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Introduction

This research will examine the effectiveness of the police response to domestic abuse crimes and incidents. 
Police attend domestic abuse incidents daily. Police officers are expected to deal with varied and complex situations whilst also having to risk assess situations and protect the vulnerable. This project will aim to identify if the current strategies at assessing risk are effective and whether current serving police officers agree. 

Objectives
1.	Explore the police response to domestic abuse 
2.	Explore how effective the DASH risk assessment is
3.	Explore officers’ opinions on the current risk assessing procedures
4.	Explore whether officers feel confident in managing risk for domestic abuse incidents and crimes

The focus of this research will identify if officers within Gwent police who are currently serving on the front line and are more likely to deal with domestic abuse on a daily basis agree with the current response to domestic abuse. The main area this study will focus on is the DASH risk assessment and its effectiveness of identifying and predicting risk of reoffending or revictimization. The research will be conducted by using a questionnaire to survey officers currently working within Gwent.
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[bookmark: _Toc179224267][bookmark: _Toc179224890][bookmark: _Toc179234222]2.1 The definition of domestic violence
The UK Government defines domestic abuse as any incident or pattern of incidents of abuse, violence, or coercion between individuals 16 years of age or older who are or have been intimate partners or family members, irrespective of gender identity or sexual orientation. This can include the following abuse categories; however, it's not limited to: 
· psychological
· physical 
· sexual
· financial
· emotional
(GOV, 2012)

[bookmark: _Toc179224268][bookmark: _Toc179224891][bookmark: _Toc179234223]2.2 Domestic Violence against women
According to women’s aid, when comparing women and men, women are more likely to encounter domestic abuse over multiple instances and experience a further range of domestic abuse in particular sexual violence. Domestic abuse is not limited to female victims only, however, forced marriage, female genital mutilation, and crimes motivated by honour are examples of gender-specific abuse against females. These kinds of incidents frequently involve several offenders. Domestic abuse against women is not restricted to any race, ethnicity, or religion. (Women’s Aid)
Based on the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 1.6 million women in the region, aged 16 to 74, were victims of domestic violence in the year that ended in March 2020. This represents around 7% of the total female population in England and Wales. According to the crime study, 3% of women in England and Wales, aged 16 to 74, respectively, were victims of sexual assault (including attempts) and 5% experienced stalking. Throughout the previous ten years, these trends have remained constant. (Office of National Statistics. 2021) 
Between the 1st of April 2022 and the 31st of March 2023, a total 242 domestic related deaths were recorded. This included 80 intimate partner homicides. The majority of victims of intimate partner homicides were female between 25 and 54 years old and the majority of subjects being male in the same age bracket. (NPCC, 2024) 

[bookmark: _Toc179224269][bookmark: _Toc179224892][bookmark: _Toc179234224]2.3 Domestic violence against men 
Although it is known that a higher proportion of females experience domestic abuse than men. Data shows that domestic violence against men is more frequent that what some would expect. Statistics from the crime survey in the year ending March 2022 show that 699,000 men experienced domestic abuse, equating to 3 in 100 men. (ONS, 2022)
Male victims of domestic violence can often be overlooked. Much of the early study on domestic violence and abuse argued that men's need for dominance and control, based on patriarchal beliefs that are socially and historically created and emphasise male privilege. This is then what is believed to cause issued of domestic violence and abuse. The experiences of abused women and their support needs have been highlighted and explored thanks in large part to this important body of work. But this approach's widespread use has resulted in the identification of a "gendered paradigm." (Hine et al, 2020) The UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women define domestic abuse as a gendered crime which is rooted in a society that promotes the inequality between men and women. Domestic abuse is described as a form of gender-based violence, directed against a woman because she is a woman. (CEDAW, 1992)
A study conducted for male victims of domestic violence in the Netherlands showed that out of 380 male victims of domestic violence, less than 32% of the victims reported the incidents to police. The data showed that 49% of the men who took part did not report to the police due to fear of not being taken seriously. 31% stated that this was because of shame. (Babette et al, 2013) Domestic abuse being stereotyped to be a gendered crime can largely affect reporting of domestic abuse by male victims. This can lead to men only reporting incidents when they finally reach a tipping point or crisis which will then lead to disclosure. Studies also show that men can often hesitate to report domestic abuse as they believe they will then be falsely perceived as the perpetrator.  (Alyson et al, 2019) 

[bookmark: _Toc179224270][bookmark: _Toc179224893][bookmark: _Toc179234225]2.4 Domestic Violence against children

