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Executive Summary:
During this report, an understanding will be shown of global warming and the impacts of climate change will be presented. An exploration into the Paris Agreement will take place, demonstrating  the purpose of the agreement and the 3 main issues that are within the agreement. There will be a discussion on whether a global agreement is still required between various countries to ensure the safety and continuation of our environment. Lastly, an exploration will take place into the importance of the COP meetings. This report aims to outline the importance of our environment, and how we as humans must do all that we can to prevent the devastating consequences that could take place if we do not act on the increasing climate change.  

Introduction: 
Over time, governments within various countries have collectively pledged to reduce the level of global warming that is taking place within our environment. Studies show, that if we as mankind fail to act upon the rising level of global warming, the earth will soon suffer devastating consequences. (Maizland, 2021). Global warming is a manmade act which has been proven through an overwhelming amount of evidence (97% scientific consensus), caused by acts such as burning fossil fuels and deforestation.  Climate change is something very real, which requires action to help prevent the worst impacts that it has on people and wildlife globally. The planet has warmed up by an average of nearly 1% in the past century, however further heat must be prevented.  “Climate change is caused by a global or regional climate patters caused by the increasing levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere since the industrial revolution, as a result of the use of fossil fuels” (WWF, 2021). 
International agreements are known to be understandings or commitment between two or more countries. Treaty, is a legally binding agreement between countries, which can also be known as a convention, protocol, pact or an accord. This is usually negotiated between a group of countries, either via an organisation set up for that specific purpose or via an existing body such as the UN (United Nations). Negotiation processes can take several years, depending on the topic of the treaty and the amount of countries that are participating. Once an agreement has been made after the negotiations, the treaty is to be signed by representatives of the governments involved. (PHE, 2021). 
COP stands for “The Conference of Parties” which is the decision-making body that is responsible for monitoring and reviewing the implementation of the United Nations Framework convention on Climate Change. Where the main objective is the stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere, to a level that would prevent dangerous intervention with the climate system. (UniversityOfEdingburgh, 2021). 


What is COP26?
COP26 is a global Untied Nations summit that discusses climate change and how various countries plan on tackling the rising issue. With plans for over 200 world leaders to attend the conference in Glasgow 2020, it came to a standstill due to the impacts of the Coronavirus. The previous COP25 was held in Madrid in 2019, where Greta Thunberg gave a big speech. The conference ended with issues being unresolved, however an agreement was made on reducing C02 emissions, which is one of the main causes of global warming. Each nation that attended COP25 agreed o devise a plan to reduce their C02 emissions by COP26 in Glasgow 2021. Presidents and Prime Ministers around the world will be reporting back on the progress since the Paris Agreement and there are plans for new decisions on how to reduce the C02 emissions globally.  The event being held within the UK this year, has been stated to be the biggest climate change event since the Paris Agreement in 2015. 
Boris Johnson pledged that 2020 was the year of “defining year of climate change”. The UK aim to reduce their C02 emissions to net zero by the year 2050, through avoiding emissions from transport, farming and other industries to be able to achieve this. 
The heart of discussion over previous year has been the “Paris Rulebook”. (BBC, 2020). 

The Paris Agreement 
The Paris Agreement is known as a legally binding international treaty on climate change, with its main goal is to limit global warming to below 2 degrees, keeping the temperature preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius. To achieve this long-term goal, countries aim to reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible to achieve a climate neutral world by mid-century. (UNFCCC, 2015).  
COP21, took place in 2015, which is known as the UN conference which took place in Paris. It opened with a large gathering of the world leaders and ended with the outcome of the Paris Agreement. This agreement, differs from the Kyoto Protocols, as the Paris Agreement must see some form of action from all 195 signatory countries, not only the industrialised nations. The purpose of the agreement is to mitigate green house gases, responds to the various impacts on our climate change and the climate catastrophe. It also agrees that the wealthier nations are to provide finance and technologies to help the poor and vulnerable countries to take action. (EnergyandClimate, 2020). 
The nations who have agreed to take part in this agreement, will individually try and reduce or limit their greenhouse gas emissions by 2025 or 2030; their so-called Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). However, research shows that all the nations NDCs aren’t enough to support the limitation of global warming and to keep the level below 2 degrees. The Paris Agreement requires each country to revise its pledge and increase it ambition every 5 years, this allowing the countries to effectively “ratchet mechanism”. Countries agreed to the Paris Agreement in 2015, and then revised their NDCs in 2021 (at the latest) which will take place within COP26. Within this conference, it is expected that countries will pledge new and more ambitious NDCs in order to bring their plans for emission reductions by 2025/30 into line with the Paris Agreement targets. Positive steps are being taken by countries that set themselves targets to achieve net-zero emissions of C02 and other greenhouse gases, Norway and Sweden were some of the first countries to legally commit to net-zero targets. The UK was the first of the G7 major economies to do so with a commitment to reach net-zero greenhouse emissions by 2050, France followed us closely. 
However, to actually be able to achieve these targets, there must be a roll out of credible policies for the reduction of emissions immediately. For example, the UK has set a target of reaching net-zero emissions by 2050, at present it is not set to meet the reduction targets for the periods 2023-27 & 2028-2032. While emissions within the UK power sector have reduced, policies along the rest of the economy are not on track to lower emissions. (GranthamInstitue, 2021). 

