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THE IMPORTANCE OF EFFECTIVE OBSERVATION AND PLANNING FOR PROGRESSION OF CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT. 


This briefing paper provides practitioners with relevant information that is considered useful when working with children and respecting the voice of the child. It looks at relevant legislation and links with articles within the UNCRC. Wales was the first country in the United Kingdom to make UNCRC part of its domestic law.



BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD 
Article 3.

The best interest of the child gives children the right to have his or her best interests assessed and taken into account as a primary consideration in all actions or decisions that concern them. UNCRC article 3 is the most acceptable article as it states that all children’s opinions and thoughts should be listened to and responded to in the appropriate manner. All the views should be valued by an adult from a higher platform. It is important that adults take into consideration what the children are saying as the decisions that they make can affect them in the future. (Article 3- Children And Young People’s commissioner Scotland, 2015) The main aim of the child’s best interests is aimed at ensuring both the full and effective enjoyment of the rights are recognised in the convention and the holistic development of the children or child. The Committee declared that adult’s judgement of the child’s best interests cannot come in the way of their right to respect all children under the Convention. 
In all actions concerning children, whether this is undertaken by public or primary school social welfare institutions, the best interests of the child shall be the primary consideration. It also states that to ensure that they child is protected there is care necessary for the children’s well-being and it needs to be considering by the rights and duties of their parents. The child protection law was passed by Westminster and its guidelines of the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB) made is clear that schools and nurseries must report all cases or suspected cases of child abuse. (Westminster, 2021)  
The UNCRC aims to recognise the rights of children and ensure that they grow up of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, and equality. It is a legally binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and culture or every child despite their race, religion, and abilities. 





	










Article 2.
Children have the right to protection against discrimination. 

Settings policies and procedures should by law be up to date when there is a changing of a legislation. It is important that it is updated so that it protects the rights of the practitioners and they should be offered training to keep them updated. The Equality Act 2010 gave full responsibilities to schools to take steps in order to eliminate discrimination to therefore promote equality. The Equality Act 2010 is a law that protects you from discrimination. It means that any form of discrimination based on a person’s characteristics, such as religion is now against law. (Welsh Government, 2016)
Article 2 of the UNCRC says that all children have the rights set out and individual children and young people shouldn’t be discriminated against when these rights are realised. This covers both direct and indirect discrimination. Non-discrimination is one of the four general principles of the UNCRC, which underpin how it should be interpreted and put into practice.  









[image: ]UNCRC article 12 suggests that “All small children have the right to state their views that involves anything that will affect them and that these views should be taken seriously”. When adults make decisions that will affect children, children have the right to voice their opinions on what they feel so happen and these opinions should be considered at all costs. (Vytnova, 2005) 
Article 12 of the Convention establishes the right of every child to freely express his or her opinions and views. Children and young people don’t have as much power as adults but article 12 says they still have the human rights to have opinions and for these opinions to be heard and taken seriously. 
It says that the opinions of children and young people should be considered when people make decisions about things that involve them. Their opinions shouldn’t be dismissed out of hand on the grounds of age. The Welsh Government promotes children’s rights in 2004 they adopted the UNCRC as the policy making that would relate to young people and children. (Welsh, Government, 2019)



RESPECT FOR THE VIEWS OF THE CHILD  
Article 12.
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Article 28.

RIGHTS TO AN EDUCATION 

The UNCRC should be placed at the core of child’s experience of education and central to school planning, teaching, division making, polices and practice. 
Article 28 of UNCRC says that children and young people have the right to education no matter who they are regardless of race, gender, or disability. Children and young people have the right to both primary and secondary education and should be able to choose different subjects when in secondary school. This should also come with the opportunity of technical and vocational training, so they shouldn’t have to focus on academic subjects if they don’t want to. 
Education and the government should always support children and young people within education. They should:
· Make effort to reduce dropout rates from school
· Make sure teachers can’t use violence against children or young people 
· Make sure children or young people aren’t bullied by their teachers or classmates

This act casts legal obligation on the state and central governments to execute the full rights of a child. The acts set specific standards for the student-teacher. This is an important concept in providing equality for education. According to UNESCO (2016) 263 million children are denied the chance of an education this figure includes 61 million young children who should be attending primary education. There were 61 million children aged 12 to 14 who should be in lower secondary school and 142 million who are aged between 15 to 17. (Their World, 2021)
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