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[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a guide that sets out all rights for individuals under the age of 18. It is composed of 54 articles (Unicef, no date). The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 states that Ministers to have to comply with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child when developing or reviewing any legislations or policies. This measure also makes Ministers responsible for people in Wales understanding and complying with the articles within the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Welsh Government, 2019)

Article 12 is that children have a right to a voice. This means that they have a right to express feelings and views in matters affecting them. This also includes having these views taken into consideration (Unicef, no date). Children who are capable of forming their own views the right to express them freely in all matters affecting them. The child must also be given the opportunity to express their views either directly or through someone else (COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, 2009). Advocacy can empower children and allow them to understand the process more clearly. It can also reduce risks, and lead to better services for children and their families (NBC research Centre, 2012). A principle within the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (2014) is that individuals and their needs should be at the centre of their care. It also states that they should have a control and an input into what happens to benefit their wellbeing (Social Care Wales, 2017).

In regards to article 12 safeguarding needs to be taken into consideration. The child’s age, level of maturity and understanding of the resulting outcomes of their decisions can have an impact on whether their ideas are carried out. For example, if a child wants to make a decision that could impact them negatively the following actions should be based on what is in their best interest. If the what the child wants is unable to happen they must be informed of this as to involve then in the situation (Unicef, 2011).

Article 19 Is the right for children to be protected from any form of abuse, violence or neglect (Unicef, no date). This includes forms of abuse that aren’t physical such as emotional abuse, exploitation and exposure to violent images. This article also states that action must be taken in regards to anyone that has harmed a child (Children & Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, no date). The government has a responsibility to support for children who have experienced abuse as well putting devices in place to prevent, report and investigate mistreatment of children (Children’s Rights Alliance, 2016). In order to safeguard children in schools by maintaining a safe environment for them and keeping their staff educated on the current policies’ and procedures (NSPCC, 2020). If it is suspected that a child is being abused school staff should follow their procedures and pass the information to the practitioner responsible for safeguarding within their setting. In other circumstances the police or social services can be contacted (Nidirect, no date).

Article 28 states that every child has the right to an education. Education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available. Children’s rights and dignity must be respected when being disciplined. Poorer countries must contribute to poorer countries to be able to achieve this (Unicef, no date). Procedia (2010) states that in accordance with International Education Law, each child has the right to an education without discrimination and that their dignity and differences should be respected. No child can be denied an education. Their education must include appropriate education, access to educational facilities, to be educated in their national langusge and to have official evidence of completed studies. This right continues into higher education as well as being present in primary and secondary school (Liberty, no date).

Article 31 is the right to play, relax and participate in cultural and artistic activities (Unicef, no date). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child views these areas as beneficial to children’s experiences and childhood. Other measures such as the Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010 add to this requirement by making local authorities responsible for ensuring that there are accessible areas for children to play in their area (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, no date). The right of the child to participate in artistic and cultural activities should be encouraged as should the provision for equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity (United Nations, no date). Article 31 also states that the government must not interferes or let third parties interfere with children’s right to play. The government must also take the necessary steps to be able to put measures in place to give children the right to play (Play Board, 2019).
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