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1. 


1.1 Background 

Traditionally around times of war in places such as Bangkok, elephants were seen to be respected and well cared for as valued animals (Cohen, 2008). 1989 saw the reduced need for elephants to be used and respected through war and therefore faced no employment (Kanwanich,1998). This is where elephants began to be rented out as tourism attractions by mahouts as a way of gaining self-profit from the animals (Chadwick,2005).Elephants working in camps that are for the entertainment of tourists suffer injuries ranging from minor cuts and bruises caused by trees and other plants to more serious abrasions caused by the mahouts tools such as hooks in order to convey discipline and a sense of control over the animals (Khawnual & Clarke, 2002). (Phuangkum, Lair, & Angkawanith, 2005) also argue that there is a high level of physical discipline for elephants in tourist camps and attractions as they state that at the age of three or four elephants are “broken” by brutal training methods as they are forced to perform. (Cohen,2008) portrays the view that if the tourist camps are bigger, they tend to provide entertainment and performances however if they are of smaller size they usually provide elephant rides. 

However, the topicality of the subject is having an impact more than ever before as people are becoming more aware of animal treatment and standing for what they believe in. (Duffy and Moore, 2001) state that there are international organisations that are in place to try to protect the welfare of animals including elephants, these include International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), Born Free Foundation (BFF), People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and The Humane Society International (HSI).  tricks in circuses and shows, and to provide rides for tourists. Duffy and Moore continue to elaborate on the work of PETA and state that they are completely against training of elephants in Thailand as it separates baby elephants from their mother’s, and they are left traumatised. The work of PETA also campaigns continuously for elephants to be released in to the wild and not held in captivity for the pleasure of tourists. 
(Duffy, 2014) discusses the work of Living with Elephants (LWE) who offer the opportunity for tourists to become educated on elephant conservation whilst walking alongside the elephants for around four hours learning key information about them and how to protect the species. 

1.2 Rationale 
Although literature and studies based on the topic of using elephants as a tourism attraction already exists, there appears to be a paucity in the ethics behind this topic. Studies and literature existing currently have focussed primarily on the treatment of the elephants and not what motivates tourists to participate in the attractions and whether they face an ethical dilemma in doing so. The researcher aims to build on the data already collected surrounding this topic and elaborate further on the views and perceptions of tourists analysing the decision making behind taking part in and purchasing elephant attractions. This dissertation is necessary to the contribution of the topic as there is a gap in the subject that needs further research with a focus on ethics and motivations. 


1.3- Aim and Objectives 
Aim
The aim of this study is to examine the ethics behind using elephants as a tourist attraction
Objectives 
1. To explore previous academic literature based on the ethics behind using elephants as a tourist attraction to provide a greater understanding of the topic 
2. To conduct primary research in the form of focus groups and interviews to evaluate whether people are aware of the affect that tourism has on elephants and their perceptions on visiting elephant attractions 
3. To synthesise extant literature and primary research to make recommendations for tourists to consider when booking an elephant tourist attraction 


2.1- Philosophy 
According to (Saunders et al 2007) there are two main types of philosophy interpretivism and positivism. Interpretivism focusses on the way that humans reach particular conclusions and their perceptions. Interpretivism believes that people are aware of their conscience and not just laws that govern society.   However, positivism is a more logical philosophical approach with the view that people’s decision-making processes derive from society. Interpretivism views research as important when producing qualitative data as it gives an insight in to people’s behaviour and why they may act a certain way. On the other hand, positivists prefer research that produces quantitative data as it allows logical and factual data and no attachment to respondents. For this dissertation the researcher will be following the philosophy of interpretivism through the use of face to face interviews and focus groups. This will therefore produce qualitative data favoured by the interpretivist approach. 




2.2 Methodology 
(Saunders et al 2009) define research as something undertaken in order to increase knowledge and learn about things systematically. Collis and Hussey (2009) identify research methodology as the main approach to the whole of the process of the research study. Saunders et al (2007) present the overall research methodology in the form of a “research onion”, in which the thoughts with regards to the research problem lie in the centre and therefore, the many layers have to be “peeled away” before approaching the centre. The researcher will use the research onion as a way determining the research methodology needed for the research conducted. The researcher will use the approach of conducting interviews and focus groups in order to collect relevant data in order to complete successful research. The researcher will be using an inductive approach in this dissertation.

