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Using a Welsh cultural artefact as a stimulus (a song, object, painting, photograph) create a resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning. Base your work on a specific theme (either 3-7 years or 7-11 years). Briefly justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research.
Using a Welsh artefact (appendix one) as a stimulus allows learners to develop their knowledge of Welsh culture and heritage of historical and modern Wales (ACCAC, 2003). By using a Welsh artefact as a learning stimulus, it enables children to express themselves in a positive or negative way. Children should be given opportunities to use their voices (UNCRC, 1990) whether in music, poetry or painting, which should be encouraged rather than judged. Immersing children into the visual and expressive arts world will encourage them to develop and grow in self-esteem, motivation, confidence and independence (Casserley, 2004). 
Visual and expressive arts enhances learners thinking skills (DCELLS, 2008; WAG, 2010) as learners will be taught about the Welsh artefact in a cross-curricular approach to achieve excellence. Teaching children in a cross-curricular approach will benefit and motivate children to make strong links with creativity across many subjects within the curriculum. Cross-curricular learning has a “positive impact on pupils’ personal development, and on their preparation for life beyond school” (OSTED, 2010). Visual and expressive arts also supports learners to produce high quality work as learners will become passionate about creative resources teachers provide for lessons. Teachers should allow children to innovate and experiment with their skills as this will increase children’s creativity in their own learning and helps to develop a good relationship between the teacher and the learners. Clegg (1999) argues that teaching creative lessons are disruptive to the curriculum and believes that creativity should be of second importance. On the other hand, Michael Gove (Robinson, 2013) supports creativity lessons in schools as he understands that children need to express themselves for them to become creative thinkers in all areas of the curriculum. 
The chosen Welsh artefact used for the children’s learning stimulus will be the ‘Prince of Wales feathers’ emblem (appendix two). This stimulus will be taught to Key Stage Two (KS2) children as the activities planned will suit the children’s age range at KS2 level and hopefully the KS2 learners will have more background knowledge about this artefact. The artefact will be introduced to the KS2 learners by the teacher showing them a photo of the Welsh emblem and asking children questions such as, “where have you seen this emblem before?” The teacher should direct the children to answer this question by using the strategy of think, pair and share because if an individual learner has no understanding about the artefact, another child can share their knowledge and this will support the learner to develop a better understanding of the artefact. 
Introducing the stimulus by showing a picture of the emblem and asking questions will allow children to become active learners by using their thinking skills. Grigg (2015) believes that the development of being creative involves the learners asking questions, making connections and using imagination. After the children have had an appropriate amount of thinking time during the think, pair and share exercise, the teacher should then ask the learners for their answers. The emblem is featured on the Welsh rugby shirt, a two pence coin and is seen in the Welsh regiments of the British Army, so hopefully the learners will know some of this information. 
In addition to the children’s answers, the teacher will explain to the learners about the historical legend of where the Prince of Wales feathers came from, to support the children with more knowledge about the artefact. The emblem is believed to have come from the fourteenth century of Edward, the Prince of Wales (the Black Prince). According to a legend (Chapman-Curry, 2013), the Black Prince fought in the Battle of Crecy in 1346 against a blind King called John of Bohemia. The Black Prince won this battle, so he took the dead King’s helmet which had an ostrich feathers crest and added these feathers to his own arms crest. He also stole the King’s German motto, "Ich Dien," which means, “I serve.” “Ich Dien” is written on the ribbon of the emblem still to this day. The Black Prince changed this motto to Welsh, “Eich Dyn,” meaning, “Your man.” The teacher should write the two phrases on the whiteboard for the learners to see the clear link between the Welsh and German language. Learners should have time to discuss as a class how they are similar. The children could use the internet to look at different phrases to see if there are any other phrases or vocabulary that are similar in Welsh and German. The connection between the two languages links to the first activity. By exploring the emblem and the connection to a different language, the KS2 learners are learning new knowledge while incorporating the development for their Curriculum Cymreig skills (YCC). ACCAC (2003) believes that it is important for children to learn skills from YCC as it provides learners with opportunities to “celebrate diversity and to develop a real sense of belonging in Wales” while allowing learners to have educated discussions in the classroom. Throughout the activities linked to the artefact, the children will be developing knowledge and skills from YCC which are; cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic aspects by combining the subjects of Art, Music and Design and Technology. The main aspects being focused from the YCC will be developing the learner’s cultural, linguistic and economical aspects. 
