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Discuss the significance of the marriage and divorce laws in Judaism. In your discussion please indicate both primary and secondary sources noting any differences between Orthodox and Reform Judaism.

Introduction
In this report I am going to discuss the significance of marriage and the thoughts on divorce in the Jewish faith. I will also talk about the traditions of the marriage ceremonies and the differences between them in orthodox and reform traditions. I will not discuss the conservative traditions due to only being asked to discuss orthodox and reform and I will need to keep the report at 1000 words and it will be harder to fit all three traditions into the word count. I will be referencing both primary and secondary resources using the MHRA referencing system. My main primary sources are the Hebrew Bible and the Mishnah and my secondary sources come from a variety of places. The aim of this report is to have a lot of the information about Jewish marriage and divorce traditions in one place and explain some of my findings from creating a poster on this topic. 

Main Body
Marriage - Orthodox
In orthodox Judaism marriage is an extremely important rite of passage. They have many specific traditions that must be done in a marriage ceremony and in preparation for one. In preparation for the wedding the bride[footnoteRef:1] and groom[footnoteRef:2] must not see each other the week prior to the ceremony. Due to this, the bride and groom must greet guests separately, this is known as Kabbalat Panim. It is also customary for the mothers of both the bride and groom to break a plate together to symbolize how serious of a commitment the marriage is for each family – a plate cant be fully repaired similar to if the relationship broke down it couldn’t be repaired. The bride must also be veiled by her groom in order to represent her purity and keeps her modest. Some of the traditions that are still incorporated into orthodox jewish weddings today were taken from the first book of the Torah – Genesis. The veiling is taken from when Rebekah had been veiled before she married Isaac.[footnoteRef:3] The dress must also be ankle length, with a high neck line and covering the shoulders. Also the ceremony must include a Huppah which is the tent that the bride and groom stand under and it represents their new home together, it also must face east so it can point toward Jerusalem.  [1:  ‘Kallah’]  [2:  ‘Chatan’ ]  [3:  Gen. 24: 65] 

Another thing that the bride and groom must do before the wedding is use the mikvah to cleanse themselves. It also must be the case that the bride is not menstruating on the day of the ceremony as she would be impure and unable to enter the synagogue. 
In an orthodox Jewish wedding the wife will be the only one to receive a wedding ring and the ring must be a plain gold ring with no holes in it as if there were holes in it they would represent holes in the marriage and the lack of holes shows how their relationship in infinite. However, the bride may give a wedding ring to the husband but this must not be done underneath the Huppah. The ring is the most important moment of the ceremony as it represents when the couple are officially a married couple. 
There must also be a ketubah at the ceremony and this is a document which favours the wife’s rights in the marriage and what the husband must do in the marriage as his part also. 
The husband must break a glass that has been placed on the floor to represent the destruction of the second temple in Jerusalem. This is the final part of the ceremony.
Marriage – Reform
In reform Judaism, some of the same practices are followed but since they don’t use many of the older jewish traditions there are some differences. Some things they do the same are; 
· Fasting 
· Veiling (not always done but is occasionally)
· The Huppah
· The bride circling the groom 7 times to symbolize the 7 days it took to create the world
· Betrothal blessing over the first cup wine
· Ketubah
· Seven blessings over second cup of wine
· Breaking the glass
· Yichud – a moment of privacy for the new couple before going back to their friends and family also if the couple have been fasting, this is where they will enjoy their first meal together as a married couple.
Things that they do differently is that rather than the husband giving his wife a ring, there is an official exchange of rings that can happen under the Huppah. Also the vows will be given by both bride and groom. It is also allowed in reform Judaism for same sex marriages to happen whereas this is never allowed in orthodox traditions.
Divorce – Orthodox
Divorce is not encouraged in Jewish tradition but it is understood that sometimes it is the only option. It is always seen as a sad time when a divorce happens. Only a man can get a divorce, women would not be allowed. The man must provide his wife with a get – a document composed of 12 lines written in Torah script by a scribe. If a man refuses to provide a get for his wife then she will be an agundah[footnoteRef:4] which means she can’t remarry and is neither married nor divorced. Men must never divorce their wives with no acceptable reason, however what constitutes as a good reason varies from adultery to the wife serving burnt food. And in order for a divorce to happen, a bride price must be paid by the husband. [4:  ‘Chained Woman’] 

Divorce – Reform
In reform Judaism the divorce process is very different to orthodox traditions. They don’t use gets and the woman is able to initiate the divorce. They attempt to introduce a spiritual element into the divorce process with a ceremony called the Ritual of Release. They still do not encourage divorce and also consider it a very tragic time and because of this the synagogue will have something called a caring community committee which is a group of people who will attempt to reach out and comfort and support the divorced couple as they would a grieving family.
Conclusion
The basic views of reform and orthodox Judaism are the same with marriage and divorce;
· Marriage – important spiritual event
· Divorce – tragic but sometimes necessary event
It is just that the ways each tradition goes about marriage and divorce that is different, with orthodox sticking to very traditional methods and reform being a bit more modern.
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