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1) Byblos based in Lebanon, coordinates 34.123001, 35.651928 (Lat Long, 2025.) As seen on the above map, the site is located along the coast. This site is located 40km (24.8 miles) off Sandstone cliffs (UNESCO, 2025). The site of which Byblos is situated upon has a terrain in which the water, provides the site with opportunities for sea faring and fertile land which provides sustenance to the people of the area (Ancient History Sites, 2025.) This site is the world’s oldest, continuously inhabited city and as such has stood for many years (Ancient History Sites, 2025.) One consideration to understanding the city of Byblos is how they interact with other cultures and as such how this behaviour has impacted the way in which the site has developed throughout time. 


2) Prior to excavation the site was rediscovered after being covered with 12-meter-high mounds of earth buildings and gardens by, a writer Ernest Renan in 1860 followed Pierre Mountet, in 1921 (Middle East, 2011.) Excavated over 14 months, French archaeologist Pierre Mountet, and continued by his counterpart Maurice Dunand, lasting 43 years was slow due to the method meaning only 5.5 hectares were excavated in total (Byblos Ruins, 2018.) This slow excavation may have contributed to the areas well maintained area, however there are still more areas that require excavation and it may be a much bigger site.



3) The parts of which are visible holds a variety of buildings and considerably impressive architecture able to withstand many different enemies, nature, weathering time and war, with some parts being restored throughout time and others allowed to perish and fall to ruin (Ancient History Sites, 2025.) The variety of these building however are overwhelming, and their uses and architecture drawn from all their relationships with other sites, from neighbouring cities to countries brought through the influence of relationships of the ‘Byblos Run’. In the case of the Temple of Baalat excavated by Mountet, it was influence by in part to the Egyptians in the case of not only similarity in structure but also in style as seen in others being influenced (Ruins, 2018.) Other examples of buildings are Early Bronze age House built in a T- shape and a middle bronze age Necropolis which also have an Egyptian influence, other examples of buildings are Roman Temples, Fountains Baths and other Roman buildings (Ancient History Sites, 2025.) 


4) Various material evidence was found during excavation of the site which provide insight into the type of culture those who inhabited the area had. One notable is that of the Temple Baalat Gebal. 
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This Temple when excavated was described as half Egyptian and Half Phoenician, due the style of the structure which is featured in typical Temples of the Time (Ruins, 2018.) The element found throughout Byblos were incorporated with its pre-existing culture due to the trading that became a large part of the reason why the town/city was successful. 
Other material evidence is also found in the Harbour with Anchors in styling from several other areas in which indicate the cultures openness to other cultures, the anchors found in the harbour indicate they are from Egypt much like other indicators of found, Ugarit, Crete and Cyprus, with some of the modification to the harbour dating back to the Middle Bronze Age (Ancient History Sites, 2025.) 


5) Religion has found its way into every part of the world including Byblos which has had an extensive variation in it religious practices throughout its continued time, its most significant being its own Phoenician religion, with Deities performing their own roles within the society. There are three Deities which are considered prominent in Byblos one of which mentioned previously about has a temple in which includes styling from one of trading counterparts Egypt incorporated. Those are El, Adonis, and Baalat:
· El: Being a more active deity involved in the day to day with Semitic Origins (Cartwright, 2016.)
· Baalat: appearing more feminine in nature representative of Earth and Fertility (Cartwright, 2016.)
· Adonis: Representative of the annual cycle appearing as a masculine presence, and viewed also by the Greeks (Cartwright, 2016.) 
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The three deities mentioned above were the most prevalent worshipped deities in Byblos, however in the Phoenicians culture there were many, more and their prevalence varied based on the Geographic areas, as such had purpose-built temples for them (Cartwright, 2016.)
The Association of what is known as the ‘Lady of Byblos’ or Baalat, can be seen in similarity Hathor a goddess from Egypt, with the exchange of cultural ideas and beliefs with the Ancient Egyptians, understanding them as both being representative fertility and protector of women and motherhood (Harteveld, Brink and Tsigoni, 2023.)



