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Should ‘Environmental Education’ be an essential component of all outdoor adventure education programmes?
Introduction
I will be talking about what outdoor education is before then explaining what environmental education is. After that I will talk about to company’s called TYF who are located in St David’s and also about the Stackpole outdoor learning centre who are apart of the national trust and discussing the talks we had with them. Discussing what they do and how they try to educate people in the environment and the issues that there is with the environment in the hope to educate more people on how they help.  I will also talk about plans that are general that are being pushed by other venues to help educate children and others on the environmental topic.
What is outdoor education?
Outdoor education is a wide range of things that allow mainly children to learn about the outdoors and different activities. This can be used to help kids develop skills that can’t be learned in a classroom. Teaching them about how the environment works. Giving them, some structured activities so they can learn while playing. 
As defined by the IOL (institute for outdoor learning), 
“learning is a Process that results in a change in knowledge or behaviour as a result of experience.”
Learning from experience would mean they would have to reflect on an activate after you have done the event so they would be able to see what they could have done the make the experience better, what they could possibly change about the activity and they would prepare for the actively different to the previous time, once they have reflected on this, they would then put what they think should be different into practise. Do this a few times will help get most of the activities in hand and have a better learning experience.
They continue to state that from the institutions experience,
“It is something that is active, builds on prior knowledge and occurs at both an individual and social level” (Practice, Resources and Learning, 2019).

This shows how people would be able to build not only their individual skills, but their team building skills, more specifically towards but not limited towards kids, this is something that could help their early development, they will be able to learn through play and challenge but then also share their findings with the other children in the process which means they will also be learning from each other, helping them learn more whiles also encouraging them to work as a team so they can help, and learn from each other, this can work with free play and also in structured learning, with free play they would be able to be creative and imaginative but with the structured learning you would be able to push them to learn through challenge. Meaning they would be pushed more to think about what is being taught, this will encourage them to work off each other and build their team working skills. While doing the task at hand, this is more restricted to what they could learn to free play, but it is better in terms of health and safety.

 
What is environmental education?
“Environmental education is a process that allows individuals to explore environmental issues, engage in problem solving, and take action to improve the environment.” (US EPA, 2019)
This quote talks explains that environmental education is teaching what the environment is. Discussing the and pointing out the issues so people are aware of what is going in the environment, helping educate them of the issues of the environment will help them see the dangerous and harm that is being coursed. This should help encourage them to help the environment.
Environmental education is about teaching people the issues not just in the current times but the issues from the past and problems that may happen in the future so they will be able to understand the issues better and see how different things have added up to have such a big effect of the environment.
With educating children there would be many ways that outdoor education could be used as a tool to help them learn about the environmental sides of things as well, they could use outdoor activities as a fun way to learn while also pushing the environmental education side of things as well, for example they could use hill walking as and get children to pick up litter as they go, using a reward system if they manage to fill a bin back, then explaining why that is important, educating them while having fun on an outdoor adventure.

Is environmental education essential?
Environmental education is important to outdoor education because in order to be able to do a majority of the outdoor activities within outdoor learning their needs to be a well-kept environment, for example rock climbing requires safe and structured walls, hill/mountain climbing would need good surfaces etc. This means for people to be able to activities with the outdoors they need to make sure the environment around the sport is safe and well looked after. Making sure that the people are educated on the environment and the issues that the environment has, they would then be able to educated on ways to help look after the environment and possibly go on to find ways of improving the environment and ways to help others to do more to look after it in the future.
Environmental education is essential to outdoor education because if the environment is protected and looked after it will eventually become ruined, meaning it will not be able to used again or as often making it harder to be able to do any form of outdoor activity, so protecting the areas that are used for outdoors is massively important. Educating people of all ages about the issues that have happened and could occur in the future, stopping people having the ability to go and do the outdoors. Having people educated to be able to protect the environment then it will able to be used for a lot long and possible lead to helping the environment in the long term meaning the outdoors would be able to be used for pleasure and educational purposes for the foreseeable future 

Talks
Stackpole activity centre is a centre that is part of the national trust, Stackpole are an activity centre that mainly focus on the environmental aspects of outdoor education. They aim to try and educate children on what the environment is before and then teaching them on how to look after it whiles also having fun with the activities. They will use this too teach people on how they could help the environment themselves, teaching them things that they could do on a day to day bases. 
Stackpole are part of the national trust, which means most of the projects they have done or planning to do is government funded, this also would mean that they must pass certain criteria.
“we have to make a plan and prove why its beneficial and cost affective to get the permission and funding to go forward with a project” (Ack, 2019, Stackpole outdoor learning centre)
This quote from the spokesperson in Stackpole shows that they don’t spend money needlessly and have to prove how it would help educate people with the environmental aspects that should be taught.  This is something that brings trips to the centre, “mostly school children around the age of 11 (year 6’s)” a lot of schools bring trips to this centre so they can educate the children about the environment and how it should be looked after and how they would be able to protect it themselves, demonstrating ways and informing them about what day to day tings can be done while also enjoying the activates provided.  (National Trust, 2019)
TYF – St Davids.  
TYF are apart of the B CORP, meaning they have to be reviewed after a certain amount of time, they need to make sure they mange to get a grade of at least 80 from a possible scored of 200 to pass. Meaning that are an acceptable company with.
“Certifying as a B corporation goes beyond a product or service certification. It is the only certification that measures a company’s entire social and environmental performance” (Bcorporation.uk, 2019)
This shows that the B corporation set the standards for business and companies to follow, making sure the companies that are a part of this corporation are at a set standard. TYF are apart of this B corporation so this shows that they have passed the test of being environmentally friendly as the quote states that they make sure the pass the environmental test as well as a social performance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]TYF demonstrate this by some of the ideas and plans they have in place to be able to be more environmentally friendly. One of the ideas that the mentioned when being spoke to by a spokesperson was the idea to be able to recycle the sponge within the buoyance aids to minimise the waste, this is one of the plans they have to do in the future as they are still trying to work out ways of using the sponge once they are able to recycle it.
Conclusion 
To conclude there is many ways to educate people about the environment and some activates that can be done to teach people while enjoying the outdoors at the same time. As mentioned by Stackpole being able to use the outdoors is a great way to get people more involved and are able to learn whiles also enjoying themselves. Both the companies share similar goals in the fact they are both looking for way to be more environmentally friendly and are attempting to find new ways of doing so for, for example TYF’s place to recycle the sponge within the buoyance aids, whiles Stackpole work hand in hand with the national trust working out news ways they can educate people about the environment using the outdoors and outdoor education to get that message across. Both companies believe that teaching people, mainly children about the environment and the issues then it will help them be more aware as they get older making them able to look after the environment and educate others in the future.
Environmental education in conclusion is essential to outdoor education and is something that all people should be educated about as well as people within the outdoor and outdoor education systems as they need to be able to protect the environment that they would be using, being educated about the environment will help people be able to look after the environment they use. Using environmental education alongside outdoor education is something I think is a great way to be able to educate people, particularly children, they would be able to use fun and adventures games that keeps them interested in what’s going on because of the activity while learning key parts of the environment, using this to educate them on how to keep the environment clean and looked after so it can be protected for years to come
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