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Figure 1 Entrance to St Peters Church, Carmarthen, (Sporle,2026)
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Abstract
This is an observation of the differences in types of monuments used within the graveyard. The report looks at outlining the materials used and how the cemetery is evolving, making it more useable. As it stands currently, there are Tombstones, Box tombs and Leger stones that are from within the 1800’s. Cremation plaques start in 1960’s and the latest plaques at the site are from 2025.
With the use of joint information gathered from within our group we hope to demonstrate how the graveyard has changed and modernised over the years.



 



















Introduction
From attending the site, observing the different gravestones, the structure and materials used for the gravestones and tomb’s it gave an insight into how Saint Peters cemetery has evolved. This was able to be done by looking at the way that the graveyard appears to be being used today, compared to previous generations. I was able to investigate into how many graves remain and if the cemetery still has funerals take place. Comparison’s to the use of graves and cremation plaques in the modern day and age. Along with the number of headstones raised, grave box tomes and Ledger stones. Investigations into whether the condition of these graves and it they are still surviving. Also, an investigation looking at when cremation Plaques begin to appear at Saint Peters, along with a look at Materials used and the general age of headstones and monuments.

Method
We regularly meet up as a group, at the cemetery to gather information on monuments and Plaques. Taking photos of all the Monuments and conducting a graveyard survey to accumulate information on inscriptions and the materials used. We looked at the types of memorials in place and conducted a head count to find out numbers of the different monuments, noting the changes that have occurred over time such as the styles, and shapes of Tome stones, and when they were placed.
















Body
A – figures that are related to the different styles of graves
Placed on the ground, including ledger stones, - eighty-six. 
Tombstones - Sixty-six.
Raised Box tomes - three.
Large monument - one.
Cross Style - four.
Larger Stones (Roman Style) - two.
Cremation Plaques - one hundred and sixty. 
B – Material used
Slate – one hundred and eight.
Granite - fifty-two.

 Graph 1 Representing different types of graves





Tombstones - sixty-six.                                  
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Figure 2, Tombstone 1 (Sporle,2026)                                            Figure 3, Tombstone 2  (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 4, Tombstone 3 (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 5, Tombstone 4  (Sporle,2026)


Attention was drawn to how inscriptions change in style over time, from a more religious approach in the earlier 1800’s to a more romantic style in the later 1800’s. It was then evident that there was more up to date choice of wording, as shown here on a more resent cremation plaque. In fig 3, we can see how the shell – sunrise patens on top corners, which looks possibly roman style but could be related to the Desists occupation having been a shipwright. 

Wall plaques - One
[image: ]
Figure 6, Wall plaque 1 (Sporle,2026)

Ledger stones that lay flat to the ground - 86. 
This figure could include a number of stones that once stood upright and have fallen over time, not being replaced back to their original stance in the graveyard. 
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Figure 7, Ledger Stone 1 (Sporle,2026)                                                                       Figure 8, Ledger Stone 2  (Sporle,2026)



A number of Ledger stones lay along side of what could be old grave stones that are no longer fit for use generally due to age, becoming unsafe so are layed down to prevent harm.
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Figure 9, Ledger Stone 3 (Sporle,2026)
The Leger stones are made from slate. Unfortunately, having been laid flat to the ground, face up to the elements, does mean that inscriptions can become difficult to read. In this case however we have a noticeably clear example of this stones inscription. 













Raised Box Tomes - Three
It appears at present that we are left with three raised box tomb’s that easily distinguished at the site. This is not to say that there could have been more that have disintegrated or fallen to the elements. The Remaining tombs lay together on the left side of the church; this could be a result of status and that being placed together in a selected area of the graveyard would note their importance.
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Figure 10, Raised Tomb Box 1 (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 11, Raised Tomb Box  2 (Sporle,2026)

[image: ]Figure 12, Raised Tomb Box 3 (Sporle,2026)

The raised tome design is generally made from slate which unfortunately when positioned in this way, is vulnerable to wear from the weather.  
This has resulted in the inscriptions, at best, difficult to read. These tomes unfortunately have lost all their inscriptions, leaving a flat surface, where once the information would be available to read and help in the gathering of information. These age from around the 1800’s








Monuments - one.
[image: ]Figure 13, Monument 1 (Sporle,2026)

This style of gravestone alloys you to inscribe on the four sides. This is ideal for use as a family monument, like this one in particular, that has several members remembered on it. This is a stone monument that remains in an exceptionally good condition. All inscriptions can be read, and the stone is holding up to age and weathering.










