(In)alienable Possessions/Things/Objects

The purpose of this workshop is to explore the concept of inalienability:
1. What makes an object special / inalienable and how is it special? How does this differ from an alienable object?
2. How can we apply this anthropological concept (derived from Melanesia ethnographies) to the archaeological record?
3. What are the potential heritage implications for artefacts and sites?

Inalienability: a few pointers to consider:
1. Association (recursive relationship) with a particular series of owners (of renown) through time ‒ “imbued with the intrinsic and ineffable identities of their owners which are not easy to give away” (Weiner 1992, 6). Is this always positive?
2. Memories embedded in objects, providing a link to the past and embody the ancestors’ / histories: heirlooms and identities.
3. A means of acquiring and mediating political authority
4. Cosmological authentication (divine or ancestral power): how is this manifested?
5. 

In small groups of three or four I would like you to look at and discuss a set of images and archaeological replicas. Think about the criteria for inalienability and how we might apply this to these images/objects. What are the implications for heritage ‒ think of a few examples to help further your arguments.
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