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FASHION MEETS CULTURE
A curated exhibition exploring fashion influenced by Filipino culture

In this day and age, people often find themselves trying to keep up-to-date with what is on trend, and there is not much originality with the fashion that is worn at international events. People are expected to conform with fashion that society sees as being normal. When it comes to modern international events, people tend to disregard the culture behind their country, and do not express it through their fashion. Due to me being half Filipino, I gravitate towards the history and culture of the Philippines, and I find it intriguing how different designers depict the culture through fashion. 

My metaphorical exhibition will take place in the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) in London because it is the world’s largest museum of applied and decorative arts and design. The Victoria & Albert Museum was founded in 1852, housing a collection of 2.27 million objects spread across the 145 galleries. Its collection spans 5,000 years of art, from prehistoric times to modern day. It features different artwork from a wide variety of cultures such as Europe, North America, Asia and North Africa. As stated by Paula Marincola (2007), in her book What Makes a Great Exhibition?, “Exhibitions are strategically located at the nexus where artists, their work, the arts institution, and many different publics intersect. Situated so critically, they function as the prime transmitters through which the continually shifting meaning of art and its relationship to the world is brought into temporary focus and offered to the viewer for contemplation, education, and, not the least, pleasure”. Having my exhibition in the V&A is strategic as it has many other exhibitions about other cultures. 

The departments of Asia in the V&A include art from South Asia, China, Japan, Korea and the Islamic world. However, it does not have any exhibitions that showcase art that specifically originated from the Philippines. According to Hans Ulrich Obrist (2014), in his book Ways of Creating, “There is a fundamental similarity to the act of curating, which at its most basic is simply about connecting cultures, bringing their elements into proximity with each other – the task of curating is to make junctions, to allow different elements to touch. You might describe it as the attempted pollination of culture, or a form of map-making that opens new routes through a city, a people or a world”. Having my exhibition in the V&A would add even more diversity to the museum as a whole, and it would help both national and international visitors interpret both historical and contemporary Filipino artistic, design and cultural traditions.
 
The V&A has been exhibiting fashion for over a hundred years. Having my exhibition in the V&A would be ideal because not only does it exhibit fashion from different historical periods, it also showcases modern up-to-date fashion. The fashion that I am going to exhibit in the museum is influenced from a variety of things such as the historical culture, mythologies, ornaments that represent the country, and landmarks in the Philippines. This means that although the majority of the fashion that I will showcase is created by modern designers, a lot of the fashion is inspired by the history of the Philippines.

As an exhibition, FASHION MEETS CULTURE brings together the work of 2 Filipino designers dealing with the concept of representing a country through fashion. This exhibition explores different types of fashion that portray Filipino culture through beautifully designed pieces of clothing. FASHION MEETS CULTURE seeks to inspire people of all ages to appreciate the culture of their country, and to find ways of expressing it. 














Figure 1. Mayon Gown designed by Mak Tumang (2018)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibition begins with a wax model of Catriona Gray of the Philippines (Miss Universe 2018) wearing the dazzling crimson gown that she wore when she won this annual international beauty pageant. This outfit is the Mayon Gown designed by Mak Tumang, and was designed to resemble the swirling red and orange lava that flows down the cone-shaped Mayon Volcano’s crater. It was heavily created as a tribute to the prominent and iconic Mayon Volcano in the Philippines, which is dubbed as the ‘perfect cone’ because of its symmetric conical form. Mayon Volcano is said to have been named after the mythological heroine ‘Daragang Magayon’, which is translated to ‘Beautiful Lady’. Catriona Gray is considered as the modern-day Daragang Magayon as she personifies the Filipina’s beauty and intelligence. I believe that there is a lot of meaning behind this gown as lava is a vivid symbol, and since ancient times, has always been associated with fury and passion. This gown proudly represents Catriona Gray, since she has a burning passion for what she believes in.  
