The first lesson linked to the emblem will be an art lesson. The art lesson will begin by the teacher showing the KS2 learners, on an interactive whiteboard, a slideshow of four paintings (appendix three) created by a German artist named Heinz Koppel (Maskell, 2014). Koppel created paintings of Wales as he believed Wales was scenic and beautiful, but he also painted paintings of decaying industrial areas of Wales in World War One. His paintings can be found in many Welsh galleries and museums in South Wales like the National Museum Wales, Cardiff. One of his paintings is called, “Gazooka band,” the painting (appendix four) shows a Welsh music band performing to keep spirits high in WW1. The learners will be able to visualise the history of how Welsh people socialised in the past which links to the historical aspect of YCC as the children will develop the skill of, “understanding how lives and localities have been shaped by the past, through learning about the history of Wales” (ACCAC, 2003). Koppel was born in Berlin in 1919 and he lived with his Jewish parents, but they moved to Prague due to the Nazi takeover in Germany. In Prague, Koppel started his education in art. In 1938, Koppel and his father moved to the UK where his father worked in a factory in Pontypridd while Koppel lived in London to study art. His mother stayed in Prague but was killed in Treblinka extermination camp. Later, Koppel moved to back to Wales, Aberystwyth with his wife and children where he lived in a farmhouse. He died at the age of sixty-one in 1980. Koppel links to the learning stimulus as the Welsh emblem has links to Germany which the children have discovered within the introduction to the emblem. 
When showing the KS2 learners four paintings by Koppel, the teacher should allow the learners to have thinking time to create ideas about what the paintings show and mean. This will motivate the KS2 learners to think creatively and to use their imaginations. The children should also be directed to think about the different techniques used to create the four paintings. The children should use art terminology to explain their ideas of the paintings such as; the use of light and dark elements, warm and cold colours and tones. Once the learners have had the right amount of thinking time, the teacher should use the assessment for learning (AFL) strategy of “lollypop sticks” to randomly choose children to ask them about their opinions as this gives an equal opportunity for every learner to discuss their ideas. There will be no right and wrong answers as it is the children’s perception of the paintings, so every learner should be praised for their creative ideas. Once the class have discussed the four paintings, the teacher should teach the children about the German artist to help the children “explore links between Wales and the wider world” (ACCAC, 2003).  This is a skill from YCC document from the aspect of Cultural. It is important to teach children the cultural link between Wales and other countries as it allows the children to discover different cultures and widens their knowledge of the world. 
Continuing the art lesson, the main activity should begin by the teacher showing the learners Koppel’s self-portrait painting (appendix five). The teacher will explain to the children that they will be creating their own self-portrait in the style of Koppel’s techniques outdoors. All learners will be given mirrors so when the children are outdoors, in the natural light, they can create a self-portrait using different materials such as watercolours, pencils, chalk or wax crayons to create an A3 painting while looking at their reflection through the mirror. A lesson within the outdoor environment enhances children’s learning by permitting children to have their own independence, improving their focus and concentration and supports them to understand the nature and environment around them (Beaufort Primary School, 2013).  This offers children first-hand experiences to explore elements of colour, tone, texture and pattern. The skill being taught in this art activity is, “experiment with and examine methods used by other artists from different periods, places and cultures” which is found under the element of understanding, from the KS2 Art and Design Welsh National Curriculum (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). To conclude this lesson, the teacher should allow the children to look at their peer’s work and allow them to observe how every self-portrait is unique and special as they are all creatively different. The children’s art work should not be marked as a grade, instead the teacher should provide two verbal positive comments about the learner’s creative self-portraits to encourage children to have confidence with their creativity (Sharp, 2004).  Every learner should be made to feel proud of their self-portraits. 
The second lesson will be a music lesson to teach KS2 learners about the Welsh National Anthem, “Hen Wlad fy Nhadau” meaning land of my fathers. This links to the Welsh artefact as the emblem is featured on Welsh rugby tops. To introduce the music lesson, the teacher will play the national anthem at the start of the lesson to create ambience within the classroom. While the song is playing, the teacher should go around the classroom placing a sheet of a4 paper on children’s desks (appendix six). On the paper there will be the Welsh lyrics of the anthem and the English translation. This will develop the YCC Linguistic skill of, “becoming aware of Welsh as a language and its links with English.” The teacher should play the song twice before asking the children where have they heard this song before and where it comes from. 
