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Challenges of Refugees and Migrants
ECGE 4005Q Assessment 2
Challenges of Refugees and Migrants Due to Public Opinion and Media 

The aim of the following piece of writing is to explain and show some of the experiences, traumas, tribulations and pain that some refugees, migrants and asylum seekers may face upon entering the United Kingdom (UK) due to what people’s expectations are of them and what they get to what is the actual reality of why they are here and what they do actually get upon arrival in the UK. Asylum protection is what is given by the country to the refugee/migrant who is fleeing from war, persecution in their own country (House of Commons Library).
The crisis of migrant/refugees is now a global issue that almost every country is having to now deal with on some sort of level with some of the bigger countries like Germany, France, Greece, Turkey, and even USA all now helping out. Most of the people are coming from the war torn country of Syria, fleeing the conflict in the hopes of a better life and most seeing the UK as the best hope of that for them and their families. ‘papers incited fears of immigrants. Migrants, readers were told that Migrants were being treated to more homes, more jobs and more generous benefits than the indigenous population’(Greenslade para.9 2020). They are here to steal our jobs they cry out. (See image 1)
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It was also pitched that migrants wished to exploit our benefits but if Brexit tells demonstrated that UK Citizens don’t want employment in the areas where migrants and refugees usually work. This was discovered when we had no one to pick the fruit and all the other hard labour low paid jobs that the majority of people in the UK did not want to do (Barbulescu et al 2021). It was also apparent that because of Brexit, the national health service was also stretched due to not having the staff who would normally be in the hospitals like junior/ and fully qualified doctors as well as porters and cleaners and other low ranked skilled jobs in and around the national health service (NHS). It also affected care homes and carers, this all became abundantly clear during the pandemic of covid19 when all the care system from the (NHS) to care homes were at breaking point due lack of and not enough staff to maintain the level of care required (McHale 2016). Migrants are looked down on, being told to return to their own country, to stop free loading, to stop stealing our jobs, speak English, spat at, spat on, verbally and even sometimes physically abused too (Connolly &  Beck 2022). If granted asylum they will be given they will be given somewhere to live and a cash allowance which is £40.85 for each person in the household and will be loaded on to a card known as a (ASPEN CARD) this can be used for food, clothing and toiletries.(GOV.UK.). But if they refuse the house, they will not get the money. Other payments are available for pregnant mothers or ones with babies less than 6 weeks old. They will also have the right to use the (NHS) and health care services such as dental and free eyesight testing and free prescriptions. As well as free education services for school (GOV.UK). Those who are refused asylum are also able to apply for one off loan if they are pregnant or again if the baby is under 6 weeks old but can also be given a house and money too (GOV.UK).The number of people seeking asylum in the UK rose in 2021 to 48,540 the highest it had been since 2003. (House of Commons Library)
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR 2021) states that these refugees/migrants are fleeing some of the worst atrocities imaginable war-torn countries, inhuman conditions, no basic human rights, fear of being killed and they just need to get out of their country and are prepared to travel in the worst conditions across land, sea, and air whatever it takes to try and find a better life for themselves and for their families if they have one.(UNHCR 2021) Some have even lost family members on route to the UK some fleeing terrible situations only to encounter more on route and then to be abused and mocked here too must take its toll on someone who has gone through so much to try to get a better life only to be made feel not at all welcome to say the least. They may not get to the UK straight away and 


