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Part 1
In Iceland they think it is really important for children to play outside. The government have produced legislations which explain how good outdoor play is for children and how it helps the learn and develop.  the government decided to make outdoor learning a big part of the current curriculum, this is because it is thought that by children playing outdoors it helps them to think about the world around them. The children also are encouraged to lead a healthy life style as there is more space or them to run around and do some exercise.(Noroadahl and Johannesson. 2014)
In Iceland children between the ages of one to six, have outdoor play every day as part of their learning. It is also believed that children between the ages of six to sixteen should also be getting the same amount of learning outdoors, but instead only have the opportunity during their playtimes when they get play with their friends.  outdoor learning can be different in many ways, for example not every teacher will do the same activities in the same way. it may also be different as not all schools have the same outdoor facilities like others. Although many teachers are still learning about outdoor play, in Iceland there seems to be an increase of teaching outdoors. This is seen as the outdoor environment is being used a lot more. In the capital city Reykjavik, about 70% of the school state that they use their outdoor to teach the children. (Óladóttir. 2008)      
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Part 2 A
In this essay I will be talking about forest schools. Murray and O’brien (2006) state that “ it is an inspirational process  that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve; and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. Murray and O’brien also think that children these days are not having as much time in the outdoor these days like they did many years ago. This is thought because parents are too worried to take their children to the wood encase something was to happen to them. Children are thought to spend a lot of their time indoor as they have plenty of toys to keep them entertained.  Thompson et al. (2004) explained that if children don’t go outdoors and explore and learn when there are young, they are unlikely to do it as they grow older.  the welsh government are encouraging local schools to do forest school with in their learning week. This is because learning in an outdoor environment is completely different to learning in a classroom. by the children have the opportunity of forest school they will be able to teacher themselves how do things instead of being told what to do giving them a feeling of freedom in their learning.      
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Part 2 B
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
If you fail to acknowledge a source this will mean you are plagiarising. This means you are taking another person's work and calming it as your own.  for a university student it is important that you do not do this as it can result in you getting an overall mark of zero for the assignment. This will then mean that you will fail that module. By failing that one module it could have an effected on your overall grade you get for your degree. 
If you are a first-year student, then your grades you get do not matter for the overall mark you get at the end of your third year. Although they it could mean that your course decides that you are uncapable of continuing to the second year and decide that you should no longer be on the course.      
2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  
this is false. This is because when you are paraphrasing you are still using the ideas of someone else just written in a different way.  by not referencing a paraphrased piece of writing it could result in the some of the information being similar to another person work who may have read or used the same resource as you. If this was the case and you weren't to reference the work, it could imply to the reader that one of you could have copied the other.   
 
3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.  
This is false. This is because if someone was to rely on a site such as Wikipedia it is unlikely that the information that is used is accurate. This is because the public are able to add information. This could mean that if someone doesn't have a full understanding of a statement then it could result in them reading information that isn't accurate. 
Although the volunteers at Wikipedia try to keep on top of the people that put the wrong information online, they may not always spot all the information, so it could be a while before a piece of information that is incorrect is brought to their attention.  as this is the case it best not to use the website or you may be putting your work at risk of being wrong. 
4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.  
If your quotation is more than thirty words or longer than two lines, then this would be considered as a long quotation.
When presenting a long quotation first you must make sure that your quotation is in a separate paragraph. This will make it easier for the reader to read the points you are trying to make as it won't seem like one big chunk of text.
The next step would be to indent the paragraph. This will also help to see where you have placed your quotation in the text. This is because by indenting the quotation the reader is able to identify where the quotation starts and end. This will make it less likely for the reader to become confused when reading. 
After that you should then end the quotation with the credits to the writer of the paragraph. This is important as without this it could result in you being accused of plagiarism.
It is important to remember that when writing long quotations, quotation marks are not required.  
5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.  
When starting my research, I like to use a number of resources to help my knowledge of a subjected. 
One resource I like to use is books. I prefer to use books as it is likely that the information that is in them is accurate. I am aware that not every book may be accurate, but book have to go through publishing before it is able to be bought by anyone. This means that if there is any information that is thought to be uncorrected or possibly wrong it can be checked before being released. By using books, you are also more likely to have an accurate reference list, which is complete with auther, date and publication of the book. This is important at it helps to make it easier to be able to refer to the book that was used. 
Another resource that can be used are an online journal or newspapers. Using an online journal or Newpaper can be good as it can help to provide someone else is point of view and use what they say to back up a statement that you have made. This can be important in academic writing as most of the time you're not allowed to give your own point of view. 
The internet is another source that can be good to use for your research, although it is important not to use any website as they may not be accurate.  when searching evidence for your academic studies it is important to use websites that you know you can trust such as education websites or the government website. By using these you know that it is likely that the information that has been included is accurate for you to use, so you can show an understanding in your work.
Video from websites such as YouTube can also be a good to help find out information. This can be good when researching a topic as it can be difficult to take in a lot of information from reading. Some people find it easier to take in information from listening to a video and taking note that way. It is also important that the video is of a reliable source, for example from an educational page or a recommendation from your lecturer. The information from in the video can also be used in your work as you will be able to reference it. 
As well as videos being used legislations are also able to be used to help research. These can be useful when you have to do research on legislations or government policies. This is because the government website will always be kept up to date and reviewed every so often to make sure that all the information that is used is to current standards. This information can be key for making sure that your work is to the corrected standard. It is important when using this resource that you leave a date to when you accessed the information as it could change. 


