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Question:  Describe the key features of one significant sociological perspective and how they relate to the study of contemporary society.
This essay will explain feminism and the relationship between feminism and the contemporary issue of domestic violence. One will look at the history behind feminism and explain the term domestic abuse. 
This essay will also demonstrate some differences in equality across the globe.
 One will give some examples of modern day domestic violence against women. One will also look at a more recent view of domestic violence against men. 

Cambridge Dictionary (2023) describe feminism as that opportunities for men and woman should be the same, woman should be treated the same as men and be entitled have the same powers and rights.
International Women’s Development Agency state that women and girls should have the same opportunities in life as that available to men and boys. They encourage women to realise their full rights and respect diverse experiences, identities, knowledge and strengths. 
Feminism isn’t defined as the hatred of men, or believing women are better then men. It is the belief that no matter what your gender, equal rights should be available to all. (International Women’s Development Agency)
Haralambos & Holborn (2008, p.11-12) state that some feminists argue that men usually carry higher status employment and tend to be better paid. They are therefore seen to be the more poweful gender in a family. Also, within politics they are seen to more dominant than women. Feminists are said to believe that in the future it is possible to to rid society of the exploitation of women and their ultimate aim is to diminish men’s oppressing of women. 
Some will argue that not all women are dominated by men to the same degree. Whilst they are in agreement that it does exist, they feel class backgrounds, ethnic groups and age will affect the level it affects them. For example a black woman living  in poverty in Africa, will be in a different situation than a white woman, living with wealth in a rich capitalist country. Haralambos & Holborn, 2008)
Haralambos & Holbron (2008) express that Feminism does come in various forms, which usually have a shared number  of similar features. Such as Marxism and functionalism. They tend to believe that human behaviour is moulded by the system, they tend to see society as a whole, looking at it from a macro perspective. They also refer to system theories and consider society working as a system. From a functionalism outlook it is believed that the social system is shaped by what is classed as the norm and the values we hold. Whereas Marxist believe that the behaviour is determined by the infrastructure of economics. 
Slattery, M. (2003, p. 158) state that Marxist feminists believe capitalism generates further exploitation and oppression, due to the division caused by patriarchy. This term has been adopted by feminists’ acknowledgement to male domination particularly socially and politically and also within cultural institutions and social forces. With the assumption that God is Male, patriarchy can be traced back to Bible. (Slattery, M. 2003. p. 156). 
Giddens, A and Sutton, P. (2020. p94) explore that feminist theories have risen due to attempts to explain gender inequality and these often have contrast views. 
Giddens and Sutton state how social inequality between men and woman can also be intersected, so rather than just looking at the class systems, sociologists over recent years have researched further into intersectionality, therefore looking at how the difference in class and also ethnicity and differences in culture may also shape social divisions. 
United Nations Foundation explain how gender inequality affects various aspects of life, from the home, healthcare, education and workplace, all across the globe.
United Nations Foundation state:
There are restrictions still in place in 34 countries that refrain women from working in certain jobs.
Domestic violence has no laws in 28 countries.
44% of women globally are unable to make their own decisions in regard to their reproductive and sexual health and rights.
Within technology it has been identified that since 1988 44.2% industries show a gender bias and it has been seen that 25.7% demonstrate both racial and gender bias.

Bennett, P. (2016) states that in opposite sex relationships the Feminist theory emphasizes the gender and power inequality and how gender roles rule the behaviour in men and woman within their close relationships, such as society allowing males to be more aggressive and violent. 
Global Fund for Women (2023) look at the ‘me too’ movement, using the hashtag #metoo which went viral in 2017, which was founded by Tarana Burke in 2006, in order to support those who have survived sexual violence.
Global Fund for Women state how survivors across the globe shared their experiences with sexual assault. 



Victim Support (2023) explain that domestic abuse can be displayed in a variation of ways, these can include:
Physical abuse
Sexual abuse
Financial abuse
Emotional abuse 
Gaslighting
Controlling and coercive behaviour
Digital and online abuse
Honour based abuse
Forced marriage 
Female genital mutilation

If an incident or pattern of incidents of any of these behaviours between persons aged 16 years or over, regardless of gender or sexuality, who are or have been, intimate partners or family members, is recognised by the UK government as domestic abuse. (Victim Support 2023).

