
 

Study Protocol  
Experimental Observation of Interference of Automatic Processing 

 

 

1. Greet participant on arrival and thank them for coming 

2. Ask participant to take a seat in the waiting area if labs are in use 

3. Briefly outline that the participant will be required to complete a number of 

computer-based tasks involving the categorisation of words by a number of 

colour-based identification means. 

4. Explain the computer will display instructions to press one of 5 keys 

depending on the item displayed 

5. Stress to the participant that the instructions will indicate what the selection 

process requirements are for each part of the experiment 

6. Explain that there are two parts to the experiment. A new set of instructions 

will appear to explain the new selection criteria after part 1. It is imperative 

that the participant reads all instructions clearly as selection process will 

change. 

7. Check that the participant understands what is required of him/her  

8. Ask if they have any questions 

9. Advise the participant if they have any questions during the experiment the 

researcher will be just outside the booth 

10. Allow the participant to complete the study (around 10-15 minutes) 

11. If the participant does pause during the study, provide any assistance needed 

or request further help from the research supervisor (Paul Hutchings) 

12. Ask the participant to let you know when the experiment is completed by 

opening the booth door and advising you that they have completed the task 

13. If the participant appears in any way distressed or upset, enquire if they are 

okay and request further help from the research supervisor (Paul Hutchings) if 

required. 

14. Once completed, thank the participant for their contribution. 

15. Provide the participant with a debrief form  

16. Ask if the participant has any questions before they leave 

17. Let the participant know if they think of any questions they want answered 

regarding the experiment, they are free to contact the student researcher or 

research supervisor with any queries they may have about the experiment; 

contact details are on the debrief form 

18. Say goodbye to the participant, again thanking them for their time, 

participation and contribution to the study 
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