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Element 1

For children with dyslexia, it is essential for early intervention. Snowling (2013) explains that the benefit of early intervention with dyslexia is it will prevent children from starting to fall behind and stop their self-esteem and motivation from dropping from such an early age.

Marshall (2013) expresses how important early intervention is for dyslexia as they highlight that support needs to be given early for children to strengthen these essential skills that they would be struggling with.

Harvard Medical School (2014) highlights the importance of early intervention with dyslexia as in their study that they conducted, the results showed that out of all children who were ‘at risk’ received intervention in the early years, 70 percent went on to be accomplished readers.

BBC News (2019) agree as they followed a case where a parent had to pay for a private assessment when her child was aged six as the school would not test him until he was six to seven and by this time he was already falling behind.

However, Welsh Government (2012) explains that even with statistics like this stating the importance of early intervention, the diagnosis and then therefore when the support starts are not until the child is in primary school around the age of six to seven.

Arora and Shidhani (2012) believes that Piaget’s Human Development theory agrees with this as it suggests that there is a stage of a child’s development where dyslexia is more detectable. Simatwa (2010) suggests that this stage is the concrete operations stage from ages seven to eleven where children start to learn the skills to read and write.

Lake (2012) disagrees as he states that Vygoksy theory suggests that there are no fixed stages that children have to develop through. Snowling (2015) agrees with this and believes that even though children don’t learn to read and write properly until they are about seven, practitioners should be able to acknowledge signs early on that children could be ‘at risk’ of having difficulties reading. This early identification should allow early invention to be put into place before the children’s difficulties make them start falling behind.

Habib and Giraud (2013) agrees with this as if children are not getting tested in their reading and writing until they are in primary school then the only other way to get any inkling of being ‘at risk’ is the child’s phonological skills.

Pope and Blake (2008) believe that Vygosky’s Sociocultural theory highlights the importance of the role of the practitioner and early intervention for recognising early signs of dyslexia with the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The ZDP states that children’s learning requires adults support who cannot successfully do the task independently. Therefore, whilst the practitioners are supporting the children in the early years, they will be able to recognise any early signs of dyslexia if the child is struggling to do certain tasks which will allow the setting to put early interventions place. 

Therefore, practitioners can recognize early signs to put early intervention into place from the Early Years. Even though there is all of this research and policy to emphasis this point, the Welsh Government indicate that children can only be detected for dyslexia between four to seven years which shows that even with all of this research and policy, early intervention for dyslexia is not happening in practices in Wales (National Assembly for Wales, 2008). 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (no date) explains that the UNCRC article 29 states that education must develop children’s potential abilities to the full. However, as early intervention is not being successful for children with dyslexia then the Welsh Government are not allowing this for students in Wales due to late diagnosis and lack of understanding about picking up the early signs.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Amel (2012) suggests that one of the other reasons why early intervention is more difficult with dyslexia is because the majority of practitioners don’t have the knowledge or training to recognize the early signs and know what early intervention needs to be put in place before children start gaining the skills to read and write around age seven.

The International Dyslexia Association (2017) highlights this point as they explain that the degree of a child’s dyslexia can be changed by the type of teaching they receive so shows the importance of not just support but early intervention. 
Snowling (2013) explains the reason for dyslexia is a phonological deficit that affects a person’s speech sounds in words so therefore for successful early intervention, the involvement from the practitioners need to link to this.
The Welsh Government (2012) states that the specific early intervention that needs to take place for dyslexia is phonological awareness. Therefore, practitioners need phonological awareness training to learn the skill of manipulating phonological units in the Early Years so they can make the judgement about what children are ‘at risk’ and work closely with them early on in their lives to give them the best chance at their education.
This supports UNCRC article 12 where the children have the right to have their voice heard as whilst using phonological awareness, practitioners can use input from the children about games they can play whilst the practitioners get the information needed to see if the children are ‘at risk’ (UNCRC, no date).
To conclude, evidence and research from a variety of different sources shows that difficulties that come with dyslexia can be helped by early interventions and therefore this really emphasises the importance of timely action instead of waiting for a diagnosis which comes far too late (Snowling, 2013). Furthermore, with phonological awareness early signs can be picked up by practitioners for children who are ‘at risk’ so it is important for practitioners get the training and guidance for this to give children the support they need early on.