The song was written by Evan James but produced by his son James James in 1856 to entertain people with dancing (Rhondda Cynon Taf Library Service, 2011). The father and son both lived in Pontypridd. Evan James loved to read literature and composing poetry while James had an interest in music from a young age and liked to play the harp. The original piece of music is kept in the National Library of Wales. KS2 children will be taught information about the Welsh anthem as this helps children to learn about the heritage and culture in Wales from the past. The music lesson will be taught in a cross-curricular approach so that children learn new knowledge about the history of Wales. Once the learners understand where the song is originated from and produced by, the children will read the Welsh lyrics of the song together as a whole class. The teacher should say a sentence at a time then the learners should repeat the lyrics. This will benefit the KS2 children as the children can listen to spoken Welsh as well as visualising the Welsh language. This will help them to learn and understand new Welsh vocabulary while being able to correctly pronounce the Welsh lyrics. It is important that children can read Welsh as well as speaking the language as this will help learners in the future to promote fluency of the Welsh language which will raise standards of the Welsh language (Donaldson, 2015). 
After the class have read, listened and understood the meaning of the Welsh anthem and its importance to Wales, the teacher will begin the main activity. For the main activity, the learners will be put into groups of two or three. The mixed ability groups will listen to four different versions of the song (appendix seven), “Hen Wlad fy Nhadau.” When each song is played, the group should identify different instruments being played and identify the musical elements of each song. The learners should identify aspects and show understanding from the eight musical elements; texture, dynamics, structure, silence, pitch, duration, pace and timbre. The learners will be learning skills from the aspect of appraising within the KS2 Music National Curriculum (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). The children will be developing the skill of, “make distinctions within the musical elements” and “recognise and describe musical characteristics.” This activity links to YCC as the children are listening to the music of Wales from the past and present. 
Once the children have listened and can identify the music elements of the four songs, the children in their groups will write an evaluation as a PowerPoint presentation about which song version they liked and disliked. The children will have an IPad each in their groups to create their PowerPoints. By using technology within the lesson, the children will be developing their digital competency skill of, “work with others to create an online collaborative project for a specific purpose, sharing and appropriately setting permissions for other group members, e.g. editing, commenting, viewing” (Welsh Government, 2016). It is important to develop children’s ICT skills as technology is part of the modern world and it keeps advancing so, teachers should increase learner’s awareness of everyday technology. Learners should discover benefits of technology instead of using technology just for the use of social media. Smith (1999) stresses the importance of integrating ICT across the curriculum as ICT raises standards. Also, using an IPad will support children with their spelling as if the children make a spelling error, the PowerPoint will identify the spelling error and the children can self-correct and learn, so this will help the children develop their literacy skills as well as their ICT skills. Estyn (2013) suggest there is evidence that ICT is making a difference in motivating children in research, writing and presentation of work. 
The children will have to present their PowerPoint to the class about why they like and dislike the songs they have chosen using the terminology of the musical elements. Additionally, this links to the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) as the children are developing their skills of writing and communicating.  The skill the children will be developing is from the literacy framework from the aspect of speaking, “explain information and ideas, exploring and using ways to be convincing, e.g. use of vocabulary, gesture, visual aids” (Welsh Government, 2013). This lesson is allowing the children to express their opinions and creative ideas about different types of music. It is important that each child within the group is listened to and praised for their creative ideas as again there is no right or wrong opinions. This links to the ESDGC aspect of choices and decisions as the children must make a choice and decision of why they like or dislike the songs. Each group will have created a different PowerPoint also, so this will show the variation of creativity within the class while developing their musical knowledge and skills. 
The final creative lesson will be a Design and Technology lesson where the children will be designing then making their own emblem brooch that represents them as a person. The basic structure of the brooch will be made from card, but the children can design and shape their brooch however they would like. This activity will take two lessons. In the first lesson, the children will design what symbols they want to put on their emblem brooch, what shape they want it to be and what materials they would like to use. In the second lesson, the children will be making their brooch. The learners will be developing two skills from the KS2 National Curriculum of Design and Technology throughout the two lessons (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). The first skill the children will be developing is under the aspect of designing, “evaluate their design ideas as they develop.” The teacher should set this skill as the learning objective, so the children know exactly what they need to do and how to achieve this learning outcome. The second skill the children will be developing is, “measure, mark out, cut, shape, join, weigh and mix a range of materials, using appropriate tools/utensils, equipment and techniques.” The KS2 learners will be developing this skill as they will have the choice of which equipment and tools the children will need to create and make their brooch. This links to the LNF as the children will be developing their numeracy skills by applying mathematical rules to measure how big they want their brooch to be. The numeracy skill the children will be developing from the LNF (Welsh Government, 2013) is, “measure and calculate perimeters.” The children will independently measure their shape, using the appropriate tools such as a ruler and record this information on their evaluation sheets. This could be an area where the children could improve for next time, as if they were to create their emblem again, they will know if they will want their measurements to be larger, smaller or keep the same size. More importantly, the learners will also develop their cognitive development as they will talk about and reflect on what they have learnt and achieved (Robson, 2006). 
