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Assessment 3: Dating Exercise – Medieval

a) Memorandum Byland Abbey – Richard II
In order to arrive to my answer I sought out to find the Feast of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, calculated the Thursday after the feast, and calculated the 8th year of Richards II reign. First I searched for Richard’s II regnal years in the Handbook of Dates ( C.R. Cheney) and cross referenced it online with one more source ( Encyclopedia Britannica). The result was: 22nd June  1377 to 29th September 1399. From here I calculated his 8th year: 1384 (June 1384 to June 1385) And then looked up the liturgical date for Assumption, which is a fixed date, August 15th.  I found that there are a few online medieval calendar calculators and chose one, Peter Binkley’s medieval calendar which is sometimes linked to by the National Archives,  and used it for my next step: Once I had the date of the Assumption which was a Sunday, then I found which Thursday followed the feast in that specific year. The result was Thursday August 19th, 1384
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b) Confirmation Bishop Anian – Shrewsbury
In order to arrive at my answer I had to first research bishops of St Asaph to identify which Anian to focus on. This was a challenge but knowing the predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh helped. Cross-referencing these names in the episcopal succession lists for St Asaph in the Handbook of British Chronology (E.B. Fryde) I confirmed this was Anian II, who was consecrated bishop on 21 June 1268. Next, I looked up the feast of St Mary Magdalene, which is a fixed date, July 22nd. The day after was July 23rd. According to the Handbook of British Chronology he was consecrated on June 21st, 1268. The first year of his pontificate was June 21st, 1268, to June 20th, 1269. July falls within this period, placing the modern date as July 23rd, 1268
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c) Downham – Edward and Bishop John de Ketene
In order to arrive at my answer I first identified which King Edward it refers to, and who was Bishop John de Ketene and the area where he was bishop. I found that it must have been Bishop John Keeton or Ketton, bishop of Ely in England. This gave me the Diocese and dates for the Bishop: 1310-1316. Also, it gave me Edward II. This king reigned from 8th July 1307 to 20th  January 1327. Next, I had to look Edward’s 4th year as it overlapped with the Bishop’s 1st year. It seems it was 8th July 1310-7th July 1311. Next I had to calculate Ash Wednesday for that year ( moveable) and I arrived at February 24th, 1311. The Thursday after is February 25th, 1311.
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d) Estimate date of issue – Henry King of England, et al 
This one was quite a challenge! First, I had to identify which King Henry this referenced. I thought most likely it would be early on the line of kings due to the other names mentioned. However, I soon learned that there were several Earls Ranulf of Chester: 3rd Earl of Ranulf I (1070-1129), 4th Earl of Ranulf II (1099-1153), and 6th Earl Rannulf III (1172-1232) did help me narrow it down. In addition, I had to find the exact years they each held those posts. I also had to find out who was Earl David. By best estimate it could have been David I of Scotland before he became king in 1124 or Earl David of Scotland/Huntingdon (1152-1219). I confirmed that Earl David ( later David I of Scotland) served in the household of the future Henry I, and later obtained the Earldom of Huntingdon on 1113 by marriage (Barrow, G. W. S)  . The 6th Earl Ranulf held his earldom from 1181-1232 which may have been too late on the timeline to work with the other names. By marriage this Earl David was related to Ranulf III, which was putting my timeline late again. However, the 3rd Earl Rannulf held his post from 1120 to 1129 which seemed more plausible for the timeline. Several sources helped me in this entry, but I found Cokayne, G.E., “The Complete Peerage of England, Scotland, Ireland, Great Britain and the United Kingdom” particularly useful for the Earls of Chester, Huntingdon, and Leicester. At this point I had to create a timeline to see when all mentioned people placed in history and held their titles ( see below). Once I had that, I had to find any overlapping years between them. It was also important to check if Woodstock was in use by King Henry during this time. Woodstock was a major royal residence, and I could not find concrete evidence that it fell out of use between Henry I and Henry III’s reigns. Finally, I had to find which Bishop of Lincoln would overlap with Earl Ranulf, Earl David, and King Henry. I found that Robert Bloet (1094-1123) was Justiciary under Henry I. I arrived at my best estimate as somewhere between late 1120 and January 1123.

3rd Earl held his post 1120-1129
4th Earl held his post 1129-1153
(5th Earl 1153-1181)
6th Earl held his post 1181-1232


Bibliography
1. Barrow, G. W. S. "David I (c. 1085–1153), king of Scots." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 23 Sep. 2004; [accessed 25 Nov. 2025.] https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-7208.
2. Cheney, C.R. (ed.), rev. Michael Jones, A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks 4 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 32
3. Cokayne, G.E., The Complete Peerage of England, Scotland, Ireland, Great Britain and the United Kingdom, 13 vols in 14 (London, 1910-59). Vol 3 for C entries, Vol 7 for H-L entries https://archive.org/details/completepeerageo03coka [accessed 24 Nov. 2025]
https://archive.org/details/completepeerage07cokahrish  [accessed 24 Nov. 2025]
4. Colvin, H.M. (ed.). The History of the King's Works. Vol. 1: The Middle Ages. London: HMSO, 1963.
5. Eales, Richard. Ranulf (III) [Ranulf de Blundeville], sixth earl of Chester and first earl of Lincoln (1170–1232), magnate. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 23 Sep. 2004; [accessed 24 Nov. 2025]
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-2716. 
6. Kendrick's Lincoln Cathedral • Chapter IV — List of Bishops
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/Europe/Great_Britain/England/Lincolnshire/Lincoln/churches/cathedral/KENLIN/4*.html [accessed 24 Nov. 2025]
7. Stringer, Keith. David, earl of Huntingdon and lord of Garioch (1152–1219), magnate. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 23 Sep. 2004; [accessed 24 Nov. 2025]
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-49365 
8. The Charters of Anglo-Norman Earls of Chester, C. 1071-1237, Vol 126, pp 46, 57; [accessed 24 Nov. 2025]
https://archive.org/details/Chartersoftheearlsofchester 

1100- 1135
Henry I


1154-1189
Henry II


1216-1272
Henry III


1099-1153
4th Earl Ranulf of Chester


1070-1129
3rd Earl of Ranulf of Chester


1172-1232
6th Earl Ranulf of Chester


1152-1219
Earl David of Scotland/ Huntingdon


1124 David  I of Scotland


1094-1123
Bishop of Lincoln Robert Bloet


2