20% or 1 in 5 children have lived with an adult perpetrating domestic abuse (NSPCC, 2011). The mental, physical, and behavioural health of a child or young adult can be significantly impacted by living in a household where domestic abuse occurs and witnessing abuse first hand. This can go on even after the adult’s relationship ends, and the child may still be affected by post-separation abuse and behaviours. The effects may also impact the child’s adult life and influence future behaviours. (NSPCC).
Due to a recent change in law, children who witness domestic abuse are considered victims. This allows child victims of domestic abuse to receive automatic access to support and to be considered as part of the wider justice process when dealing with domestic abuse perpetrators criminally. (CPS, 2022)
Child victims of domestic abuse can lead to long term effects in later life. This can include mental health problems such as anxiety and depression which lead to impacts on physical health including self-harm and eating disorders. Developing coping mechanisms such as alcohol or drug abuse. The continued exposure to domestic violence at a young age can also lead to the repeating of behaviours witnessed in their childhood in their adult life. (Barnardos)
The exposure to domestic violence at a young age is part of what is known as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES). ACES can be extremely stressful and maybe traumatic conditions or instances that take place during childhood. This can include a single incident or persistent dangers to and violations of the young person's security, safety, trust, or physical integrity. 
Examples of ACES can include:
 •	Physical abuse
•	Sexual Abuse
•	Emotional Abuse
•	Witnessing drug abuse 
•	Witnessing alcohol abuse 
•	Exposure to domestic violence
•	Living with someone who has gone to prison
•	Living with someone with serious mental illness
•	Losing a parent through divorce, death or abandonment

Impacts of ACES in later life can include:

•	An inability to regulate emotions 
•	Maintaining friendships and relationships 
•	Managing behaviour 
•	An increase in risk for physical health problems 
•	An increase in mental health problems such as depression, anxiety or post-traumatic stress disorder.

The longer a child experiences ACES the bigger the impact it can have on their development and health. (NHS Manchester University, 2024) 

[bookmark: _Toc179224271][bookmark: _Toc179224894][bookmark: _Toc179234226]2.5 Domestic abuse and the police 

Domestic abuse-related offences accounted for 16.2% of all offences reported to the police in the year that ended in March 2023. In the year ending in March 2023, the most common offence linked to domestic abuse was violence against the person, accounting for 34.0% of all offences. (ONS, 2023)
Looking at recent domestic abuse data from police forces across England and Wales, it shows trends that domestic abuse is continually rising. Excluding Devon and Cornwall Police, the police in England and Wales registered 889,918 domestic abuse-related crimes in the year that ended in March 2023. 
From the previous year, in the year ending March 2023 the number of arrests made by police for domestic abuse related crimes increased from 29.6 per 100 reported crimes, to 36.3 per 100 reported crimes. The number of referrals from the police to the Crown Prosecution Service increased by approximately 2200 referrals with 69,314 being sent to the crown prosecution service for charging decisions. Of those referrals, 76.5% were charged with offences compared to 72.7% in the previous year. 
As domestic abuse often occurs in the home behind closed doors, it is estimated that domestic abuse related crimes are significantly underreported to the police (SafeLives, 2015). There can be different reasons why domestic abuse crimes are not reported to police. When victims or survivors choose to go to the police, they have varying experiences. Just 55% of victims of domestic violence said they felt safer after contacting the police, but 72% said they found the police to be reasonably or very helpful. Roughly 14% said they felt less secure (Vomfell et al, 2023). Often, victims do not want to leave the relationship as this can result in breakdowns of other relationships such as children. Involving police can often have negative effects on family relations and disclosing domestic abuse or fleeing a abusive relationship can often result in homelessness for the victim leaving them feeling in a worse position (Vomfell et al, 2023).  

