Research Strategy

This chapter will detail the methodology which this research will be using to investigate the link between alcohol, perpetrating domestic violence and rehabilitation of offenders as outlined in previous chapters.  It will explore the type of research proposed and compare this to methodologies used by previous researchers as highlighted in the literature review and lastly, this chapter will look at the weaknesses of the proposed research and the limitations that are anticipated.

The objectives of this research have become more defined whilst carrying out initial research and specifically through a thorough literature review, the original question proposed to explore the links between substance misuse and a person being a perpetrator or victim of domestic violence.  Through the literature review it had been highlighted how previous research is abundant and it has been well established that there is indeed a link between substance misuse and both being a perpetrator and victim of domestic violence.  The researcher had identified that the purpose of this research should be narrowed and furthered to the following objectives of this research:

· To use the experiences of police officers on the front line dealing with domestic violence cases to establish an up to date impartial observation of such cases.
· To establish if officers, considered to be subject matter experts in intoxication, believe there to have been alcohol involved in the cases they have attended.
· To capture data from officers, without having to disclose precise details of a case meaning sensitive information remains that way.
· To establish if officers themselves, support the idea of rehabilitating offenders by treatment for substance misuse.


Data Collection

This research will be conducted by means of a questionnaire that will be sent to front line police officers only.  The questionnaire will be in an online format and will be anonymous, no personal data of any kind will be collected, other than a confirmation that the participant is part of the target audience for the questionnaire, that being a front line police officer.  The aim of the research is to have 20 respondents as a minimum, however should more than this respond it will only improve the quality of the data set attained.

Given the relatively low number of people expected to be involved in this research questionnaire, the researcher will seek to ask respondents about the most recent 3 incidents of domestic abuse they have encountered.  This will help to get the most from each valuable respondent, meaning that in effect the research will explore three cases per respondent, in theory tripling the core data sought by carrying out this research.

The questionnaire will utilise a Likert scale (S. Jamieson, 2022), which is a popular tool used by many researchers since its inception by Rensis Likert in the 1930’s.   The Likert scale used by this researcher in the proposed questionnaire will include the following responses on the sliding scale:

· Strongly agree 
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree 

The researcher has chosen to use a questionnaire as it is a simple and cost-effective means of gathering data and sits within the scope of the resources at the researcher’s disposal.  The sample is specific in that only front-line police officers will be asked to take part, this is in order to direct the research at those with the most current experience of dealing with the topic in question and will guarantee an unbiased expert opinion on intoxication through alcohol which is key to the research proposed.

The type of research proposed is quantitative which is described by J Creswell (2014) as a systematic empirical investigation that seeks to understand, explain, or predict phenomena by collecting numerical data and analysing it using statistical methods. 

Data Analysis

The data obtained will be analysed and quantified which will then be best displayed in the form of graphs or charts which will depict the findings of the research and can then be analysed further to identify any outcomes of the research.  Due to the restrictions of time and resources as well as the limited word count and scope of this very dissertation, the researcher anticipates a relatively low number of respondents when compared to much larger studies carried out by previous researchers whereby 1000’s of cases have been looked at.  

Limitations & Potential Problems

From the outset the researcher has identified that there is a swathe of limitations to this dissertation, the first being its scope.  Being a relatively small, limited to 10,000 word dissertation and the time constraints placed on the researcher themselves, the study itself has to be limited to a size manageable for the researcher who has previously suggested that the aim of this study is to sample 20 police officers in relation to 3 cases each of domestic violence, meaning in theory around 60 cases will form this study.  However, this in itself has a limitation in that it is possible those police officers have attended the same incident.

One of the proposed benefits of asking police officers these questions anonymously, is that the sensitive issue of domestic violence which would ordinarily remain as sensitive data, can be explored for the purpose of the research question without having to disclose those sensitive details such as the names, nature or places where the incidents have occurred.  However, this supposed benefit is also a negative in that it is not verifiable and is entirely objective and as mentioned leaves open the possibility of duplicating information.

(906 words)


References
 
Jamieson, Susan. "Likert scale." Encyclopedia Britannica, 26 Sep. 2022, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Likert-Scale.

Creswell, J. W. (2018). Research design: qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods approaches (5th edition.). SAGE.