Cross Monuments - Four
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Figure 14, Cross Monument 1 (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 15, Cross Monument 2 (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 16, Cross Monument 3 (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 17, Cross Monument 4 (Sporle,2026)
Cross monuments show the more religious approach to memorialising the dead. Three examples here are the last remaining ,but that is not to say that there would not have been more in the past. Like most monuments here this date from 1800’s.



Large Gravestones - two
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Figure 18, Large Gravestone 1(Sporle,2026)
This larger gravestone, which has a more monument look to it, is of Roman style, made of stone and has fallen into a need of repair.
The stone is in good condition. Damage may be due to vandalism.
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Figure 19, Large Gravestone 2 (Sporle,2026)
This example is in better condition, although the inscription has  been affected by time and the weather. Dates from 1800’s.

Cremation Plaques - 160.
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Figure 20, Cremation Plaque series of - 1(Sporle,2026)
Cremation Plaques are now the largest group of monuments to those that have passed. This side of the graveyard is preliminary used for this style of gravestones. We see them lined against the wall of the church, and are all made from slate which seems to have been a consistent material used in these gravestones ranging from the 1800’s to modern date, more recently also using granite.
We can see a noticeably clear inscription on them and more familiar messaging linked to more recent times. 
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Figure 21, Cremation Plaque series of – 2 (Sporle,2026)
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Figure 22, Cremation Plaque series of - 3 (Sporle,2026)
Here we can see the Welsh Language being used as well as English which wasn’t as apparent in the older style of gravestones.
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Figure 23, Cremation Plaque series of – 4 (Sporle,2026)
This side of the site is where the latest plaques are used, which are all made from granite. Again, these add to being the largest group of memorials left to be seen today by the eye within the crematory. We see dates ranging from 1960 to the latest being 2025.
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Conclusion. 

This report is based on what can be seen on walking through the cemetery. It is understood that the age of St Peters Church dates back to around 1107- 1124 (Lodwick, 2022). During this time death rates were high, people were dying younger than the modern day due to the lack of medicinal research, standards of living and medical care available. 
There is more to be found under the ground than we can see today. Graves that have been buried over the years, overgrown with grass and soil, or even disintegrated over the years. 
We can but find a fraction of the graves that once stood here, however with that in mind and the historic information that can be found regarding the church, we can get a good feeling on how the site has evolved. 
Regarding the burial monuments that stand here today, of which we see the majority being stone or slate. They are in a fair condition overall, none really showing signs of a health and safety problem to the public, set away from the pedestrian walkway around the church. However, time is taking its toll, and the majority of the burial site is taken up and used, leaving little to no room further burials to be taking place, and haven’t done for a number of years.
There is an increase in cremation plaques since the nineteen sixties up to two thousand and five. This is in line with the more modern form of managing dead bodies through cremation. This indicates that the local community is once again accessing the cemetery to commemorate their lost loved ones. You could argue that this is due to the plaques taking up less space than a full burial plot.
This however does not have a detrimental effect to the feel of the cemetery but indicates the need to remember our dead. 
On taking a count of the monuments within the cemetery, I have established that within the graveyard there are around 322 recognised graves that are represented in seven different ways e.g. Raised box tombs, Cross style and cremation plaques.
The church seemed to have run out of space for burial sites during the 1800’s which was the standard form of grave, but it has recently been given a new lease of life, which is quite ironic through the form of cremation plaques, giving opportunity for the site to be used once again by the public to remember the dead.   









 Appendix 1. 
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Figure 1 Entrance to St Peters Church, Carmarthen, (Sporle,2026) et 

This is a photo of the entrance to Saint Peters Church.
You can see two monuments attached to the wall one being a gravestone and the other being a Ledger stone or top of a Raised tome grave.
The inside of the church tells another story one of marble monuments representing  high status or duty to the church.









Arch on entry to the grounds of St Peters Carmarthen.
[image: ]
Figure 24, Arch to entry grounds (Sporle,2026)

Map of St Peters church Carmarthen.  Yellow letters show dived of church graveyard; we used to help collate information.
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Figure 25, Arial map of St Peters Church , Goole maps (2026) 22/03/2026.
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