[bookmark: _Toc179224272][bookmark: _Toc179224895][bookmark: _Toc179234227]2.6 How police risk assess domestic abuse incidents
While handling cases of domestic abuse, police officers have a duty to take positive action. If there are sufficient grounds and it is a required and appropriate response, this usually results in an arrest. In those situations, officers have to be ready to defend their decision not to make an arrest. In certain circumstances, alternative positive action approaches might be more suitable. Domestic abuse can happen even when there is no possibility of a criminal prosecution, and the behaviour does not qualify as a crime. (College of Policing) 
When dealing with domestic abuse incidents as well as taking positive action, police are responsible for effectively assessing and managing the risk of reoffending or revictimization. Across England and Wales, police forces and partner agencies use a risk assessment tool known as a DASH. This stands for domestic abuse, stalking and honour-based abuse. The DASH consists of a serious of questions that gets asked to a domestic abuse victim which will assist the police or practitioner to identify risk. (SafeLives)
A study conducted into the effectiveness of the DASH risk assessment shows that the DASH does not enable police officers to identify cases of domestic abuse that are high risk. (Turner et al, 2019) this study argues that police officers are evaluating risk based off answers to certain questions that have a larger influence on the risk grading but may not be a good indicator of revictimization. Officers are potentially failing to identify incidents that are at risk of causing serious harm and the DASH risk assessment is failing to assist in accurate risk assessment where there is a likelihood of further incidents.  
Police officers are responsible for assessing risk at the earliest opportunity. This is often at the scene of an incident that has just taken place. This can result in a rushed and stressful experience for the victim which does not necessarily establish the best rapport necessary for conducting a thorough risk grading. Because the officers and the individuals engage in these exchanges frequently come from very diverse backgrounds, gender, ethnicity, and profession, it is possible that an "endless combination of misunderstandings, judgement errors, and procedural mistakes" will result (Medina Ariza et al, 2016). 
Turner et al. (2019) analysis of the use of the DASH risk assessment shows that based on preliminary data, there appeared to be a significant amount of variation among officers. From the results of the data, it showed that some officers were better than others at identifying risk. This could be that they were working with better and more accurate data, or they were more skilled and communicating with the victims meaning they were obtaining more detailed and accurate responses. 
A review into the DASH risk assessment by the college of policing showed that the DASH could be more effective when it is being used by a domestic abuse specialist rather than a front-line officer at the scene of an incident. A domestic abuse specialist would have more time to build a rapport with the victim and obtain more accurate results. It was recommended that consideration should be given into how a risk assessment is undertaken when it has been identified that there is ongoing threat, risk or harm (College of Policing, 2016). 


[bookmark: _Toc179224273][bookmark: _Toc179224896][bookmark: _Toc179234228]2.7 Legislation and policy targeting domestic abuse 

The domestic abuse act (2021) was first introduced in the queen’s speech in 2017. In April 2021 it was made into law. The act delivered new changes that would help support domestic abuse victims. This included the introduction of new offences in law such as intentional strangulation or suffocation (Section 70, Domestic abuse act, 2021) as well as reinforcing existing laws such as extending the offence of controlling and coercive behaviour (Section 76, Serious Crime act 2015) to include post separation abuse. The act also introduced a power for senior police officers to introduce a domestic violence protection notice (DVPN) this is a notice that restricts a perpetrator from contacting a victim in the result of no further action being decided following an allegation of an offence for 48 hours after it has been served ( Once a DVPN has been issued an application can be sent to magistrates court for a Domestic Violence Protection Order to be issued which further prevents contact for a maximum of 28 days. Any breaches of the DVPN or DVPO will mean the perpetrator is liable for arrest (GOV, 2022) 
Although as already discussed, men suffer from many forms of abuse, women are disproportionately affected by serious offences such as harassment, stalking, rape, sexual assault, murder, honour-based abuse, coercive control. In 2021 the National Police Chiefs Council and the College of Policing launched the Violence Against Women and Girls threat and risk assessment. This was introduced to support police to better understand the risks that contribute to violence against women and girls so they can effectively manage resources and specialist departments to target the problem. The threat and risk assessment, the main  offences that were identified as being the biggest threat to women and girls are: 
· Domestic abuse
· Rape and serious sexual offences
· Child sexual abuse and exploitation
· Tech enabled offences such as online stalking and harassment
(NPCC,2023) 



[bookmark: _Toc179224897][bookmark: _Toc179234229]3. Methodology

[bookmark: _Toc179224898][bookmark: _Toc179234230]3.1 Introduction
The research in this study is aiming to identify the effectiveness of the police response to domestic abuse in England and Wales. To do this the focus will be looking at how police risk assess domestic abuse. How officers are trained in domestic abuse, and whether the tools they are being given to help with the response to domestic abuse are working, or whether it is reliant on officer discretion and ability. Previous research suggests that the current way police risk assess domestic abuse incidents may not be working effectively, leading to failings in identifying higher risk incidents (Turner et al, 2019) The research in this study will look to identify whether serving police officers feel that they have the right training, tools and time to complete the job effectively. 
It has been difficult to locate any previous studies that have utilised serving frontline police officers to identify their opinions on current domestic abuse policy and procedures. There are many resources online that have surveyed members of the public such as the crime survey for England and Wales. Finding data from the perspective of police officers as opposed to victims may identify a need for further development of policy and resourcing that will benefit both police officers and victims of domestic abuse. According to the Home Office (2019) the economic and social cost of domestic abuse in England and Wales is roughly £66 billion. This includes direct police costs, preventative work and emotional and mental health services providing support for victims. Identifying a gap for improvement is important as police efficiency in identifying risk and managing offenders could reduce the public spending as well as providing an effective service to victims. 
[bookmark: _Toc179224899][bookmark: _Toc179234231]3.2 Research
Research can be defined as the production of new knowledge or the use of preexisting knowledge to provide new ideas, approaches, and comprehensions. This can involve synthesising and analysing earlier research to the degree that it produces fresh and creative results (Western Sydney University) 

