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The two chosen countries to compare are Wales and Syria. These have been chosen as there is much difference between both countries. Research has been undertaken to find differences in regard to the life that children and their families lead and how it impacts them. All children are different and are raised in different ways according to Kids count, (no date). They also state that differences are dependent on race, gender, geography and time. Bronfenbrenner, (no date) believes, that a child’s environment affects how a child grows and develops with the different levels in the environment influencing a child’s development. Children are born into a family and are influenced by their surroundings, beliefs, attitudes and mould’s them into who they are states the BBC, (2015). This can be a positive and a negative aspect. Stern, J. (2015) reports that children in Syria are believed to be generation of militants moulded into new generation militants. Francis, E., Castillejo, E and Noll, E. state that children have become the lost generation in Syria.
Today in Syria, childhood is seen as a challenge as children are born into a war zone with no structure or routine to life. Due to war, there are no secure homes and safety is un known. This reflects on a child’s wellbeing. (Care international, (2018). In Wales, there are certain areas in the country that may suffer high poverty rates than others such as South Wales where lack of employment and crime rate is soaring. However, Wales is seen as a country where children have a good education and a good life style (Children in Wales, (2014) compared to the children of Syria. 
Syria as a country is well known for its civil war. Due to conflict between forces, the effect on life there is terrible and devastating all aspects of children’s lives states the British Red Cross, (2018). Children and families are being killed and suffer every day. UNICEF Uk, (2018) claims that Syria is one of the most dangerous places to be a child. According to Samuelson, K. (2016) it is estimated that 75,000 children are fighting to survive in the Syrian town of Aleppo alone. Children are living in constant fear of attack and can not live a normal life compared to children in Wales. Children’s health, protection, education, food and security are impacted when living in a war zone. The United Nations Security Council has demanded a ‘cease fire and for the declaration of daily humanitarian pauses’, however, there has not been a stop to the violence states Mercy crops, (2018).
In Wales, children do not have to worry about war and hide in fear of being bombed. Children in Wales have a good life compared to Syrian children states Action Aid, (no date). However, children here in Wales do suffer from poverty states Save the Children, (2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Save the Children, (2018) believes that every child deserves a childhood and a bright future, but unfortunately this is not the case worldwide. As an organisation Save the Children in Wales work to support children and families who live in poverty to grow, develop and learn. Working together with partners in education, health and social care to deliver a range of programmes. Holland, S. (2017) as the Children’s Commissioner for Wales aspires for a Wales where all children to have equal chances, to be respected and listened to, however, she states too many children are living in poverty and not receiving the human rights that they are entitled to.
Save the Children, (2018) along with British Red Cross, (2018) are charities that work with children and their families in Syria providing support and essential items to help Syrian families. Providing them with food, blankets, clothes, medicine etc. In Wales, fundraising events and food/charity banks are provided to send out to countries such as Syria who are in desperate need. This allows children in Wales to help and support less fortunate families. By doing this children in Wales are given the chance to learn about Syria and how children like them are affected, making them appreciate what they have according to Pang, L. (2016), stating that it is our responsibility to help our children harness empathy, allowing them the opportunity to develop appreciation for their lives and for others from different cultures and backgrounds.
In Wales, children under the age of eighteen are protected by rights provided by the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC). These rights state how children should have a voice and the right to be heard. When policies and new laws are made the UNCRC rights need to be considered. These rights were introduced in January 1992 to safeguard our children UNICEF Uk, (2018).
In Ceredigion Wales, Syrian families have been welcomed as refugees to live, to build a future for them selves and their families according to the BBC, (2016).  Staff from the United Nations have been working closely with the Home office to determine suitability to be settled in Ceredigion. The BBC, (2015) reports that 20,000 refugees will be allowed in to Great Britain as part of David Cameron’s pledge, with 1,600 coming here to Wales.
Syrian families must flee their towns or villages to be safe, however risky it is as it is the only way to survive states Save the children, (2013). Families and children are left homeless and traumatised by the impact of war. According to Wright, H. R (2015) heritage and culture contributes largely to the growth of a child.  Families along with their children are forced to move almost daily with the unknown of where is safe. Children are made to see devastating things such as bombings, chemical attacks and are witnessing deaths daily. Leaving children traumatised with sites seen and their childhood taken away in result to conflict. Some children and their families have managed to survive and escape across borders to seek a better life. According to statistics from Mercy Corps, (2018) there are more than eleven million Syrians on the run and risking their lives seeking acceptance and new opportunities in another country. Furthermore, many families live in settlements created by thousands of families fleeing crowded with no amenities, at border crossings with the hope of escaping one day according to Penny appeal, (2018). For the many refugees that do manage to escape to seek a better life, no belongings or possessions are bought with them due to having to flee urgently as said by Deacon, T. (2016). However, what they do carry are stories of misery, fear, loss and pain. 
