be hard to obtain due to stricter regulations, job opportunities are expected to fall as UK citizens will find it harder to work abroad due to the lack of free movement (Saker-Clark, 2016). Youngster hoping to go to University may well also decrease as while UK Uni fees rise which attracts youngsters to choose to study elsewhere in the UK lessening the cost of gaining qualifications (Saker-Clark, 2016). If University hopefuls do then decide to continue to study outside of the UK then fees are likely to rise and visas harder to obtain (Saker-Clark, 2016). Students from a lower-class background will be made to rely on University funding which is decreasing, and students may have to exit courses early due to financial hardship whether they are on the UK or elsewhere, and while not a definite decider, could push unqualified youngsters more at risk of entering unskilled low paid jobs (Saker-Clark, 2016). 
According to Financial Times journalist David Green, a positive affect that Brexit has had is that society is now more informed on matters to do with the EU and Brexit, that perhaps before the referendum would not have even been on some peoples’ radar or interests (Green, 2017). If there was Scope for another referendum the now more informed members of society who once voted to leave could well change their minds (Green, 2017). It has been revealed that there will not be more funding to go on the NHS because we are leaving the EU, which gained many leave votes (Merrick, 2017; Chu, 2017) exporting goods could become expensive and taxed by the EU (BBC, 2017) and a large part of funding for communities will be lost (Rhys, 2017). So with society having more knowledge on current events it could be argued that place that had higher leave voters, like Wales may change their minds after finding out that so much funding for their communities will be lost (Caldwaldr, 2016; Rhys, 2017; Green, 2017). 
As Wales is the Uk’s largest good exporter and the single market benefits the Welsh economy, Plaid Cymru and the Welsh Government produced and published a white paper in early 2017; Suring Wales’s Future. In this published paper they urge the UK Government to involve Wales and other developed countries in future negotiations, the UK Government should consult Wales for permission when making decisions that affect their country. The Welsh Government and Plaid Cymru also want the UK to make the negotiation with EU that the Customs Union and Single Market in place, at least for the foreseeable, as, not only are closing these damaging to Welsh businesses but to the whole of the UK’s business (Welsh Government, 2018). The Welsh Government goes on to say that Wales is ‘committed to fair work’ which enhance the lives of their citizens without the need to live in poverty and suffer from exploitation (Welsh Government, 2018). Trade policy should support Wales in improving their citizens’ income by allocating resources fairly; nationally and internationally (Welsh Government, 2018). Welsh good exports amounted to £14.6 Billion in the year 2016, meaning that without the Custom Union and Single Markets free trading Wales could suffer a massive blow to heir economy and employees job may be at risk (Welsh Government).
It is very hard to predict life in Wales and the rest of the UK after Brexit, it seems like one negative is then met by another positive, however, it is important to remind oneself that we people are relying on the media to shape our views on current political affairs, as Malcom X once claimed, ‘The media is the most powerful entity on earth. They have the power to make the innocent guilty and to make the guilty innocent and that’s power. Because they control the minds of the masses’ (Malcom X cited in Lui, Volcic, Gallois, 2014, p.276). Whether people have been following the media could be damning to whether the nature of what they are reporting is true and whether the paper they are reading sway their audiences to their own bias’s i.e, a conservative audience reading a conservative newspaper will reaffirm conservative views (Smith, 2017). Furthermore, to divide the UK on the basis of opinions and their voting choices is that ‘there is a lack of respect from the people for politicians. The trust and belief people once had for politicians has faltered in recent years’ (Mcallister, 2016). And who can blame society for thinking this way when it is reported that the 8 billion the Conservative Party promised to put in to the NHS has now been found to be ‘misleading’ and in fact, untrue (Chu, 2017). 
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