[bookmark: _Toc179224900][bookmark: _Toc179234232]3.3 Primary and Secondary research
Bouchrika (2024) states that primary research is when the researcher gathers information first hand. The aim being to answer questions that have not been asked before. Primary research can be completed in multiple different forms which include, interviews, surveys, or focus groups. Drawbacks to completing primary research is that often it can be time consuming, expensive and takes a lot of effort.  Conducting primary research also needs to have ethical considerations such as confidentiality and anonymity for participants. When results are published it could cause embarrassment or reveal personal information that the participant did not want to be included.
Bouchrika (2024) explains that secondary research differs from primary research as it does not need to involve the researcher themselves. Secondary research can be the review of already published literature or data that has been completed by another researcher. The most common method of secondary research is a systematic review which is the process of reviewing existing studies and discovering new findings. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224901][bookmark: _Toc179234233]3.4 Qualitive and Quantitative data

The main difference between qualitative and quantitative data is the type of data which is collected and analysed. Numerical data is collected, and statistical techniques are used for analysis in quantitative research. Producing objective, quantifiable, empirical data that can be stated numerically is the aim. Making predictions, finding patterns, and testing hypotheses are common uses for quantitative research. Qualitative research collects non-numerical data (words, images, sounds) to look into subjective experiences and attitudes. It attempts to provide thorough explanations and unearth fresh perspectives on the subject being studied. Qualitative research is more expressive and aims to understand perceptions rather than reviewing numbers and statistics (McLeod, 2023). 
McLeod (2023) states that the advantages of Qualitative research are that the researcher has a closer involvement with the field and their research which allows them to find issues that can often be missed. Denscombe (2010) states that Qualitative analysis allows for ambiguities/contradictions in the data, which reflect social reality. Limitations to Qualitative research include time consumption and expensive costs. As the data can be subjective often the reliability and validity can be questioned as it is not possible to replicate the research taking place, therefore cannot be compared to anything (McLeod,2023). 
Advantages of Quantitative data are that as the results are interpreted with statistical analysis, a quantitative approach is viewed as more objective and less varied. The research can also be repeated as the results of the research are less open to interpretation as it is numerical data (McLeod, 2023) Limitations for Quantitative data are that often the research results are collected, and the participants are not able to explain meaning of their answers. Also, the accuracy of the data is reliant on large sample sizes. Smaller scale studies may not be reliable due to the low quantity of data. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224902][bookmark: _Toc179234234]3.5 Research Method

The chosen way to assess the effectiveness of the police response to domestic abuse will be by a survey being sent to serving officers of Gwent Police. A survey has been chosen as this can be completed more efficiently than interviewing individuals. This also allows any participant to remain anonymous. Using a survey will allow the researcher to collect primary data for analysis and review. Primary data is essentially information that is collected by the researcher directly rather than obtained from other resources (Cambridge Dictionary). The research will use a Quantitative approach. 
The survey will initially look to identify the demographic of those answering the questions. This will be so answers can be compared to age, length of service and current role. This can identify if officers longer in service feel more confident to identify risk and dealing with domestic abuse than someone who is less in service. 
The survey will then ask how often the officer encounters domestic abuse in their working set. This will identify the variation between a response officer or an officer who works on roads policing for example. It will also ask if the officer completing has taken part in any additional domestic abuse training that my assist their knowledge. 
Finally, the survey will look to identify whether the officers completing find the DASH risk assessment to be an effective tool to help with risk grading. To do this, the officers completing will be asked, if they have completed a DASH, if the DASH assisted with the grading, their confidence in risk assessing with/without the DASH and if they believe the DASH is a beneficial tool to assist them at domestic abuse incidents. 
The purpose of the survey is to try and identify where there is variation between officers in assessing risk. Turner (2019) argued that there were some officers who were better than others with identifying risk. The survey responses will be filtered to see if there is any correlation between the age of officers or their length of service and being able to identify risk differently to someone who is younger and newer in service or vice versa. 
The survey will be conducted using Google Forms. This method has been chosen as Google offers this service free of charge. The form can also be disseminated to multiple people at once for them to complete. The aim is to try to achieve 50 responses so I can identify any trends. The reason behind collecting 40 responses is this is an achievable and realistic number to get and this will allow enough data to be analysed. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224903][bookmark: _Toc179234235]3.6 Considerations 