6) As this town is a harbour town and lays near the Mediterranean Sea it can be inferred as a town of import and export. Which evidence seen from study it is a town of trade, and sea faring being the main source of wood resource to Ancient Egypt (Britannica Editors, 2024.) Which in turn boosted trade not only for Byblos but also for Ancient Egypt, providing a key power holder with the resources needing and boosted relations with one another, furthermore with such a relationship of importance meant the Byblos became a crucial part of what is known as the ‘Byblos Run’ (Smith, A. 2021.)
In this run the trade of materials such as cedar and gold were commonplace, and as a result the route established in which the convoys of ships of various sizes would be following a counterclockwise route, which is now known as  the first international port town/city (Harteveld, Brink and Tsigoni, 2023.) The material remains found being left behind show clear indications of the interactions of cultures with one another and how they influence style. 

7) However, it may be worthwhile to consider that with any relationship between people and places, communication between became a topic of discussion for them, and it can be seen at times that between nations, messages would be passed between them as such language began to evolve initially beginning in the bronze age where communication begins, due to the lack of material evidence found it is not clear when exactly the two began communications however from evidence seen around 4000 BCE it would be seen that ancient Egypt halted trade for a time till around 3000 BCE when they decided it was at a better time for them to continue trade (Charaf. H, 2024 pp.123.)
There is some theory that the people and culture profited more from the Ancient Egyptian by their greater need for timber as it was a significantly greater needed commodity than the Byblos and as such the Egyptians traded some more considered valuable material objects than them however this maybe dismissed due to the fact that appears to be no real domination of one party over another (Charaf. H, 2024 pp. 126.)


8) Despite all the export of the town/city Byblos’ main economic prosperity today is that of Heritage and Tourism (Britannica Editors, 2024.) The site continues to fascinate and draws visitors internationally into the area, which is contrasted by the inhabited areas, as this site continues to be inhabited by local people and as such has developed. The area and those native to it embracing its culture advertises it as the place to visit, full of “ancient wonders and natural marvels” providing opportunities for others to experience (Walking Beirut, 2025.)
However, it's not only a site of interest to tourists the locals themselves have a vested interest in the site, with some wanting to utilise the material remains and incorporate them into their lives. One of the individuals, Maya Gebeily has been reporting on the efforts of a group of individuals wanting to open the site as more than “historical tourism” with some wanting to use the amphitheatre to host performances again (Gebeily. M, 2025.) 
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Despite this site being an internationally significant site of cultural heritage, that is already in continuous use by the people of modern-day Byblos instead of the sole intention of wanting to protect it the individuals shows an inclination to have a continued relationship beyond heritage. 

9) Heritage listed by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) in 1984, defining that the area is placed in a wide area of protection, encompassing the medieval city (UNESCO, 1984.) As such UNESCO have played a key role in maintaining its significance to the culture of those living near and around the city.  The site itself has survived in sections in varied areas and levels of degradation, some of which are still intact and other have disappeared. Due to this the level of degradation only in parts each segment is protected in different ways, such as restoration of efforts to stabilize the structures and preservation efforts regarding recent conflicts surrounding the area (Ancient History Sites, 2025.)
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10) To summarise the Byblos site and the information gathered, it is a prime example of an urban population evolving and providing insight into active communication at a time of which communication, were not as simple to do. Byblos provided many resources and support to what may be considered much more powerful civilisations such as Ancient Egypt to them and in return it was reciprocal with providing knowledge and other resources that were not necessarily common for the people of Byblos. Byblos begun the earliest beginnings of international trade and relations managing diplomacy and eventually developing the foundations to today's Alphabet.
Even the behaviour and attitude as found in the Heritage and preservation indicates to a diplomatic and understanding culture and site. In which they are seeking more for the site than cultural heritage preservation and simply seeking understanding and to work with their heritage. 
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