Ryan Thomas
Module code(s) - BMPL 4002
[bookmark: _Int_eGuHp0uV][bookmark: _Int_ETikzXZG]Assignment title - Examine the concept of “policing by consent”, why is it important and how does it impact society. Consider the impact of past historical incidents and their role in shaping the idea of “policing by consent.”

[bookmark: _Int_d5Uv6kOm]Policing by consent is significant in the role of police officers and the way they carry out their role when communicating with the public. The purpose of this essay is to examine what policing by consent is, to discuss why it is important and how policing by consent has an impact on society. Furthermore, historical context and past events, such as the Brixton riots, and the effect that had on the black community. Past prime ministers will also be discussed, touching upon their impact on the policies and instructions given to the police service to make it more ethical. These will be given as evidence to the claim that policing by consent is important. The essay will also explain the different definitions of terms used to measure the public’s relationship with the police service and the correlation between the legitimacy of authority and the trust the public has in the police service. Firstly, the term “policing by consent” is described as a “concept rooted in the belief that the authority of the police derives from the consent and cooperation of the public they serve” (Watts, 2024). This implies that to carry out the role of a police officer, they must have the trust of the public in order to effectively carry out their role and bring stability to society.

The first instance where the police force adopted a policing by consent design was during Sir Robert peel’s term as prime minister of the United Kingdom. In the year 1829, Sir Robert Peel developed the ‘Peelian Principles,’ a set of instructions given to police officers to carry out their role ethical and to greater increase their relationship with the public (Home Office, 2012). To summarise some of the principles Sir Robert Peel described Is that the police’s main goal is to ensure that crime is prevented; the authority of the police relies on the support of the public, allowing them to fulfil their duties; lethal force should be a last resort to ensure that public trust does not decrease; the police must remain impartial; the police are the public and the public are the police (they are a part of the community); the police must respect the decisions made by the judiciary; the absence of crime is how the police service should be measured to see if they have been effective at their duties (Home Office, 2012). These principles are important because they gave police forces around the UK a set of instructions and values that officers should adhere to. This is to ensure that their role is carried out ethically, fairly and to increase the confidence the public has in the police service. It also ensures that police officers do not resort to police misconduct by taking justice into their own hands and usurp the powers and decisions made by the judiciary (Home Office, 2012). 

[bookmark: _Int_4O5t3Ir7][bookmark: _Int_0b3cooSw][bookmark: _Int_dTpiONp8]The words ‘trust’ and ‘confidence’ are often used to measure the perception the public has towards the police service. Bradford and Jackson (pp.1, 2010) state that there are two approaches to defining trust and confidence, the first approach defines trust as “the interpersonal relationship between citizens and individual police officers,” while also defining confidence as the attitude someone may have towards the police force as a whole. It is important to make this distinction because someone may have trust in a specific officer who has proven that they have the best intentions for the public but may not have confidence in that officer's colleagues and the officers who are stationed above them, such as sergeants and chief constables. However, the second approach disregards confidence and focuses on trust on an interpersonal and institutional level. Bradford and Jackson (2010) suggest that there are three “dimensions” in trusting the police as an institution and with the officers employed by the service, these three dimensions being: police officers will show impartiality and fairness, the officers are effective at their duties, and officers embody the values the public expect from the police service. This implies that as long as the police show fairness, and effective police work and show the value expected from them, the public’s trust in the police force will grow.

[bookmark: _Int_PebDEPi5]In order to find the correlation between legitimacy of authority and trustworthiness, legitimacy of authority must first be defined and must be put into context. According to Hough (2020) “Power is legitimate, and thus transformed into authority.” this implies that since parliament is supreme, and the police is an arm of parliament, they are legitimate in their authority. However, Hough (2020) add further that when police officers exercise their authority that would be regarded, by the public and by the powerholders, as ‘fair,’ then the public are much more likely to comply to the authority and the powers exercised by police officers. This illustrates a correlation between trust and legitimacy of authority because the public trust in the police will grow when they see that the authority and powers granted to them are used in a way that is fair to the ones being exercised on. This also means that in terms of police officers using excessive force, the pain of which would be a lot more accepted by the public is the force use was necessary and fairly used.