By using a Survey this allows the researcher to quickly and efficiently collect responses from multiple people. Surveys are inexpensive and there is online software that allows the researcher to administer the survey to multiple people such as Google Docs or websites like Survey Monkey. Surveys allow the researchers to receive lots of raw data for analysis. Issues that have been identified with surveys is that it limits the response of the participants that are completing it. Wording of the questions could also bias any responses and consideration would need to be made to avoid this. While surveys work well for descriptive studies, they can also be used to investigate certain features of a situation, look for explanations, or gather information for hypothesis testing. Understanding that "the survey approach is a research strategy, not a research method" is crucial (Kelley et al, 2003) 
Before conducting the surveys, consideration was made to interview supervisors of different departments within the police force such as response, CID or public protection. The view of doing this was to understand the perspective of risk assessing from a supervisory point of view. Conducting interviews would have benefited the research as this would allow for a more in-depth range of information, however, in practice time constraints would not allow for this to take place. This also would have meant that already busy supervisors managing incidents with identified risk would have to take more time out of their day to participate in an interview. 
The decision was made to target front line police officers as these officers are more likely to deal with domestic violence more often and are more likely to be completing the initial risk assessment. This would then allow the data to remain more consistent and the variation in answers would not change based on officers receiving further training. For example, a response officers’ point of view would likely be different to someone who has worked as a detective on the public protection department as they would have received more upskilling and additional training. 



[bookmark: _Toc179224904][bookmark: _Toc179234236]4. Analysis of results

[bookmark: _Toc179224905][bookmark: _Toc179234237]4.1 Introduction

Within this section of the paper the aim will be to analyse the results of front-line police officers’ views on the effectiveness of the DASH risk assessment when dealing with domestic abuse. It has already been outlined earlier in the paper in the literature review section how the DASH risk assessment may not be an effective way of risk assessing domestic abuse and does not assist officers in identifying a risk of revictimization or higher risk incidents which may cause serious harm. Primary research has been conducted by use of a survey to help understand how current frontline officers in Gwent Police feel about the DASH risk assessment and its effectiveness. The objective of this section is to analyse and discuss the results of the survey that was undertaken. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224906][bookmark: _Toc179234238]4.2 What is data Analysis?
Data analysis is the process of collecting, reviewing and analysing data in order to gain new insights that can then be used to make informed decisions (Coursera, 2023). Essentially, making sense of information that has been collected by researchers. In this instance the data has been collected using Google Docs in the form of a survey to serving front line police officers. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224907][bookmark: _Toc179234239]4.3 Advantages of Google Docs

As noted earlier, the survey was created and disseminated using Google Docs. This was a simple way to create a form which could be emailed and sent to individual officers as well as large groups of officers at once. The survey was completely anonymous, this benefited the research as it meant the person completing would not feel they had to amend answers out of fear of embarrassment or judgement. Using an online platform to create the survey also has environmental benefits as this saved any paper being printed and all of the responses could be collated in one place. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224908][bookmark: _Toc179234240]4.4 Disadvantages of Google Docs

One of the disadvantages found with the use of Google Docs was that questions could be skipped on the survey and that there was no option to expand on answers. 51 responses were gained in total however two questions only received 50 answers, and one question had 49. The reason the answers were skipped is unknown and there was no way to trace the participant back to an answer as the survey was anonymous. This could affect the reliability of the data that is gathered. The topic of domestic abuse can also be difficult for some people to discuss as often it can be quite triggering. Ordinarily on topics which may affect people adversely a disclaimer would be put at the start of the survey. There was no option for this to be included. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224909][bookmark: _Toc179234241]4.5 Statistics of Survey participants
51 participants completed the survey. The survey started with three questions to identify the age, length of service and job role of the participant. This was to identify any variation between the thoughts of someone later in service to someone who was newer. The job roles also may have affected the data as some job roles are exposed to domestic violence more than others. 
Out of the 51 responses, 41 stated they were based on response which made up 80.4%. 4 stated they worked on NPT which is 7.8% of participants. 4 stated they worked on roads policing which is 7.8% again. 2 said they worked on CID which made up 3.9%. 
When asked their age, 21 of the participants were between the ages of 25 and 30 making up 41.2%. 19 were between 18 and 24 meaning 37.3%. 10 people were between the ages of 30 and 40 which was 19.6%. 1 person who completed the survey was between 40 and 55 making up 2%. No one who completed the survey was older then 55. 
The majority of people who completed the survey stated their length of service was between 0 and 5 years. This was 32 people making up 62.7% of participants. The second most selected answer was 6-10 years with 14 people meaning 27.5% of participants. 3 people selected 11-15 years meaning 5.9% and 2 people chose 16-20 years meaning 3.9%. No one who completed the survey had longer than 20 years’ service. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224910][bookmark: _Toc179234242]4.6 Statistics of exposure to domestic violence 
The first question asked about domestic abuse was “How often do you encounter DV in a working set” this was to identify how common a front-line police officer would be dealing with domestic abuse incidents. The majority answer was “Daily”. 36 participants selected this answer making up 70.6%. The second most selected answer was “1-3” times a set with 10 people choosing this which was 19.6% of the participants. 3 people said that they “Hardly ever” encounter DV in a working set making up 5.9% of participants. 2 people stated that they encounter DV once a set meaning 3.9%. 
The next two questions sought to identify whether the participant had completed any additional domestic abuse training and if so what. The main domestic abuse training given to frontline officers is Domestic abuse matters and Domestic abuse champion training. The domestic abuse matters and domestic abuse champion programmes were introduced to highlight improvements for police forces and aimed to implement additional training for police officers in order to understand and respond to domestic abuse crimes such as coercive control. The main aim is to upskill officers so they can sustain the change in skills, behaviours and attitudes in order to respond effectively to domestic abuse (SafeLives).
32 Participants stated that they had undertaken additional domestic abuse training making up 62.7%, 19 people stated they hadn’t completed any additional training making up 37.3% of participants. When asked what further training has been completed, 27 people said they had completed the domestic abuse matters programme making up 55.1% of participants. 5 people had completed the further domestic abuse champion programme making up 10.25 of participants. 15 people out of the 51 stated they had not completed any additional training making up 30.6% of participants. 2 people stated they had completed “other” training making up 4% of participants however when prompted to specify what training they had completed no answer was given. 