Element 2

The two barriers that will be discussed for children with dyslexia is it not being diagnosed and the amount of support they are given. 

The British Dyslexia Association (no date) explain that the SEND code of practice (2014) is a statutory guidance for schools to follow to ensure the support is put into place for children with ALN.

This guidance follows Article three in the UNCRC which is to want what is best for each child. This means the settings must put the best interests of the child as their top priority so in this case, it would be supporting children with dyslexia to ensure that they do not fall behind and have the best possible chance at their education (Unicef, no date).

The Children’s Act 2004 also reflects this as this legislation states that all settings need to listen to the child’s voice and take into consideration each child’s wishes and feelings (Welsh Government, 2020).

These guidelines and legislation state that publicly funded schools must identify and support dyslexic children. However, in reality the small number of children who are actually diagnosed are likely to not be given support to the level they need due to budget cuts to meet demands in the educational system (British Dyslexia Association, 2019).

The Guardian (2008) explain that this is because the Government are not giving schools the specialist educational support needed to support children with dyslexia. 

BBC news (2012) agree with this as they state that almost two thirds of the parents they surveyed believe that their child had to wait at least a year before receiving any support after diagnosis.  

BBC news (2012) believe that the reason for this is because teachers don’t have enough knowledge about dyslexia to support children. They back this up with a survey they conducted that stated that ninety percent of the parents who took part in their survey believe that teachers lacked awareness of dyslexia. 

Knight (2018) agrees with this stating that practitioners have a basic understanding of dyslexia but lack the knowledge needed to recognize the signs of dyslexia and put support into place.

BBC (2012) suggests that all teachers need training for dyslexia. British Dyslexia Association (2019) agrees with this stating that all classroom teachers need at least one days training directly aimed at dyslexia which would greatly improve the support given children.

Long (2011) agrees with this but also suggests that training will not only improve the support given but will improve how that support is delivered as currently practitioners are missing approachability and empathy in relation to dyslexic children.

Another barrier is children not being diagnosed for dyslexia as on average schools are failing to diagnose eighty percent of dyslexic children (BBC News, 2019).

British Dyslexia Association (2019) explain that only one in five children with dyslexia actually get diagnosis. 

Siegal (2006) suggests that a reason why many children are not getting diagnosed with dyslexia is because the waiting list for testing can be up to as long as two years.

Therefore, unless a family pays for their child to privately get tested then it is unlikely that they will get diagnosed which will cause them to fall behind from an early age and also disadvantage the children from the poorer background. (BBC News, 2019).

British Dyslexia Association (2019) highlights the possible reason why the waiting list for dyslexic is so long. They state that there are only one Specialist Dyslexia Assessor per 500 primary schools or 1,000 secondary schools and none at all in the Early Years as they do not assess dyslexia until children are in primary school.

However, the British Dyslexia Association are currently campaigning to get a specialist dyslexia teacher in every school who has a diploma in that field as they are aware of how damaging the current statics are to all children in Wales with dyslexia (National Assembly for Wales, 2008). 

The Guardian (2008) highlight the significance of these two barriers as they believe that if dyslexic children were diagnosed they would be given access to the specialist support needed. 

The British Dyslexia Association agrees with this and highlights how substantial and critical these two barriers are right now as they state that both the support and diagnosis for dyslexia in 2019 is the worst it has been ever since the government funding started in the 1980’s (BBC News, 2019).