3 Main issues within the Paris Agreement:
There are always issues to consider with every agreement, as not all things go to plan. There has to be considerations in place, if the objectives to meet the goal of the agreement are to fail. Whilst researching into the Paris Agreement, there are a 3 issues that have been identified. 
1. The Carbon Emission goal may not be enough. 
Many have stated, such as (Beslik, 2019) that the goal of keeping our global warming to “well below 2 degrees Celsius” is ambitious. However, the contributions to this goal aren’t as ambitious. Scientists have predicted that, even if the countries who have agreed to the agreement honour their efforts in reducing their emissions, the Earth’s temperature will increase by 3 degrees by the end of the century in comparison to pre-industrial levels. 
Furthermore, Climatologists have emphasised that having a 2 degree increase in the environment will cause a global catastrophe. In result of this, countries taking part in reducing their greenhouse gases and CO2 emissions will have to significantly increase their efforts with emission reduction. Along with this, there isn’t any way to punish a country if they do not honour the agreement. For example, one of the first acts that Donald Trump did when he became president in the USA was to leave the Paris Agreement as he believes that Global Warming is a myth. Beslik explains that, the tragedy isn’t the fact that the USA has left the agreement. The tragedy is, that they were allowed to remove themselves with 0 repercussions. This shows that the Paris Agreement doesn’t include any punishments for countries if they do not honour their commitments, therefore allowing countries to continue polluting and burning fossil fuel, along with emitting CO2 at alarming rates without having to see any consequences for their actions. There is no regulating body within the agreement to keep countries accountable or to ensure that they are meeting their set goal. Countries do not see any sanctions or monetary fines for failing to adhere to their commitments to the agreement. 
Therefore, is this Paris Agreement enough to tackle climate change? Within the agreement, there isn’t any rules or regulations set in stone for each country to work towards. Instead, the countries are left to their own devices, to reduce their emissions. The issue with this part of the agreement is, that one country could be working harder than the other to reduce their emissions, whereas another country may being doing minimal in reducing their emissions. Therefore, there may not be equal effort in preventing the temperature rising within the environment. However, this relates back to the issue that there isn’t a regulating body to ensure appropriate actions.  (Cornwall, 2020). 


2. Technology and Finance.
The Paris Agreement suggests that the developed countries who have agreed to the agreement should help provide financial assistance to countries that are less developed and are more vulnerable, however for the first time they also encourage voluntary contributions by other parties. Climate finance is utilised for mitigation, as large-scale investments are required to make a significant impact on the reduction of emissions. However, the finance is equally important for the adaption, as resources are required to be able to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change and to reduce its direct impacts. Technology within the Paris Agreement “speaks of the vision of fully realizing technology development and transfer” which is used for recusing GHG emissions and ensuring the improvement of resilience to climate change. This establishes a technology framework, that provides an overarching guidance to the well-functioning technology mechanism. This mechanism is an accelerating technology development and transfer, through policies and implementation arms. (UnitedNationsClimateChange, 2021). Seeing the lead up to the Paris agreement, the UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon, stated that “Intellectual property, technology transfer and financing are among wide range of topics that must be addressed in the context of climate change and sustainable development” The Paris Climate talks gave consideration to various issues that related to the intellectual property, technology transfer and finance. 
We saw several different options within Draft article 56.3, stating ways to overcome various issues. 
Option 1, saw various possibilities for facilitation technology transfer, where item A saw ideas for developing countries, having to provide to financial resources to address barriers that are caused by intellectual property rights (IPRs) and providing access to/ and the deployment of technology. This would be achieved via utilizing the financial mechanism and or the establishment window under the Green Climate fund. Item B saw an “international mechanism on IPRs to be established to facilitate access to and deployment of technology for the developing countries”. Item C requested other arrangements to be established to address intellectual property rights such as collaborative research and development.. 
The  Paris agreement discussions saw various announcements for innovation, to include mission innovation, and international Solar alliance. During the discussions, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated “Our innovation initiative should be driven by public purpose, not just market incentives, including on IP, ‘We need to scale up the Green Climate Fund that will improve access to technology and intellectual property”.  To conclude the discussions, there was text on  technology transfer in the Paris Agreement 2015, however no mention on the intellectual property and climate change. (Rimmer, 2018). 