[bookmark: _Toc179224911][bookmark: _Toc179234243]4.7 Statistics on the DASH risk assessment
50 out of the 51 participants selected yes when asked if they had completed a DASH with a victim of DV making up 98%. Further to this question it was asked if they believed the DASH assisted with getting a risk grading. 48 out of the 51 voted yes meaning 94.1 % agreed that the DASH helped them. 
The next question was “How confident are you at identifying high risk DV incidents by using the DASH?” this was broken down into four possible responses starting with Very confident, Confident, not that confident and not confident. 22 People stated they were very confident that they could identify a high-risk incident with the DASH making up 43%. 28 People state they were confident that they could making up 54.9%. 1 person stated they were not confident in identifying high risk incidents using the DASH, making up 2%. No one selected not that confident. 
The next question was then “How confident are you at identifying high risk DV incidents based off experience and professional judgement?” the answers were broken down the same as the previous question. 
The highest response to this question was not that confident. 21 people selected this answer making up 41.2% of participants. The next was “confident” with 14 people selecting this meaning 27.5% of participants. Then it was “not confident” with 11 people which was 21.6% of participants. Finally, 5 people selected “very confident” making up 9.8%. 
The final question on the survey was “Do you think the DASH is a beneficial tool to assist with risk assessing domestic incidents?” 47 people agreed that it was beneficial making up 94% of participants. 3 people said no, and one person did not vote. 
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In the introduction to this project, it was set out what the objectives were and why the research was taking place. A review of literature has then taken place in order to gain an understanding of research that has already been conducted on the chosen topic. The literature review helps with gaining more knowledge on a certain field and for studies to be compared to one another. 
A methodology section has then been completed, which outlined the research strategy and compared types of data collection and analysis. This section demonstrated how the research was going to be conducted and considerations that had been made. The decision was made to conduct a survey with frontline police officers within Gwent Police. The methodology also discusses the limitations and drawbacks of conducting surveys comparing to other ways of collecting primary data.
Once the data has been collected in the form of a survey the analysis and review section. This section of the project breaks down the results of the survey and shows trends in the participants opinions on current domestic abuse risk assessing. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224914][bookmark: _Toc179234246]5.2 Objectives 
The objectives of the research were set out at the beginning of the project. The purpose behind the research was to further explore the research objectives. Those objectives were: 
· Explore the police response to domestic abuse 
· Explore how effective the DASH risk assessment is
· Explore officers’ opinions on the current risk assessing procedures
· Explore whether officers feel confident in managing risk for domestic abuse incidents and crimes
By collecting primary data and the use of quantitative research by collecting information in the form of a survey, these objectives were achieved. The data collected can be compared to studies outlined in the literature review to form a better understanding of the current risk assessing procedures for domestic abuse. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224915][bookmark: _Toc179234247]5.3 Findings