These barriers would impact massively on children with dyslexia as it is preventing them from getting the early intervention they need as the diagnosis is happening far too late or not at all and also the support given to the children is happening far too late also. Habib and Giraud (2013) highlight the importance of early diagnosis and then therefore early intervention to giving children the best possible chance at their reading and writing.

With these major barriers in place to prevent the support for children with dyslexia, this is supporting the Equality Act 2010 where every learner will get an equal opportunity at learning (Welsh Government, 2010). However, Gorard and Smith (2013) states the importance of equity instead of equality by ensuring everyone has a fair opportunity as each learner has different needs so therefore to have this fair chance then all children with dyslexia need support from an early age to have the same opportunities moving forward.

The Guardian (2018) agrees with this as they suggest that if children with dyslexia are not getting equity in their learning, it is likely that they will fall behind compared to their peers.


To conclude, these two barriers that have been discussed here are major for children’s development as it is not allowing children to get the support needed for dyslexia whether it is because there is not enough support available or it is undiagnosed. By these two barriers being in place it is having a critical impact on the children’s education and not making it fair by giving them the same chances as all the other children. Moving forward if the Government used all of this research to implement a more efficient diagnosis system which is happening earlier as well as giving practitioners the relevant training they need, Dyslexic children will not be falling behind other students in Wales and will get the best possible outcomes out of their education.
























Element 3
 
An example of how children with dyslexia can be supported in an early years setting is assistive software to read. Bilton High School (2017) highlights the importance of why reading is so essential in a child’s life. They go on to state that reading is a fundamental skill which will affect us in later life if we struggle with it. Additionally, improving a dyslexic child’s reading also links to improving their writing too as children’s mind’s will be opened up to other pieces of writing that is not just their own.

Morgan, H (2013) emphasizes the importance of this software as if settings do not give support to readers who are struggling early on then it is likely that they will still struggle academically all throughout their education. Goarad and Khan (2011) supports this as in a trail they carried out using software for children’s reading skills, all children’s literacy improved.

Ko (2011) explains that some of the benefits of reading software include it providing physical, sensory and cognitive support to dyslexic learners. 

Dyslexic Association of Ireland (no date) agrees that assistive software has been a great benefit to all children but highlights the significant help that this type of technology has had for children with dyslexia. However, they do emphasize that this type of support can only assist the development of children with dyslexia and cannot replace the essential role of the practitioner. 

Rello and Barbosa (2013) disagrees with this as they believe that reading software is not necessary as all needs should be solved with the support of practitioners and generic reading tools.

Bowden (2013) explains that reading software is a positive step forward but is not very realistic as it will be very cost effective so therefore with dyslexia already struggling with budget cuts, there will be no money to go towards this technology to support dyslexic children. 



Knight (2018) suggests a possible downfall in this support which is practitioners not having the training and therefore expertise to support the children when using this software. Their paper highlights that although this could be an excellent resource for children, if the practitioners do not get training for it then it would not be successful.

Microsoft (2020) suggests that assistive software can be available for all children as if some children have vison impairment and cannot read then there is certain software that can read any text out load to the learner so therefore this support can benefit all children with dyslexia.

By this software being inclusive to all it will allow a team of practitioners to demonstrate a high level of inclusive practice by using this technology to support their teaching and the child’s learning (Florian and Spratt, 2012). 

Down Syndrome South Africa (no date) agrees with this as they believe that inclusive practice allows all children regardless of their disability to get involved with the same system and create the opportunity to learn from each other.

This inclusive practice for all children will help create an environment which could improve a dyslexic child’s self-esteem as if a child is struggling with dyslexia then there is a high chance that he or she will have low self-esteem (Glazzard, 2010).

To conclude, reading software can be an excellent resource for dyslexic children alongside their teacher as there are many benefits that will help improve this essential skill as well as promoting inclusive practice and increasing low self-esteem. However, in reality this resource maybe hard to use as it is cost effective and all practitioners would need training to make it effective.
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