To design their emblem, the children will need to think creatively about what they are like as a person. For example, they may include a heart in their emblem as they may be a loving person. As this is a creative task, the teacher will allow the children to research different symbols that could represent them. The research will give the children ideas which then, the learners can start to develop their ideas into a design.  Forming ideas will drive children to self-expression and imagination (Bloomfield and Childs, 2000). The children will need to create an individual plan of their design. They can first draw a “rough design” then discuss this with their peers. This will benefit children to develop their design into an initial idea. Finally, they will need to plan how they will make their emblem by writing a list of tools or equipment they will use to make their emblem, for example, vinyl, glitter or feathers. Also, they will need to label their symbols on their design sheet to explain what their symbols are and why the symbols represent them as a person.  
The second lesson, the children will use their finalised plan to make their emblem. The teacher should let the learners work independently to make their emblem, but if needed, the teacher can offer help to learners to move them forward in their learning. Teacher’s should see the critical benefit of allowing children to be independent when being creative during these two lessons so should only offer help if a child is struggling or stressed. Throughout this lesson, the children should be engaged and challenged to develop their DT skills and understanding. When the children are content with their finished product, the children will need to attach a safety pin at the back of their brooch then write an evaluation using technical knowledge, discussing the outcome of their emblem, what went well and discuss if they were to make their emblem again, how would they improve. The lesson links to YCC as the children will be developing the skill, “keeping abreast of new business enterprise,” from the aspect of Economical (ACCAC, 2003). The children will sell their emblems to their parents on a stall to teach children about business. The learners will decide which brooch they want to reproduce to sell to their parents. The class would have to discuss and come to a consensus about which brooch has the best design and value for money. The teacher should then take the chosen child’s design plan and brooch to a factory where the brooch can be duplicated. 
To conclude the expressive arts lessons, the teacher will plan an afternoon where parents and carers can come into the school hall and see what the children have learnt over the three lessons. There will be a gallery set up for parents to see the children’s self-portraits with facts about Koppel around their paintings. The original “Hen Wlad fy Nhadau” and the four other versions will also play as background music to remind the children of the music lesson. There will be different stalls set up in the hall for the children to sell their chosen brooches and Welsh food such as Welsh cakes and cawl. The children can wear their Welsh rugby shirts with pride and understanding about where the emblem comes from. Within the classroom, there would be a learning pathway around the walls to remind children what they learnt during the lessons and activities they undertook. The learning pathway will show the clear links to the Welsh artefact by having photos of the different artists the KS2 learners learnt about and facts written around the photos. There will be different types of questions to recap their memories of the tasks also. The purpose being the learning pathway is for the children to reflect on their experiences and their understanding of the topics. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The three creative lessons the KS2 children undertook are very effective as the children have gained on experiences from the foundation phase and have built on their platforms of creative thinking and practice. To expand on this, the children would have also gained skills from the wider curriculum for example, communication skills, which benefits children and supports them to progress morally and socially. Teaching expressive arts allows children to feel a part of Wales and their community knowing that they have learnt about their Welsh culture as well as other cultures. Including artists linked to Wales like Koppel, Evan James and James James, will enhance children’s knowledge and understanding of the world as the children are developing knowledge about Welsh heritage. This is vital for children to learn as it broadens and deepens learners understanding of YCC. Teaching children in a cross-curricular approach is also significant as teachers provide opportunities for children to learn new knowledge if teachers have a clear learning focus and have high expectations for the children. Within the expressive arts lessons, teachers should inspire children by having exciting learning resources, including technology, providing environments that promote curiosity and the three lessons have demonstrated these aspects. Children need to be challenged on their creativity for them to become confident and independent creative learners and thinkers by taking risks to create original and imaginative ideas. To assess the children on their skills, teachers need to focus on the quality of learner’s art, music and DT understanding by using effective AFL strategies like, questioning, throughout lessons to record pupils progress. 
Lastly, the three creative lessons demonstrate the value of foundation subjects if taught correctly to a high standard. However, there is significant evidence that the quality of teaching foundation subjects needs to improve significantly for a child to get the right amount of a balanced curriculum (OFSTED, 2002). On the other hand, Darling-Hammond (2000) believes if teachers teach with a high-quality standard, this will increase student’s achievements. Therefore, teachers need to think creatively and gain originality when teaching foundation subjects for learners to achieve outstanding results. 
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