[bookmark: _Toc179224916][bookmark: _Toc179234248]Explore the police response to domestic abuse 
This objective was to identify how the police respond to domestic abuse. In the literature review it was outlined how police have a duty to take positive action at domestic incidents. It was outlines how police have the duty to manage the risk of reoffending and revictimization. The way this is done is by using the DASH risk assessment. When conducting research into the DASH it was identified that its use may not be effective due to officers having to rush through it at a time where the victim is also vulnerable which may not predict an accurate risk grading. The survey conducted, outlined that the majority of officers completing, encountered domestic abuse at least 1-3 times in a working set, if not daily. The survey also outlined that only 62% of officers completing had undertaken additional domestic abuse training. Given that most officers encounter domestic abuse on an almost daily basis, additional domestic abuse training should be more widespread. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224917][bookmark: _Toc179234249]Explore how effective the DASH risk assessment is
Studies conducted in the literature review outlined that the DASH may not be an effective tool and that current risk assessing procedures may be too reliant on officer experience and professional judgement. The survey specifically asked questions on how officers find the DASH when assisting them with risk assessing domestic violence. The majority of respondents stated that the DASH did assist them with their risk assessment. The vast majority of respondents also stated that they were wither very confident or confident in identifying high risk incidents using the DASH. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224918][bookmark: _Toc179234250]Explore officers’ opinions on the current risk assessing procedures
The survey asked the officers completing whether they believed the DASH is a beneficial tool to assist with risk assessing domestic incidents. An overwhelming majority thought that it was showing 94%. Only 6% stated they did not believe it was effective. 

[bookmark: _Toc179224919][bookmark: _Toc179234251]Explore whether officers feel confident in managing risk for domestic abuse incidents and crimes
From the evidence outlined in the survey responses, the majority of officers seem to prefer using the DASH risk assessment rather than their own professional judgment. The reasons for this are unknown. When asked about their confidence in identifying high risk incidents based off experience and professional judgement the answers varied a lot more. A lot of the participants stated that they were either not that confident or not confident in doing this. This conflicts with the argument by Turner et al (2019) where it is outlined that some officers were better than others at assessing risk and that police officers assessing risk based off a certain answer meant that the risk grading may not be accurate.

[bookmark: _Toc179224920][bookmark: _Toc179234252]6. Recommendations

Following conducting this research there are multiple recommendations that could have improved the study. The survey that was conducted was brief. It did not allow for officers to expand fully on the information they were providing. In order to change this, a survey could have been created with more questions that allowed further expansion. The use of Google Docs did not allow for much change in the answers. The questions had to be lineal, and the same questions were given to everyone. In future, a survey could be conducted that depending on the answer would take you to another question which is more unique to the person completing the survey. This would also allow further analysis into data and potentially be more accurate. 
Whilst it was interesting to see the results from serving police officers, the survey could have benefited from including partner agencies who deal with domestic violence on a daily basis also. The survey and research could have expanded to organisations such as social services or IDVA services to identify if there is any room for improvement when sharing information between partner agencies. 
Further room for improvement could be time management of the researcher. Throughout the research this has been the main problem. Allowing more time to prepare the survey could have allowed for more responses to be received. This could have also allowed the researcher to arrange time to conduct interviews and be able to gain more insight into current policy and procedures surrounding domestic abuse. 
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Question 3 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your length of service. Number of responses: 51 responses.]

Question 4
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How often do you encounter DV in a working set. Number of responses: 51 responses.]










Question 5
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have you undertaken any additional DV training. Number of responses: 51 responses.]

Question 6
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What DV training have you undertaken?. Number of responses: 49 responses.]










Question 7
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have you completed a DASH risk assessment with a victim of DV? . Number of responses: 51 responses.]

Question 8 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: After reviewing the DASH answers, did this help with your risk grading?. Number of responses: 51 responses.]
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Joseph Lilley

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	UWTSD


	4
	Campus:
	Swansea


	5
	E-mail address:
	2125112@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07401 904944


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2125112

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Professional Police Practice

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☒
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	The effectiveness of Gwent Police’s response to DV crimes and incidents

	2
	Proposed start date:
	01/01/2024
	Proposed end date:
	07/10/2024

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

The purpose of this research activity is to explore the effectiveness of Gwent police’s response to Domestic abuse crimes and incidents across the organisation.


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

The effectiveness of Gwent police’s response to Domestic abuse crimes and incidents across the organisation.