2.3– Research onion
[image: Research onion]
Figure 2.3 - The research onion – Source: (Saunders et al 2007)



2.4 Sample 
(Saunders 2012) defines a sample as a selection from the entire population Saunders elaborates further and states that there is “probability and non-probability” sampling techniques. 
· Probability; simple random, systematic, and stratified sampling
· Non-probability; Quota, purposive, snowball, self-selection and convenience sampling 
For the purpose of this research, purposive sampling will be used. Saunders defines this method as non-profitability sampling where the researcher’s use of judgment is used to choose the sample for participants based on various reasoning. The researcher will therefore use their judgement to select participants who have taken part in attending elephant tourist attractions as the result of the data provided will be best suited to meet the purpose, aim and objectives of the research. 
2.5– Interviews and Focus Groups 

According to (Punch 2005:28) qualitative data is about comprehending people’s perceptions of the world by using non-numerical unstructured data that has a general approach to begin with then develops to be more focussed throughout the study. This is type of data is a key component to this paper as perceptions of tourists is a main focus as stated in objective 3. 
The work of (Wilson 2016) also supports the use of using interviews as a research method as she states how interviews can be done through face to face interviews, the use of skype and through telephone. The researcher will be conducting interviews face to face in order to ensure all relevant data is collected.
According to (Clark 1997) interviews as a form of qualitative research are very useful as they allow an insight into how people as individuals or groups see their world and how they create their reality of it. Clark also states that the use of focus groups is seen as a sophisticated technique for pulling out key information mainly considering motives and attitudes.
There are three main styles of interviews, these include; 
· Structured
· Unstructured 
· Semi -Structured 
For this paper this researcher will be using the method of semi-structured interviews due this being the most useful method as it enables interviewees to express thoughts and feelings freely but structure from the interviewer still remains when needed. This is supported by (Wilson 2016) as she states that structured interviews can be quite limited when it comes to qualitative research. Wilson argues that the using semi structured interviews can allow flexibility. 

For this dissertation the qualitative approach will be used as a way of ensuring that no misunderstandings occur. It is vital that the researcher respects the ethics attached to performing interviews and focus groups and ensures that the interviewee will understand the purpose of the research and gives full consent to participating. The researcher will also support the privacy of the interviewees and protect the data that is collected and keep it anonymous. The interviewer will interview family members that have attended elephant sanctuaries in Thailand. The sample group chosen for this research will be easy to access as they are related to the researcher therefore more willing to help. 


2.6 - Resources 

The resources that will be used in order to gather and conduct this research and enable it to be successfully carried out will be in the form of secondary data. These include;
· Relevant textbooks 
· Academic journals 
· Professional websites 
· Academic reports




















2.7- Gantt Chart
Figure 2.7 – Ghantt Chart 
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2.8– Analysis 
After the researcher has conducted the proposed interviews and focus groups that are going to be audio recorded with consent from the participants, the researcher will transcribe the data collected in order to analyse and select relevant information needed for this dissertation. 


3.1 Ethical considerations & Risks

According to (Marczyk, DeMatteo and Festinger 2005) the first international piece of documentation regarding ethics in research was the Nuremburg code that included a number of conditions that had to be signed in order of consent. In 1948 this became recognised and used by the United Nations General assembly. Following this in 1979 was the Belmont Report that contained three key principles that state the guidelines for researchers when using human participants. Before any participants take part in the research of this dissertation, they will be made aware of the reasoning and purpose of the research. Participants will be no younger than 18 and will be asked to fill out an application of ethical approval form that will help to minimise any ethical risks that may occur. For this research topic area there are minimal ethical risks and therefore no threat should be posed to the researcher or respondent. Due to this topic being one of sensitivity it is important that the researcher ensures that they obtain the thoughts and feelings of participants throughout to avoid any upset or offence. 
A risk that may occur with the use of qualitative methods is subjectivity. Subjectivity is based on the thoughts and feelings of individuals that guide their perceptions. A further issue that may occur is the impact of the thoughts, feelings and views of the researcher that may influence the interviewee and therefore the data produced may not be reliable. This issue is known as the interviewer effect. As a way of over-coming these issues the researcher will try to avoid research bias. The researcher will ask questions that are seen as neutral and give no insight into what the researcher may want to hear and be aware of their actions and facial expressions throughout the process. 


3.3– Reliability &Validity 

Reliability in research refers to whether the repeated research of the same topic would produce the same consistent result (Clark, 1997). Validity is defined as a mutual agreement to using different methods but measuring the same thing (Hammersley, 1987). (Pelissier, 2008, p.12) believe that research validity can be divided into two groups: internal and external. Pelisser states that internal validity refers to the findings of the research correspond those of reality, however external validity refers to how the result of the research findings can be reproduced to another environment. Throughout the research conducted it is vital the findings are both valid and reliable. 
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