Education in Wales is seen as compulsory with children attending nursery’s and schools, where as in Syria education is near impossible for children as it is unsafe for them to attend according to Engel, P. (2016). Many children do not have any education and live their lives underground sheltering from danger. Some children are lucky enough to have an education in a cave, dark underground. It is more difficult detecting a cave underground during airstrikes. Schools should be a safe haven for children allowing them to play and socialise with friends as well as gaining education states Knightsmith, P. (2017) However, Syrian children do not have this due to schools also becoming shelters for displaced children states Save the Children, 2018. Penny appeal, (2018) suggest that two point eight million children are without an education. 
 When Syrian children arrive in Wales they face many challenges as they integrate as reported by Mitchell, J. (2015). Children are faced with a new way of life with a language barrier, as well as having to come to terms with being in a new country surrounded by unfamiliar surroundings.
Climate is another factor that can contribute to the kind of life children may have. Where as it being too hot, bringing drought and crops not growing to being too cold with no heating with a lack of money to purchase fuel for warmth.
The weather in winter in Syria can be extremely cold and when families have had to flee quickly, provisions and clothes to keep warm were not taken. This has resulted in children being ill with nothing to keep them warm. Fires have caused many deaths due to being lit in unsafe buildings to try and keep warm according to British Red Cross, (2018) burning whatever they can to keep warm.
Food and water is in short supply as there are no shops or markets for people to go to purchase items. Many attempt to grow their own food to feed their families to survive, however starvation rates have increased dramatically. With food being scarce essential items have increased in price and people not having the money to purchase these items result in famine.  Clean running water is not available for drinking as water supplies have been destroyed leading to high risk waterborne disease outbreaks such as typhoid, cholera and dysentery suggests Concern Worldwide, (2018) along with Save the Children, (2018). Families are dependent on poor quality water from wells which are contaminated and unsafe to drink. Sanitation is also a huge problem as sewage systems have been destroyed, resulting in no clean toilets. Illnesses and diseases are raging from this, adding to more death rates states Save the children, (2018). 
In Wales, people always complain in regard to cost of living but don’t realise how lucky they truly are states citizen advice, (2018). There is plenty of food and clean running water. Food is available freely with fresh produce made daily. Children do not have to live on one meal a day and beg for food. However, as stated previously poverty does exist in Wales according to the Independent, (2018). According to Bulman, M. (2018) almost quarter of people in Wales are trapped in poverty due to cost of living combined with lack of employment. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation, (2018) conducted research showing that seven hundred and ten thousand people in Wales are living in relative poverty with one hundred and eighty-five thousands of them being children. These figures showing that Wales being the most poverty-stricken nation in the UK. However, employment in Wales is growing faster than anywhere else in the UK according to Gov Uk, (2017).  
 Due to the situation in Syria there are no jobs therefore resulting in no money. This impacts on how a family can survive, from not having a house, no food and no lifestyle. Employment is scares due to the bombings ruining businesses and buildings.
 In eastern Aleppo, six out of eight hospitals have been badly damaged with bombs states Oxfam, (2018) targeting medical aid leaving people struggling to survive, poor health and death. Children and their families are being deprived of life saving supplies including medicine, nutrition supplements for malnourished children, paediatric and midwifery kits, winter clothes, hygiene kits and other basic commodities according to Unicef Uk, (no date). 
In Wales, medical care is provided by the National Health Service is a publicly funded healthcare system by the Welsh Government. Children and their families in Wales are lucky to have medical care available, where as in Syria this is not the case. Unlike Syria, Wales has a much smaller population of around three million and aims to provide good healthcare for all, regardless of wealth states Wales NHS, (2018). Advice and services are available around the clock to provide care for children and their families if are un well or emergency departments an hospital’s for seeking medical treatment.  
Health services working in the war zone country of Syria are targets of war according to Voa news, (2017). These being targeted with the aim to shutting down all health centres and preventing any access to care. A study conducted by Boseley, S. (2107) from The Guardian stating that ‘Syria is the most dangerous place on earth for healthcare providers’. Doctors and nurses are risking their lives to save others and are injured or killed by doing so states Pelley, S. (2107). 
Homes are bombed leaving children and their parents homeless. Families having to make makeshift homes to provide a roof over their head, with many having to hide in basements and underground shelter. This is dangerous as stated by Muslim Aid, (no date) as there is no ventilation, water or sanitation systems. Hiding underground to survive however, suffering from lack of food, coldness and constant worry of listening to explosions.
[bookmark: _Hlk511208362] UNICEF Uk, (no date) is the worlds leading organisation for children, working to promote children’s rights and wellbeing of every child. UNICEF Uk aim to raise money to support children in danger and to build a safer world. Working alongside another humanitarian organisation.
To conclude, children in Wales are more beneficial than children in Syria. By researching, watching clips and news programmes children in Syria suffer horrifically and do not have the childhood that children in Wales have.  Children here have a life style where they can paly and learn to benefit their education where as in Syria it is not an option as safety and surviving is prioritised.
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