[bookmark: _Int_aVTeD7V2][bookmark: _Int_wMb6Wcvs]The important question is, why is the public’s trust in the police particularly important for crime prevention and helping officers carry out their duties effectively? As mentioned before, Sir Robert Peel stated in his peelian principles that police officers are instructed and should focus on policing by consent because it increases the cooperation with the public and allows officers to carry out their duties effectively (Home Office, 2010). According to Brantingham and Uchida (2021), the most basic and common type of cooperation between the police service and members of the public is in fact deciding to call the police to report a crime, when life in danger, or when a police response is needed for any situation. It is important for the police service to build confidence between members of the public as it could allow someone to believe that the police service is effective and is focused on carrying out their duties ethically, enough so that the public will contact the police when a response is needed; it would allow the police the opportunity to prevent crime and arrest someone who could reoffend; it gives the police service data and evidence which could be used in future strategies to prevent crime.  another way the police need the cooperation of the public is for public engagement. The general public are an essential tool in the prevention of crime and the safety of citizens. According to College of Policing (2013), the police engage the public tackle issues that includes “includes providing information and assurance, as well as empowering communities to identify and implement solutions.” This illustrates how important trust between police forces and communities as it allows for partnerships that can generate solutions. One such example is a missing person's report. The public can be an essential source of information regarded the whereabouts of a missing person and can make finding a missing person a lot easier. 

[bookmark: _Int_aH2Kn7JH][bookmark: _Int_xfthfZWX]There have been many incidents over the past century that has called into question the commitment police officers have towards police by consent. These incidents have tarnished the perception communities have towards the police service and the trust they hold towards police officers. One case that impacted the public’s trust in the police force is the infamous case of Sarah Everard who was a victim of a kidnapping, rape, and homicide by the hands of a Metrepolitan police officer who abused their authority and powers by unlawfully arresting Sarah under the guise of breaking coronavirus guidelines in order to kidnap her (Cowie, 2021). This case has had a tremendously negative effect on the police force. According to Geoghegan (2021), 47% of women have lost trust in the Metropolitan police force due to the actions of Wayne Couzens and the atrocities he committed against Sarah Everard. This illustrates the impact of police misconduct can have on society. Geoghegan (2021) also reports that after the Sarah Everard case, 1 in 10 women are less likely to report that they are a victim of sexual assault to the police. The impact this has had on society is that a percentage of women are now afraid to report sexual abuse to police officers in case they might abuse their power like Wayne Couzens had; it also allows for perpetrators of sexual assault to remain free to commit sexual assault to more innocent women. Another impact this has on society is it makes it a lot more difficult for professional bodies, such as the College of Policing and specific police forces, to form strategies if women are not reporting crimes, like sexual assault or domestic abuse, if they do not have the confidence in the police that they will take their case seriously (Home Office, 2021). However, one positive impact is that the case of Sarah Everard has highlight the amount of cases of sexual assault women do not report, and Home Office (2021) has made strategies with partners, such as charities specialising in violence against women, in order to try and grow the confidence women have in reporting that they are victims of sexual assault (Home Office, 2021). If crimes done like the case of Wayne Couzens continue to occur in the future, then it would build and shape a society that women who have been victims of sexual assault would be too afraid to contact the police and the idea of policing of consent may come under attack because of it.
[bookmark: _Int_gyp7kvik]Another incident that called into question the validity of the police force following the model of policing by design was during 1981 in the Brixton riots uprising. Before 1984, with the enactment of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, a police officer had the power to stop anyone who they personally believed to be ‘suspicious.’ This was due to the outdated ‘sus law’ which had been the power to stop and search someone for over 150 years (Stopwatch, 2022). This caused the proportion of the stop and searches carried out to be exercised mainly on black individuals due to racial biases in police officers causing them to consider black individual suspicious for no other reason but the colour of their skin (Pierre, 2022). This then resulted in the mass protests that occurred in Brixton, where the black community demanded change in stop and search powers. One of the impacts this had on society and policing by consent was that members of the black community were hesitant to cooperate and even try to avoid police officers, in fear of being stopped by police officers (Pierre, 2022). Members of the black community may also try to avoid engaging with police officers when help from the public is needed to solve a crime or to save a life, which would make the duties of the police much more difficult and effective, while also making tarnishing the confidence of the rest of the public due to the police’s inability to prevent crime. 

[bookmark: _Int_pR3H4s8N][bookmark: _Int_mJ9dbbnb]Policing by consent is significant in the police service, in which police officers should put a lot of focus into the term, through their actions and the way they carry out their role when communicating with the public. It has been shown that the police must have the trust of members of the public through the peelian principles and that the police service can only carry out their duties effectively, through the use of cooperation and engagement with the public. Through the use of example, such as Sarah Everard and the Brixton riots, it has been illustrated what the effects of breaking the trust of public and abusing one’s authority and committing police misconduct can have on society. Therefore, it is important for police officers to act with abidance with the values of policing by consent.
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