Part 3
I am writing a critical response to a journal article by Emma Smith.  Smith's journal article is called “Schooled to fail? The under-achievement debate in Wales.”. This article looks at the achievement within schools and the debate about how Welsh schools are underachieving. I feel like this article is trying express to the reader how welsh students were being educated to fail. It also looked at the comparison between England and Wales and their examination results. 
The article first looks at the fact that children after the age if 16 are less likely to stay in education (Nuthall, 2001). From reading the article this is thought to be likely because of the pressure that is on our students and also teachers. It is thought that they are under more pressure than any other country. In the article it seems that teachers in wales have a heavy work load which then has led to unfair practice in exams. (Nut, 2003)
As well as looking in to the likely hood of staying in education this article also looked in to the difference in GCSE results between boys and girls. the article goes on to say that in England the results have hardly changed since the early 1970s. They also go on to state that the gap between girls and boys has gotten smaller since the early 1980s. 
The article also states that more females are being entered in for their maths GCSE, from what I have read I can understand that the results between boys and girls had start to even out. The article then stated that further research needs to see why boys scores started to become effected. This indicates to me that boy scores might have started to drop whereas the girls scores started to rise. 
I think that throughout the text smith is trying to show how the results in schools where low and struggling. It also then goes on to show an increase of more students achieving. Within a graph the article also showed the difference between results of boys and girls. From this it seems that he purposes of this article is to inform people that students may not be doing as bad as it is portrayed. This can be seen as instead of seeing falling umbers each year there is also an increase. As well as this there also seems to be a positive in the education when it said more girls are being entered in to their maths exam. This is important as it shows teachers are more confident that pupils are able to achieve.  
By looking at the article I can see that there is a lot of information within the article. I can see that there is use of paragraphs, but I do feel as though they could be more clearer as this would then make it more easy to read the information that is included. I feel link the reader of the article has made it more interesting as they have included graphs to support their findings. By including graphs, it can help to persuade the reader in to thinking the same way as you. This can be seen in this article as it shows the reader that there is an increase in the results of students. Through the article as well as graphs there was also use of statistics. This helps to provide the reader with evidence that they are more likely to reader. From using statistics, it also helps the reader for remembering key points. This shows that this may slightly intrigue the reader as they remember it, this shows that they were paying attaching more than just reading lodes or words.
From reading the article I believe that the writing style that is used is intended for a non-expert in this area. I believe this as it was written in an easy to read way. Although it was written for a non-expert, I do believe it was written in an formal format which indicates to me it can also be used for academic use. 
From looking at this article I believe that it is accurate. This is because I am able to see that there is an auther to the article and that there is a date. I also believe that this article is accurate as it is not the only edition that has be published. This indicates to me that the first book must have been succus as it is unlikely that they would be able to make a second book. There is a chance that the information included in this book is not relevant for today's studies, I also believe this as it is using information from the last century and also from the beginning of this centry. This can be considered to be out of date information as there may be new editions made. 
In the beginning of the article the writer seems to use a persuasive language to convince you that education in Wales is awful and that our children are not achieving anything. This is seen to be done as wales is compared to many different countries to show how behind it is thought to be.
As well as persuading the audience that education in wales is doing awful it also persuades the reader that they are doing well and that there are improvements in results. This persuades the reader as it is shown to the reader in a graph. This helps the reader to see visual that there are improvements as they are able to compere results from previous years to have a fuller understanding.  
From what I have read I believe that from within this article that the problem the writer was talking about is that people don’t understand that education in wales has improved. This is clear as it the writer has to explain that compered to before the results in education are improving. From what I have read from this article I wasn’t able to identify a hypothesis. This means I am unaware of any prediction that smith has. 
There are many clams made in this article.  one clams that is made with in this article is that there is a gap between boys and girls exam results. Throughout the years this seems to change and the ap between the both seems to change. This is explained to the reader and also shown in stay of a graph to help with the understanding.
I feel like throughout this article that the arguments that are made are consistent and that they help to educate the reader on the topic. I also feel like the reader is able to get their point across. Although throughout this texted, I do feel like they rely on graphs to help explain their points a lot. As the evidence that is used is related to the text, I do believe it is valued to help with the findings. this is because it helps the reader to get their point across. 
From the conclusion of the article it explains to us that there is little evidence to suggest the gap between male and females have increased.  in the conclusion the article also talks about how national testing in seven-year olds. By them stating that good practice travels fast it indicates to me that national testing is helping to get a rough idea as to where schools are in thier teaching. 
The conclusions do seem to conclude although at some point the writer does seem to go off on a tangent this can cause confusion to the reader as this is meant to be concluding what has been read.
Over all my opinion of the text is that the writer tends to take about similar issues a lot throughout the article. This makes it hard for the reader to concentrate as they already know about this subject. I did also feel there was times where the writer did go off topic which makes it difficult to understand what they are on about.  although I did feel that they made some relevant points and that they had evidence to support. This also made it easier to understand what they were talking about. As a result of this it could be important for the writer to focused on staying more on topic and to be careful to not repeat themselves. This is important to keep the attention of their audience. Although the valid points hey did make I found interesting and easy to follow.
Over all I feel like the article is not an appropriate academic source. This is because the information that is used could be out of date. This means that there may be a new article where the graphs and statistics are used are more relevant to today's children. I also feel like it's not an academic article as throughout the article numbers are presented in figures, with in academic writing it is conserved important for numbers to be presented as a figure. 
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