The main issues with technology and finance within the agreement is, the transfer of technology isn’t always guaranteed between the developed and the developing countries. This could be due to a number of reasons, e.g. lack of communication, disagreements, minimised effort from either party. Therefore technology transfer could become difficult, especially as stated previously that there is no regulating body within the agreement to ensure that countries are playing their part to a specific standard. 


3. The developed and developing countries. 
Following on from the previous issue with the technology transfer and finance within the Paris Agreement, there could also be issue between the developed and developing countries. 
The Paris Agreement see’s commitments from all major emitting countries to cut their climate pollution and the strengthen their commitments to the reduction of pollution over time. The agreement see’s a pathway for the developed countries to give assistance to the developing nations with their climate mitigation and adaption effort. Through providing this pathway, it provides a framework for the transparent monitoring, reporting and ratcheting of countries individual, collective climate goals. 
Since the year 2015, almost 200 countries have endorsed the Paris Agreement, where 190 have solidified their support with formal approval. However, the emitting countries who are yet to formally contribute to the agreement are Iran, Iraq and Turkey. (Denchak, 2021). 
Article 9 within the Paris Agreement states that the developed countries must consider and prioritise the needs of the developing countries, especially those who are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change and have capacity issues. Considering ex-ante communication of information, developed countries shall biennially communicate quantitative and qualitative information, including projected levels of public financial resources to the developing countries. Information from alternative parties shall be communicated biennially on a voluntary basis. (UNFCCC, 2021 ).
The main issue with the developed countries providing support through technology and funds to encourage the developing countries to alter their emission goals, there is no guarantee that the developing countries are doing all that they can to reduce their emissions. Seeing previously that there is no repercussions for countries that do not live up to their emissions statements, there is simply no incentive for these countries to reduce their emissions. Therefore, there should be some sort of “deal” or “contract” drawn up between the developed and developing countries to ensure that the developing countries are providing an effort to contribute towards the Paris Agreement. 




.

Is a global agreement still required? : 
Whilst understanding that the impacts of global warming continuing to increase, as a globe we will be experiencing serious repercussions for our actions if action isn’t taken to reduce the burning of fossil fuels and to reduce the emissions that is being put into the environment. 
Sustainability is a very popular buzz word within society today, which emphasises the important of maintaining something to a specific rate or level. (Dictionary, 2021). 
Being able to keep the use of resources such as oil for future generations is extremely important, and to ensure that they get the same quality of resources such as present. However, if we continue to destroy the environment at the rate that we currently are, future generations will not receive the same quality of fuels as today. Instead, they will have to find alternative resources to be able to operate specific industries. 
Understanding life today, we know that we will never live a life with zero pollution, otherwise we would be living like cave-men, however it is important to establish an acceptable limit of pollution for our environment. 
Therefore, it is important to have a global agreement as everyone is responsible for causing some form of pollution on the environment, and if no action is taken to ensure that a suitable amount of pollution is conducted, then people will continue to pollute at an unacceptable rate and we as man-kind will see dangerous repercussions with no going back and the future generations will be left to clean up our mess. Along with that, the natural habitats of the environment will not survive the drastic levels of pollution. 

 Conclusion: 
To conclude the report, we can see that the Paris Agreement seems to be an effective treaty between nearly 200 countries world-wide, however it is difficult to establish whether these countries are doing all that they can to reduce their levels of emissions and whether the agreement itself is enough to tackle climate change. Its difficult to ensure that countries, developing or developed are doing all that they can in order to live up to the expectations of the agreement, as there is nobody regulating the agreement to ensure countries are doing their bit. An agreement is still required to tackle the issues of climate change, otherwise the earth’s temperature will continue to increase at an alarming rate and future generations will be seeing the consequences for our actions. 
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