Is Marx right in maintaining that alienation is inherent within capitalism? 
It is my firm assertion that alienation is inherent within capitalism. To proceed with my argument, it is necessary for me to outline my preferred definitions of the terms alienation and capitalism. Capitalism is one among many types of social formation. In a Marxian analysis, capitalism is a social formation proceeding from Weberian ‘protestant ethic’, consisting of an infrastructure or ‘mode of production and a superstructure. (Macfarlane, 1987: 223) Jorgensen et al. quotes the Collins dictionary in defining alienation as ‘the state of being an outsider or the feeling of being isolated from society.’(1997: 54) In addition to this definition I also believe alienation as described by Marxists, carries arguments and discussions on class conflict, social division and social stratification, and as such will be using these to denote alienation. My argument borrows heavily and primarily from the study of sociology. Attempting to speak broadly on the topic in question.

Macfarlane notes that for Marx and Weber among others, it is evident that “capitalism is a peculiar social formation.”(1987: 170) Macfarlane underlines in capitalism, there is a full development of the concept of self, the individual and private property. Property is no longer owned by the state, community, family or even lords as in earlier formations, but owned fully by the individual. This applies not only to real estate but the ultimate property of the individual himself, and their labour (1987: 223).  Miliband points out  “the bourgeoisie are one of two ‘fundamental’ classes in capitalist societies, the other is the working class.”(1989: 37). The subordinate position of the working class in capitalist societies reflects the most in the work process; but spills over into other areas of life as well (Giddens and Hutton, 2000: 39). In any capitalist society, those who control the means of domination and exploitation, naturally seek to reduce and alienate as much as possible the manifestations of struggle coming from those who are not in their position (2000: 139). The foundational premise of capitalism is that all things become alienable; everything is a commodity. All is supposedly ‘set free’ and given monetary value resulting in the emergence of individual private property, and of widespread wage-labour, all central characteristics of capitalism. These features allow for the emergence of classes (Macfarlane, 1987: 223). A formation of ‘top’ and ‘bottom’ of which the people at the bottom: the proletariat are disconnected not only from the work of their hands but also from the owners of the means of production and even among each other, in Marx’s conflict theory.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jorgensen et al.  Explains Marx saw the origins of a class society as rooted in the change from agriculture based societies to industrial based societies. Alienation occurred in the capitalist society during the industrial revolution due to attainment of the majority of wealth by the few owners, who relied on the workers to produce the goods, which made them profits. (1997: 175) Marxist theory unlike non- Marxist theories on alienation underline alienation is not just associated with one’s work situation; it is a feature that affects all aspects of life in a capitalist society. Workers endured exploitation through low wages and toil; they are psychologically separated from their work, which affects their lives out of the work place and the interactions that happen. (1997: 177) “The conflict between workers and capitalists and workers always exists even when neither is aware of it; it is part of the capitalist system.” (1997: 281) The systemic study of social stratification, class and alienation has been dominated directly and indirectly by the writings and ideas of Karl Marx. The notion that our identities are tied up with the work we do is central to Marx’s ideas. “Alienation is a characteristic of capitalist societies where there is a complex division of labour and one group owns and controls capital. Marx’s view of the alienated worker is of a worker who is not fulfilled in work, the conflict produced by this creates social divisions, which the owners of the means of production use to maintain power and position in the capitalist system.” (Jorgensen et al., 1997: 323)

Giddens and Hutton argue the promises of capitalism have not been realised. Stating as trade and financial markets became open; incomes have not risen faster but slower, and in some cases not at all. Most of all equality among nations has not improved, with many of the poorest nations, suffering absolute decline in incomes. “Even within nations, inequality seems to have worsened.” (2000: 93). Jorgensen et al . Argues on a much bigger scale merchant capitalism: the accumulation of capital in Europe and North America through trade and plunder during the early period of capitalist expansions has created alienation on a national worldwide level. Products produced in third world countries are exported and manufactured in the North or away from their places of origin, creating disillusionment.  Arguing capitalism forced the third world to specialize in the production of goods that were mainly for export. (1997: 322)

I maintain alienation thrives in a capitalist system and it is difficult for agreement to prosper within it, thus for as long as we live in a predominantly capitalist world alienation and class conflict will always be constant fixtures.
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