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In this essay I will be talking about three essential skills I believe are important to have in the dance industry, especially as a performer, choreographer, and dance teacher.
When it comes to the dance industry, communication skills are important to have since you must be able to not only just carry out your own ideas, but you also take ideas from others into consideration (Tanvir, 2019). For a dancer, dance teacher or a choreographer, communication skills are very important due to the fact that you will be working with many different people.
If an individual has resilience, it means that they are able to come out of an inconvenient situation without being phased in a negative way, they have an ability to control negative thoughts or emotions that get in their way (Burton-Hughes, 2023). Since people in this industry go through a lot of mental and physical blocks, being resilient is an essential skill for anyone in this dance industry.
Being creative is a massive part of the dance industry especially for choreographers since they are responsible for constantly creating new pieces of work from by being creative with how to tell stories through their choreography and how it will connect with the audience (Hargreaves, 2019).
I think the biggest skill an individual must have is communication since you will have to work with many different individuals throughout your career. As dancers you go through a lot of pressure and rejections but by having resilience you will not give up. If choreographers and dancers in this industry were not creative there would not be any evolution of dance genres and styles and everything would be the same, but it is important that the people in these jobs are constantly creating innovative work.
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For this essay, I will be reflecting on one of my tap classes within my course, I have chosen this class since tap is something that I struggle with due to the intensity and the specific way you need to move your legs, ankles and feet to achieve different skills.
In this class, we were taught the Shim Sham which is a tap dance choreographed in 1928 by William Bryant and Leonard Reed, it was originally choreographed and named Goofus for a finale but ended up being used in the entire tap dance genre, due to the phrases and classic patterns. The dance is now called the Shim Sham after being danced in a nightclub and is technically the tap dance anthem. When I found that we were learning the Shim Sham I was intrigued and curious since I have never heard it before but also excited since I learn tap steps better when it is a part of a routine or combination. There were multiple challenges which I faced during this lesson which were made up of a combination of different things.
The first step which was a stomp spank step, I was already unsure whether I would be able to do the routine perfectly since the step had a fast rhythm and meant that I had to make the sound of multiple taps within a short amount of time, but I was able to achieve the step multiple times, even though I wasn’t consistent whilst doing it, I know that I will need to practice this step a lot more.
Another challenge which I faced was the Tack Annie step, this is when you do a pick up step whilst stepping side to side, I had difficulties with this step due to a similar reason as the first step because of the timing, but I tried my best to keep the movement small to achieve it but it was difficult to correct myself whilst doing it due to the speed, there were many others in the class which were struggling with this therefore Justin gave us an alternative way of doing, this was by doing a tap step instead, but I wanted to push myself further and keep trying to do this step correctly.
I was very surprised by myself when I learnt a new move called the crossover step, at the beginning of learning this step I was struggling with the correct rhythm as well as remembering to tap my toe first before rocking back on to the heel, but after repeatedly doing it I managed to achieve this movement correctly and it has now turned into my favourite step to dance within tap.
At the end of this routine there was a small section which included many different steps, this was called the shave and a haircut step, this included a shunt, pullback, heel click and slap, I found this section of the dance the most difficult because of how many technical steps it consisted of, but I was able to pick up the steps quite quickly and get out of my own head when it came to that section since I always overthink each movement, especially within tap.
When I did the entire routine with music the first time, I found it difficult to keep in time and correctly do each step, but then we all went over little sections which we needed to improve on before the second time when ran the routine, because of the extra time we had before dancing it for the second time it helped me to improve my steps for it, therefore I realised that sometimes I need to take a minute out of learning steps to help the movements get into my body more so then I can do the routine correctly with less mistakes.
In conclusion, within this class I learnt that I need to stop putting so much pressure on myself to achieve different steps correctly for the first time, as well as not get frustrated when others within the class achieve them before me and compare myself to my peers, because everyone has different abilities within tap. I need to stop overthinking so much when it comes to different steps since I have realised that if I keep focusing on what I am doing too much in tap it will take longer for myself to achieve these different skills, I am a perfectionist and I need to stop thinking that I will never be able to do something as soon as I do it wrong.  
