Examine the concept of “policing by consent”, why it is important and how does it impact society. Consider the impact of past historical incidents and their role in shaping the idea of “policing by consent.”
This essay will aim to examine the concept of “policing by consent.” To explore this concept, the societal impacts of “policing by consent” will be inspected, as well as investigating the impact of past historical incidents within society and how this has influenced changes within the policing system in recent times. This essay will also use these components to give an explanation to how society has been overall be shaped through the idea of “policing by consent.” The meaning of “policing by consent” is the public allowing the police to do their job roles through public interest. The book written by Joanna Shapland and Jon Vagg (2023), Policing by the Public, provides evidence for this definition by stating the advantage to the public; “offered a new approach... to anyone who is curious about how his or her area actually worked.” he research within this essay demonstrates that without trusting relationships between the police and the public, the police wouldn't be able to complete their jobs because a lack of respect and trust from both parties would result in a societal breakdown and increase of crime rates; this is shown through past historical events highlighted within the assignment, including the Brixton riots, Wayne Cousins and Sarah Everard.


In 1981, between the 10th and 12th of April, riots broke out in Brixton, between black members of society and the Metropolitan police force. John Benyon (1984) gives insight into the reasoning of why the riots broke out; “unpremeditated outburst of anger and resentment against the police in a context of social and economic deprivation.” In other words, the black population were angry and irritated by the police force getting away with unlawfully using racism towards them, and being able to get away with it simply because they believe they have power over the authority they are supposed to uphold.
The actions of the police simply caused a societal breakdown because of a lack of professionalism, therefore, withering away at a chain of trust between the police forces and the public. Not only did a divide surface between the two parties, but a breakdown occurred because members of the public, black people, felt constantly targeted by the police. Also, white people who were respectful and supportive of all human life, felt that they were being given the same image as the police because black people were being torn apart by a force that was meant to protect them from harm.
In a report by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2021), research found that police officers are not being trained properly by forces, and therefore are lacking the understanding of how to approach interactions on everyday jobs. Such research as written in this report, underpins that without the ability to cope in everyday interactions, police officers are not building general rapport with the public, proving the above point that it creates divide and in serious cases, no trust, and a breakdown between both ‘sides.’
“Policing by consent” is critical which is demonstrated through the Scarman report of the Brixton Riots. The report was so impactful, as were the riots against the police force for the racism they were targeting at innocent people, that it helped to develop the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984. This encouraged adaption within police forces and created a version of “policing by consent” that is used today. The Scarman reports explained that “the riots were essentially an outburst of anger and resentment by young black people against the police” (The Guardian, 2021). However, lord Scarman also summarised that although the riots were young black youths against the police, it was not a riot caused by race, just a critical element. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984, clearly exercises that without reasonable doubt, belief and suspicion that a person is unlawfully carrying items, and with searching someone without this suspicion I is "unreasonable, discriminatory and damaging to community relations” (UK parliament, 2020). Again, this highlights the need for the public to allow officers to do their job so that it can be proven by police forces that officers are not targeting certain groups of people, and then it is easier for the police to protect the public when a rapport and a level of trust is formed.


The case of Wayne Couzens and Sarah Everard shook the nation. A police officer who was meant to protect the public, again - as with the Brixton riots, went and abused his position by raping and murdering an innocent thirty-three-year-old woman on her journey back home during the global coronavirus pandemic. Couzens had already been reported numerous times before his heinous crime for indecent exposure of his erect penis in McDonald restaurant drive through’s. However, because indecent exposure is “arguably the most under researched of all sexual offences,” it was left undealt with (Grant, 2021). However, no crime should be left undealt with, especially when it is reported against a man who works for the police force. Policing by consent in this case is critical because it had a detrimental impact on society. Women up and down the country were petrified to walk alone, especially at night and could not trust police officers when approached by them. 
Moreover, concerns from young women and girls within the United Kingdom against police forces, again the metropolitan police, raised conversations between leaders within the police forces. The metropolitan police, in which Couzens was working for at the time of his crime, released several ways in which they believe will help women and girls feel safer around police officers. For example, plans to tackle violence against women and girls and “an urgent review of all current investigations into allegations of sexual misconduct... against our staff... and the investigations are comprehensive” (The Metropolitan Police). It was beneficial for the metropolitan police to ensure that they said they would investigate all the other current allegations against other police officers because of the reason Wayne had been left unnoticed for a long time regarding his actions. He was only caught out because the last crime he committed was so much more serious than others he had been reported for and therefore other officers who are under investigation may have also abused their power because they feel they are above the law, since they are able to maintain it on a usual everyday basis against members of the public who don't conform to the standards of society.
Regarding the case of Wayne Couzens and Sarah Everard it is difficult to understand the concept of policing by consent when researching the vulgar acts committed by Couzens. However, it is vital to understand the concept because otherwise it becomes a stereotype that all police officers are the same and won't do their job of protecting the public. The Met police force needs to take accountability for their neglect of cases such as Sarah because without the accountability, there is another lack of trust in a nation which should be growing stronger, rather than falling apart. With the technology we have today, police officers are very closely monitored and with the changes promised by the met police, should shape the idea of “policing by consent” in a far more positive light.


In the United Kingdom, there is a divide of people who feel comforted by police presence, but there is also a group of people who feel targeted and worried at the presence of police. This shows that there is still a lot of work to be done as the public should feel happy to work with the police, so the police can serve and protect them too.
The metropolitan police force has been the most broadcast force regarding acts of misconduct by police officers, and this paints the same image then for other forces who are in line and conform to the code of ethics, protecting people and serving the public to the highest capability. It is disheartening to other forces when it is broadcast about another force, even if their own is doing well because they feel that no matter how hard they try to be proud, professional and positive, it is never enough to override the crimes that some officers do, shedding a bad name into the institution.
The Independent office for police conduct, 2023, states that 81,000 complaints have been made against police officers in the last year. Although this figure is staggering, it can be for simple misunderstandings during interactions with the public such as coming across as aggressive all the way up to being racist, and homophobic, bullying behaviours to people who are meant to be protected, especially in vulnerable states. In contrast to this, the House of Commons library shares that there are 170000 officers so over half of all officers, technically have had no complaints made against them. This proves there are officers who are ambitious to giving a great reputation to the police.
On the other hand, in comparison to other countries, the police in the United Kingdom don't use force because there is a level of trust and respect between most people and the police forces. This shows the importance of policing by consent because without the trust if the public, the police would not be able to carry out their job roles and duties.


[bookmark: _Int_KtOZxleU]To conclude this essay, policing by consent is vital to adapt and form positive and healthy relationships between the police and the communities that they serve on a daily basis. Police officers are more likely to feel accomplished to their roles if they have public confidence because they feel the impact their work has is more effective and efficient to society. The historical events of the horrendous Brixton riots and the case of Sarah Everard mentioned in this essay prove this, and show that is important to build rapport to enhance policing by consent for tackling crime. 
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