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What I love about all this stuff, as usual, is the massive amount I simply don’t know. 1 History, I have a whole new era I know nothing about, obviously I am relieved to find out from Jeni that it is unstable, and that she promises this is always the same! 2. Humanism which is interesting in connection to putting the human in the centre of everything - which I am wrongly connecting to the individual (the eradication of which I’m interested in in Utopias/dystopias). Interesting how the appearance of the human as central, and the autonomy of a will that can change the self/environment - more novel than utopian - is prompting the thought processes and arguments in More’s utopian text yet putting the society, not the human, at the centre. 
Following the vein of the individual, it was interesting talking today about people as a mass, or a mass of components, either way to be managed. Realising, when we were talking about replacing a farming population working the land for food with sheep for wool, that the general population are just a slightly more problematic herd/flock. I need to be careful not to fall into similar topics from my last essay, but the human as animal is calling me, or un-humaning the human, or constructing and re-constructing the human. The things that seem torturous to me, and become blatant torture by the later dystopias, is the lack of privacy and dictating how people fill their time, which eventually restricts independent thought (or in Winston Smith’s case removes it altogether).

