Seminar Session 3
Seminar Activity: Demystifying Research Paradigms
Based on Pretorius (2024), I would structure the seminar so that each group focuses on one of the three foundational elements of a research paradigm—Ontology, Epistemology, and Axiology—and then applies these concepts to their own research area. The article argues that these three dimensions collectively shape research questions, methodological choices, findings, and ethical considerations. 
Pretorius (2024), Demystifying Research Paradigms: Navigating Ontology, Epistemology and Axiology in Research 
Learning Objectives
By the end of the session, students should be able to:
· Explain the meaning of ontology, epistemology and axiology. 
· Identify the assumptions underpinning their own research. 
· Evaluate the relationship between research paradigms and methodology. 
· Reflect critically on their own research philosophy. 
Activity Structure
Phase 1: Group Discussion (20 minutes)
Each group discusses its allocated questions.

Phase 2: Prepare Feedback (10 minutes)
Prepare a summary flipchart/slide.

Phase 3: Whole-Class Feedback (15 minutes)
Each group presents its conclusions and research reflections.



Group A: ONTOLOGY
"What is Reality?"
The article defines ontology as the researcher's assumptions about the nature of reality. It distinguishes between realist and relativist perspectives. 
Discussion Questions
1. What does the article mean by "reality"? 
2. What are the key differences between: 
· Realist ontology 
· Relativist ontology? 
3. Which paradigms in the article are primarily realist? 
· Positivism 
· Post-Positivism 
· Critical Realism 
4. Which paradigms are primarily relativist? 
· Constructivism 
· Social Constructionism 
· Interpretivism 
5. Can multiple realities exist simultaneously? Why or why not? 
6. How might researchers studying the same phenomenon arrive at different understandings of reality? 
Reflection on Your Research
7. What assumptions about reality underpin your research topic? 
8. Does your research assume: 
· One objective reality? 
· Multiple realities? 
· A combination of both? 
9. If you changed your ontological assumptions, how would your research design change? 
10. Which ontological position best reflects your dissertation or research project? 
Feedback to the Class
Summarise:
· Key ontological positions identified. 
· Areas of agreement and disagreement. 
· Examples from your own research topics. 
· How ontology influences research design. 



Group B: EPISTEMOLOGY
"How Do We Know What We Know?"
The article explains that epistemology concerns the nature of knowledge and how knowledge is generated. 
Discussion Questions
1. According to the article, what is knowledge? 
2. Compare the three broad epistemological positions identified: 
· Objective knowledge 
· Subjective knowledge 
· Pragmatic knowledge 
3. Can researchers ever know reality completely? 
4. What counts as valid evidence in different paradigms? 
5. How do positivists and interpretivists differ in their understanding of knowledge? 
6. What are the strengths and weaknesses of quantitative and qualitative approaches to knowledge generation? 
Reflection on Your Research
7. How do researchers in your discipline generate knowledge? 
8. What counts as evidence in your research area? 
9. Do you believe your research findings represent: 
· Facts? 
· Interpretations? 
· Practical solutions? 
10. Which paradigm best aligns with how you generate knowledge? 
Feedback to the Class
Summarise:
· Different ways of knowing. 
· How knowledge is generated in different disciplines. 
· Examples from your own research projects. 
· How epistemology influences methodology. 



Group C: AXIOLOGY
"What Role Do Values Play in Research?"
The article argues that axiology concerns values, ethics, reflexivity and the influence of the researcher's beliefs on the research process. 
Discussion Questions
1. Can research ever be completely value-free? 
2. Why do some paradigms seek objectivity while others embrace subjectivity? 
3. What does the article mean by "value-laden research"? 
4. What is reflexivity and why is it important? 
5. How can researchers' values influence: 
· Research topics? 
· Research questions? 
· Data collection? 
· Interpretation? 
6. What ethical challenges arise when researching vulnerable or marginalised groups? 
7. How do power relationships affect research? 
Reflection on Your Research
8. Why did you choose your current research topic? 
9. What personal, professional, cultural, or disciplinary values influence your work? 
10. How do you manage potential bias in your research? 
11. What ethical issues are particularly relevant in your field? 
Feedback to the Class
Summarise:
· Whether research can be value-free. 
· Examples of reflexivity. 
· Ethical issues in different disciplines. 
· How values influence research design and interpretation. 



Final Whole-Class Reflection (15 Minutes)
After the presentations, facilitate a plenary discussion:
1. How are ontology, epistemology, and axiology connected? 
2. Which element do you think has the greatest influence on research design? 
3. Which paradigm best reflects your own research philosophy? 
4. Has this discussion changed how you think about your dissertation or research project? 
5. What challenges might arise if ontology, epistemology, methodology, and methods are not aligned? 
6. Can researchers combine paradigms, or should they remain philosophically consistent? 
7. What have you learned about your own research assumptions today? 
Expected Output from Each Group
Each group should provide:
· A 5-minute presentation. 
· Three key insights from the article. 
· One area of disagreement/debate. 
· One example from their own research field. 
· One recommendation for novice researchers choosing a paradigm. 
This structure works particularly well for DBA students because it moves them from understanding the concepts to applying them directly to their own dissertation topics.