Figure 2. ADARNA: The Blazing Siren gown designed by Mak Tumang (2018)
Following on from the ‘Mayon Gown’, the next dress displayed is the “ADARNA: The Blazing Siren” gown designed by Mak Tumang that Catriona wore during the pageant’s Preliminary Competition. This evening gown of Catriona’s proudly showed off Pinoy heritage and culture. The 'Ibong Adarna' is a mythological pulchritudinous bird that could change in several fascinating guises. Its enchanting voice can enable complete healing to anyone who is able to hear it. Mak Tumang compared the mythological Adarna to Catriona, since she has a resilient and unwavering spirit. Catriona uses her voice to empower, influence and encourage those that look up to her. Catriona is a good model to represent this dress and the meaning behind it, as her will-power and burning power enchants her following and makes every Filipino proud with whatever she does.
[image: Image result for ibong adarna catriona gray]










Figure 3. Perla Oriente gown designed by Mak Tumang (2018)

Displayed beside the "ADARNA: The Blazing Siren” gown is Catriona’s unseen third gown - the “Perla Oriente” gown designed by Mak Tumang, which also has a patriotic story behind it. The green, gold and blue gown takes inspiration from the name given to the beautiful country of the Philippines – Pearl of the Orient Seas. This gown showcases a large amount of pearls, due to the fact that the Philippines is one of the largest producers of pearls, and the Philippines is truly a gem. This gown represents the proudness of the Philippine roots. The gown itself is beautiful and captivating as it dazzles due to the beautiful gems. The pearl is said to attract good luck, and symbolises the purity, generosity, and loyalty of its wearer. 
[image: Image result for sampaguita catriona]













Figure 4. Sampaguita dress designed by Mak Tumang (2018)

The last dress designed by Mak Tumang that I am featuring in my exhibition is the Sampaguita-inspired dress that Catriona wore for her homecoming parade. This dress has a lot of meaning behind it, depicting Filipino culture and representing the country’s national flower. The Sampaguita (the Philippine Jasmine) is the country’s national flower. It is said that its etymology was derived from the Filipino words “sumpa kita” which translates to “I promise you”. Catriona fulfilled her promise of winning Miss Universe 2018 for the Philippines, which is why this dress is very fitting for her homecoming parade. 

[image: Image result for catriona grays national costume]
 











Figure 5. LuzViMinda National Costume designed by Jearson Demavivas (2018)

Catriona’s national costume for Miss Universe 2018 was designed by Jearson Demavivas. This costume is called “LuzViMinda”, which is inspired by the diverse cultures of the Philippines biggest islands, Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. Gray’s costume is rich in symbolism as the country’s heritage is depicted. The island of Luzon is represented by the world-renowned Christmas lantern from the province of Pampanga. It features a brass border, which was inspired by designs from the Philippine Baroque Churches. There is more detail to the Christmas lantern, as the Philippine National Anthem is inscribed on the back, written in the ancient Filipino alphabet. The island of Visayas is represented through a bodysuit that features authentic tattoo designs derived from patterns that were used by the Pintados (indigenous people found in Visayas). Lastly, to represent Mindanao, shoe designer Jojo Bragais made Gray custom-made thigh-high boots that are embroidered with different indigenous textile patterns from the southern part of the Philippines. 














Figure 6. Inaul dress designed by Jearson Demavivas (2018)
The final dress that I will be exhibiting is an Inaul dress designed by Jearson Demavivas for Catriona homecoming Press Conference. Inaul (woven), is a handmade fabric with designs passed down from generation to generation. Each colour that is knitted into the Inaul has significance behind it. White is associated with sadness, green signifies peace, and black signifies dignity. Inaul is synonymous with Mindanao, and it is a symbol of royalty of a great nation that once ruled Mindanao. Not only does it represent the rulers of Mindanao, but it also magnifies the greatness of the people.[image: ]

My exhibition is taking place in a traditional gallery space, and therefore I want to keep the layout of it quite simple. There will be a logical flow between the different outfits as it transitions from one designer to another. To allow the audience to understand what I am trying to convey, placed beside each outfit will be a plaque with information on the meaning behind that dress. The exhibition will be in a rectangular room, which will allow the layout of my exhibition to remain minimal. The walls are going to be kept white, due to the fact that the outfits are very colourful, and therefore, I want them to stand out against the wall. The wall that has the entrance/exit will be covered in artificial Philippine Jasmines to carry the culture throughout the whole exhibition, and since they are white, they won’t take away the spotlight on the actual outfits. Above each of the dresses, there will be white spotlights, so that each dress is visible and catches the viewer’s eye. 
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