have to endure terrible and poor conditions in some of the refugee camps in France, Greece and other countries on route. In this scenario they may also have to deal with conflicts with local people as they will not want them there apportion blame to them for crimes and making the place untidy and messy. (Cooper 2016). They also live in fear that they may well get deported from wherever they are and sent back home to what they have been trying to flee due to no obvious end to the conflicts in their own country. So with that thought, this truly is the biggest issue for those who want to live here as after all they have gone through to get here to be told you can not stay would not only be devastating but could be life changing and not in a positive way. Migrants may have nothing to go back to due the war and conflict  with their home and belongings possibly destroyed, or they may have had to use them to flee in the first place.(UNHCR 2021)
It could be said that if those in society against the refugees actually saw them as the self-reliant human beings and not judging them as job stealing or free loading, the refugees would be able to interject, integrate, and potentially be able to add something valuable to that local community (Kellner 2012). So rather than being quick to label and judge, it is important for communities to be welcoming and embrace the situation to make the transition less impacting on both parties. Sometimes it is down to fear and having no understanding of refugee’s culture and race that makes individuals or communities judge and reject the individual. However due to politics and media this wont always be the outcome especially when the then prime minister David Cameron is describing the migrants coming to Britain as a ‘Swarm’(BBC 2015). The Prime Minister was also keen to combat illegal immigrants and wanting to implement proper control on immigration and having been elected in majority coalition government with the liberal democrats he set immigration as one of the problems needing to be fixed.          
“Now we’re on our own in government, we can be stronger. Our ‘one nation’ approach will be tougher, fairer and faster. That starts next week, with a new Immigration Bill included in the Queen’s Speech. That Bill, and the further measures we’ll pursue, will focus on 3 big things:
1) Dealing with those who shouldn’t be here, by rooting out illegal immigrants and boosting     deportations.
2) Reforming our immigration and labour market rules, so we reduce the demand for skilled migrant labour and crack down on the exploitation of low-skilled workers.
3) Addressing the spike in EU migration by renegotiating in Europe. They’re the 3 big things we will do – the 3 things I want to talk about today.
And I can announce that we will push them forward with a new Immigration Taskforce, one which I will chair, and which will hold every part of government to account on our relentless drive to control immigration.is is some of the things he was making priority”(Cameron 2015).
So migrants were high on the agenda for the government, with them having a desire to implement new laws and legislation to make it harder to get in to the UK and with Brexit looming as well  it was not looking good for migrants and people looking for asylum but it would also affect the migrant workers such as doctors, nurses, teachers coming up with plans to launch more apprenticeships and training up young brits and his eyes increasing their skills so they could have the jobs. (Cameron 2015). 
“Britain is one of the most successful multiracial democracies in the world. I am so proud of that. But to sustain that success, immigration needs to be controlled. After all, that was the clear instruction at the election.
With this Immigration Bill, with these other measures, with our EU renegotiations, and with a fully conservative government, we will do just that.
Our approach will be tougher, fairer and faster.
It will put an end to the houses packed full of illegal workers, stop people stalling deportation with spurious appeals, give British people the skills to do the jobs we need and deliver what people want – what they voted for.
We’ve got the majority to do that now. We’re not wasting a second. So we’re going to get on – and we’re going to do it” (Cameron 2015). Mr Cameron claims that this is going to be fairer and better for this country, but as we found out in the pandemic and during Brexit, it did not work out as we did not have enough doctors and nurses in the hospitals and the low skilled jobs were also not filled by the British people that they were being taken away from (Clay 2020).







Conclusion 

As you can see the media, the government and legislation  policies have all heavily influenced the public opinion and how some of Society feel and also acted on people seeking asylum and refuge here in the UK so you could say that most of them were doomed before they even got here due to headlines, media bias and political policy as well (Giddens & Sutton 2017). Brexit played its part too with its leave campaign and the headlines that accompanied the campaign. Anyone coming into the UK after this with exception to maybe a Ukrainian refugee was going to be in for a hostile welcome and made feel they don’t belong (Outhwaite 2017). However, we soon found out that they were a vital part of the cogs that turned the wheel in everyday society when the pandemic struck, when we had no one to do the so called lesser jobs or lower skilled work which the young Britons did not wish to do and deemed beneath them (Clay 2020). For some time due to lockdowns and less freedom of movement, the ones in society who were against Migrants began to see that they were actually important to their everyday life and the impact on the UK in general due to the lack of migrants/immigrants, and asylum seekers (Clay 2020). A great deal can be said for not knowing all the facts, society cant just go on hearsay, headlines, and the word on the street. People need to know their worth and what they give back to the society they are now a part of. Thus it is possible with the correct knowledge, information  and truthful facts that society can and do need to come together and not ostracise people as they are different then we can unite and be stronger as a society and human beings(Giddens and Sutton 2017).
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