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

1. To explore the process of responding to domestic abuse incidents from first point of contact through to criminal proceedings 
2. To explore how effective the safeguarding procedures are for protecting victims of domestic abuse across multiple departments
3. To identify the methods of support that are offered to Domestic abuse victims and to explore any issues that prevent an effective service
4. To explore how effective different departments across the organisation support each other in order to achieve a shared goal


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

1. To explore the process of responding to domestic abuse incidents from first point of contact through to criminal proceedings 
2. To explore how effective the safeguarding procedures are for protecting victims of domestic abuse across multiple departments
3. To identify the methods of support that are offered to Domestic abuse victims and to explore any issues that prevent an effective service
4. To explore how effective different departments across the organisation support each other in order to achieve a shared goal


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	
I propose using a survey to ask staff and officers about their experience with dealing with domestic abuse. The survey will be anonymous. I also intend to interview a selection of colleagues about their involvement with domestic abuse calls and how they manage risk. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Gwent Police

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
30 to 40 

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Serving officer and staff of Gwent Police

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Surveys passed to department supervisors to be disseminated and returned anonymously. Voluntary interviewees

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
Low risk


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
Any participants will be advised that the participation is completely voluntary and they do not need to complete a survey or interview. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

Low risk


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

Low risk

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

Low risk

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
Not required

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
Participants are not obliged to take any survey or complete any interview. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
No personal data will be obtained from any of the surveys or interviews. 

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	☐X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☐X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Joseph Lilley

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Data obtained will be anonymous and will be only viewed by myself and UWTSD


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	J Lilley
	Date: 20/02/2024


	
	
	
	



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project

	NAME: Joseph Lilley

	STUDENT ID No.: 2125112

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The effectiveness of Gwent police’s response to Domestic abuse crimes and incidents across the organisation. 
INTRODUCTION:

Between 2017 and July 2023 Gwent police responded to 34,026 calls that were related to domestic abuse both crimes and incidents (Gwent Police, 2023). It is important to establish how an organisation as a whole respond to Domestic incidents and crimes in order to avoid mistakes. Given the amount of calls Gwent police respond to that are related to domestic abuse it is easy for standards to slip across the multiple departments that are responsible for dealing with crimes as well as safeguarding vulnerable individuals. 

Over recent times there have been many case studies that can be referred to from police forces across the UK and how this has affected policy and procedure. I intend to use these case studies and show how reflective practice can influence an organisation to implement more robust procedures in order to avoid making the same mistakes. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. To explore the process of responding to domestic abuse incidents from first point of contact through to criminal proceedings 
2. To explore how effective the safeguarding procedures are for protecting victims of domestic abuse across multiple departments
3. To identify the methods of support that are offered to Domestic abuse victims and to explore any issues that prevent an effective service
4. To explore how effective different departments across the organisation support each other in order to achieve a shared goal



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

In order to research this topic, I intend to use a variety of resources. I have searched for resources using the terms ‘Policing’ and ‘domestic abuse’ to look for recent studies. The most prevalent themes that I have identified is the ability to police effectively by managing risk and implementing policy and practice to manage risk properly.

There are multiple case studies and government inquiries into police failings when it comes to policing domestic abuse. These resources can be used to identify how incidents and failings have affected policy as a whole across UK police forces however when looking at Gwent police specifically there is limited information on policy and practice. 

To further develop research into how effective Gwent police is at responding to Domestic Violence I intend to analyse organisation policy and standard operating procedures to assess how robust policies and procedures are that are already in place. 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

In order to research this topic, I intend to survey colleagues from different departments across the organisation. The survey will remain anonymous. 

The survey will be sent to a variety of police officers/staff in order to assess how different colleagues from different departments assess risk and how they deal with Domestic abuse.

The survey will ask the participants to state their role and length of service in order to identify if there are any differences between the response from different roles or from more experienced officers/staff. 

The survey will aim to identify how common staff members deal with domestic abuse incidents and how confident they feel in managing risk for these incidents. It will also ask if the colleague feels they have the right support they have for the role they are performing.

I also plan to interview a selection of colleagues to assess how they implement policy and practice into their daily roles and what they feel could be done differently. 
The purpose of the research is to identify if all colleagues are keeping to the same practices so that it limits the number of mistakes that are likely to be made and that individuals across the organisation are all working on the same wavelength despite being on different departments. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend to survey multiple colleagues across several departments. The aim is to assess how individuals are able to work together despite potentially not having experience in other departments. This will involve surveying officers and staff from the force control room, response, CID, safeguarding teams, and victim support services. 

I also intend to interview colleagues who are expected to manage risk to identify any gaps in how the organisation responds as a whole to domestic incidents. This can be from supervisory roles to response officers who deal with domestic abuse on the front line. 

This should provide with a wide range of feedback and opinions from multiple colleagues who will have a vast range of experience. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will be no ethical issues as the participants completing the survey will remain anonymous. Anyone completing an interview I will obtain written agreement for their information to be shared throughout my research. No personal details will be asked for across the surveys or interviews. 

	TIME SCALE:

The timescale for this research will be between 01/01/24 – 07/10/24

	REFERENCE LIST:


Gwent Police Domestic Abuse 2023. Available at: https://www.gwent.police.uk/foi-ai/gwent-police/disclosure2/2023/07---july/202326371---domestic-abuse/ 
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