After this class I felt like my abilities in tap have improved and I am now excited to learn more tap steps and tap routines since I feel like I will now be able to pick up easier and faster.























                                                                         Task 2 (Review)
                                        800 word review about a live show
                Porthcawl Grand Pavilion – Beauty and The Beast Pantomime
For this assignment I thought it would be a great opportunity to watch a smaller local show to write a review on since it is more of an intimate experience, the production which I watched was The Grand Pavilion Porthcawl’s annual pantomime produced by Imagine Theatre, this year’s is Beauty and the Beast starring Ceri-Anne Thomas and Aled Thomas Davies.
Imagine Theatre is a producing company for pantomimes and children’s entertainment, they supply the scripts, costumes, set and props, Imagine Theatre was founded 25 years ago and currently produce shows in 50 venues around the UK. Callum Roberts is the associate producer for this show specifically, he is the founder of Wing It Theatre which created projects during the summer and is currently the Associate Producer for Imagine Theatre.
Andrew Ryan wrote this production, he has spent most of his career writing, directing, and acting as a dame in multiple productions of pantomimes around the UK. The musical director is Christopher Bond, he is a graduate from Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, he has work that was commissioned for The Royal Diamond Jubilee.
Jenny Phillips was both the choreographer and the director for this production, she has a lot of experience with pantomimes since 2007 when she began to work with Imagine Theatre, most recently she has been producing shows for holiday parks such as Away Resorts and Butlins. 
When I first entered the auditorium, the set was already on show, the set was standard for a pantomime production, there were bright colours and a lot of glitter but since the theatre is quite small, I felt as if they kept it quite simplistic. 
The costumes for this production, mainly the ensemble, were very simplistic but also effective and even though the same costumes were worn throughout, they still worked with every number and scene within this show, the Dame’s costumes stood out to me the most since there were multiple different costumes and they all worked with different scene as well as projecting the personality of the character to the audience.
The lighting and sound were kept quite simple which I think is a good thing since the theatre is small therefore the simplicity of it did not overpower any number or scene. During the Beast’s solo song, they added adverb into it which I do not think was necessary since his voice was very pleasing to listen to and did not need any effects over it.
Many of the company members lacked a lot of energy which did not give a pantomime feeling whilst watching this production but there were two cast members that had energy throughout and they were Dame Dolly played by Vern Griffiths and Gaston played by Harry Pudwell, as soon as these two characters entered with a lot of stage presence which lifted the energy of the entire theatre. There were moments when certain scenes did not go to plan, but all the cast worked very well to bring it back to the script whilst staying in character.
Since the stage was quite small and that there were many children alongside 2 professionals within the ensemble that each number that contained choreography was quite overwhelming, I also felt that the two professionals within the ensemble had much more advanced choreography, but it looked underwhelming and was not executed well as there was no space and a lot of different company members doing different choreography. I also thought that Ceri-Ann Thomas who played Belle, lacked a lot of confidence whilst dancing and looked down a lot.
My overall opinion is that this production is very entertaining and light-hearted and is a great show for all the family during the Christmas time of year. I think that they could have scaled back a little bit of the set due to the lack of space which meant that choreography could not be executed very well due to how many company members were on stage at once.
The energy from the beginning lacked but as the show went on the energy lifted and was mainly because of the Dame and Gaston, I think that the role of Belle could’ve been casted with a person that has a bit more confidence since I could feel that she was uncomfortable with certain dance numbers and some of the songs.
As an audience member you can see how much the cast enjoyed interacting with the audience throughout the entire show, sometimes is did get a bit out of hand and I did feel like the cast were unprepared for what the audience might heckle but they handled it well and made sure that the show got back on track.
I would recommend any of the pantomimes which The Grand Pavilion Porthcawl in the future.
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