Women’s Aid suggest that both men and women can be victims of domestic abuse. However, Women are usually subject to more serious forms of abuse and abuse is inclined to be repeated. It is thought that this derives from women’s unequal status within society. 
Kaur, K. and Garg, S (2008) explain that the most common form of violence against women is domestic violence and how their life spans can be affected by it, even from being in the womb, due to abortion of female fetus to forced suicide and abuse. They state how this is evident in every society within the world to some extent. 
Hesketh, T and Xing, Z (2011) state how countries such as China, South Korea and some parts of India already show imbalances in sex ratio due to the son preferences people have shown for centuries, resulting in infanticide to nutritional and healthcare neglect and discrimination against females. 
Hesketh and Xing explain how especially in countries where money is made from farming and working on the land, rather than industry having a son takes preference, where it is believed they have a higher wage earning capacity and will carry on within the family background, also becoming the carer for parents when they reach old age or become ill.
National Domestic Violence Hotline (2020) argue that it is the power and control that give abusive people the need to abuse, often with them feeling that they have the rights to control and restrict a person’s life. 
National Domestic Violence Hotline explain these people will believe they hold priority in a relationship and their own needs and feelings are more important than that of their partners. 
National Domestic Violence Hotline state that some abusers will have learnt the behaviour to abuse, usually witnessing it whilst they were growing up within their own families, or they possibly learnt it from structural inequities, popular culture or from friends. 
National Domestic Violence Hotline argue that these abusers do have a choice when turning to abuse, no matter what the reasoning behind it. 
National Centre for Domestic Violence point out the argument as to why women stay within an abusive environment, they state how whilst this seems a simple enough question, there are more complex answers. 
National Centre for Domestic Violence state there are a few reasons:
They incorrectly feel the violence is their fault. Their abuser may have made them believe they do deserve it, possibly accusing them of provoking behaviour.
They believe they can change their partner.
Feeling that they won’t be believed, or if they were to speak out they may endure further or even worse abuse.
Financial stability could impact, especially when they are financially dependant on the abuser.
Guilt for removing any children from their Father and their family home. 

Women’s Aid state how during the Queen’s Speech a domestic abuse bill was promised, four years later this became law on 30th April 2021, known as Domestic Abuse Act 2021. 
Women’s Aid cover some changes this act now delivers, such as:
Children being recognised at victims in their own rights.
Support is to be funded by councils for safe accommodation for survivors.
Actions such as disclosure of private sexual images, post separation coercive control and non-fatal strangulation being seen as criminal offences.

Broberg, R. (2023) argues that whilst domestic abuse is seen as a gendered crime, this being men being the abusers of woman, there are figures from The Office for National Statistics estimating that one third of domestic abuse victims are men, showing 1.6 million women reported abuse in 2020 and 757,000 of men. 
Broberg states that when men open up to police and safeguarding services about their abuse they are often silenced by hostility and disbelief and studies have shown they very rarely get asked about their domestic relationships by health professionals. 
ManKind Initiative (2023) explain how until men feel they no longer have control over their life or become isolated, they do not feel or believe that’s they are a victim of abuse.
ManKind Iniative state that men often suffer terrible psychological and emotional abuse, for example, being told their child is not theirs, or that they do not behave like a real father would.  
Thobejane, T and Luthada, V. (2019) look at the suggestion that men are not supposed to cry, due to patriarchal nature and stigma attached to men being victims of abuse from females, and showing pain or agony within society is not seen as being masculine.
Thobejane and Luthada state those advocating feminist theories see the issue of women abusing men to be less important and not as serious as men abusing woman, whilst acknowledging it does happen, it is not required to receive as much support and not seen as being as much of a social problem. 
To conclude, this essay has looked into the history of the Feminist theory. One has looked at some theories behind feminism.
 This essay has explained the meaning of domestic abuse and the various forms of abuse and how it relates to the contemporary issue of domestic violence, also looking at current legislation. One has also looked at current feminist movement such as the hashtag ‘Me Too’. 
This essay has also demonstrated the differences in culture and ethnicity and the examples of gender equality. 

This essay has also looked at an opposing view of domestic violence against men and how feminism has played a part in this not being as recognised as important as violence against women is seen. It has also shown that domestic abuse against men may be seen as more coercive and physiological. 
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